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PBOC official-:

99 percent of
bank assets in
China safe

Chen Huizhi

FINANCIAL risks in China are
generally under control, with
99 percent of the country’s
bank assets rated to be safe,
according to an official of the
People’s Bank of China, the
central bank.

The comments were made
by Sun Tianqi, head of the fi-
nancial stability department
of the bank, at a press confer-
ence held by the State Council,
China’s cabinet, in Beijing on
Wednesday.

He was replying to a ques-
tion about the recent drama in
central Henan Province, where
a large number of depositors
of local rural banks have
been suffering from frozen
withdrawals.

The rural banks in Henan
caught up in the drama, Sun
said, were among 316 high-risk
banks in the country, accord-
ing to a PBOC rating from the
fourth quarter last year.

These banks, however, ac-
counted for only 7 percent of
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The rural banks in Henan
caught up in the drama were
among 316 high-risk banks
in the country, according to a
PBOC rating from the fourth
quarter last year.

all banks rated by the central
bank, and their assets con-
stituted only 1 percent of all
assets of such banks, he point-
ed out.

“This is to say that most
small and medium banks in
China are considered to be safe
with regards to their assets by
the PBOC,” Sun noted.

The official said that the
PBOC has been working in tan-
dem with local governments
and financial authorities to
deal with the financial risk
outbreaks at the rural banks
in Henan and has instructed
its branch there to closely
monitor the risks and ensure
emergency supplies.
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A security guard tries to cool down with a fan in scorching weather in Shanghai. — Dong Jun

t's a Shanghai scorcher

as heatwaves bake cities

SEARING heatwaves swept
across China’s vast Yangtze
River basin this week, ham-
mering densely populated
megacities from Shanghai on
the coast to Chengdu deep in
the heartlands.

More than 90 red alerts, the
most severe in a three-tier
warning system, were activated
across China on Wednesday.

Shanghai issued its second
red alert in four days, warning
of temperatures exceeding 40
degrees Celsius.

Wednesday’s temperature

Check out our website

WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

in Shanghai hit 40.9 degrees
Celsius - tying the hottest-day
record in 2017, which was the
highest since Shanghai offi-
cially tracked temperatures
in 1873.

China is gearing up for a
summer of extremes this year,
from scorching heatwaves to
prolonged downpours. Cities
south of the Yangtze in par-
ticular have been hit by both
intense heat and record-break-
ing precipitation.

The hashtag #heatstroke
was trending on social media

with 2.45 million views on the
Weibo platform of discussions
ranging from people being
admitted to hospital to the
detrimental effects of long-
term heat exposure.

West China Hospital of Si-
chuan University in Chengdu,
capital of Sichuan Province,
received three patients suf-
fering from heatstroke on July
10 amid a blistering heatwave
in the southwestern province
over the past few days, Red
Star News reported.

(Reuters/Shanghai Daily)

FOLLOW US
Search for “Shanghai Daily” @

f



2 LIFESTYLE

The digital-only dress “Iridescence” sells for US$9,500.

You can never be
seen wearing this
clothing in public

Friday, July 15, 2022 Shanghai Now

The tech-driven virtual world is set to
revolutionize the entire fashion industry
— what we wear and how we buy it —
and overhaul the way we define style.

Tan Weiyun

s digital models
walked on a virtual
runway last month
when Shanghai Fash-
ion Week was moved online,
the message was clear: The era
of cyber fashion has arrived.

The tech-driven virtual
world is set to revolutionize
the entire fashion industry —
what we wear and how we buy
it — and overhaul the way we
define style.

Some may view all this as
marketing hype, but signs
abound that digital clothing is
here to stay and is making its
mark in the industry among a
younger generation habituated
with the metaverse.

It’s a trend that accelerated
during the outbreak of COVID-
19, when many fashion brands
paused physical catwalk shows
and turned to short films or
virtual showrooms to release
their seasonal collections.

In cyberspace, people can
create, wear and trade virtual
garments. Designers produce
clothing that may exist or may
not, using 3D software and
computer-generated imaging
technologies to yield super re-
alistic visual effects.

Cashmere, leather, or even
water or fire. You can choose
the material of clothing and
add surreal touches, such as
hooked barbs all over the body
or a giant metal mermaid’s
tail.

Last year Gucci worked with
the tech company Wanna and
released its Virtual 25 digi-
tal sneakers, selling for only
US$12. That compared with
Gucci’s actual men’s sneakers
priced at around US$800.

You can take photos or make
videos featuring virtual foot-
wear because technology can
scan photo, find your feet
and slip on virtual shoes. The

design of those shoes can be
modified and shared on social
networks. In fact, they are like
real shoes except that you can’t
wear them down the street.

“Self-expression and the
feeling of self-satisfaction will
continue to be as important as
the need for self-fulfillment
and are part of our innate
human nature,” said Yanie
Durocher, founder of Pom-
pom Platform and co-founder
of SanPOM Platform, which
focuses on digital clothing.

For the generation born after
1995, “second lives” online
have become important, and
fashion adds to cyber-image.
Many young people spend up
to eight hours a day online,
creating a parallel life that
often blurs the boundary be-
tween reality and fantasy.

“I believe there will be
less distinction between the
physical and digital world,”
Durocher said. “Real vs unreal
becomes irrelevant. Every per-
son on the planet can have the
chance to express themselves,
no matter their race, gender or
social status.”

As one of the pioneers of dig-
ital fashion, SanPOM opened
its Chinese official account on
the popular social network Xi-
aohongshu (Little Red Book).

There, computer-generated
models clad in a variety of
fabrics and other materials
strut with impossible sheen on
virtual runways that may be
under the stars, deep in the sea
or in a glittering ballroom.

SanPOM has a mix of design-
ers. Some have worked only on
digital outfits and have never
handled actual fabrics; others
have experience in the real
world of fashion and are ven-
turing into cyberspace for the
first time.

“Our 3D specialists cre-
ate digital copies of ‘real’
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Digital-only clothing is a way for young people to show their personality in cyberspace.

outfits under the supervision
of designers,” said Alexander
Kaunas, a co-founder of San-
POM. “But the most exciting
part of this process is the
collaboration of classic and
digital fashion designers who
supplement one another to
make something new.”

In the real world, high fash-
ion can be costly. It appears
that is also true online.

Tribute Brand, a commercial-
ly successful digital fashion
brand established in 2020,
produces a top that exists only
online and costs US$699.

After buying something from
Tribute Brand’s online store,
customers send in large, high-
quality photos of themselves,
and a technical team produces
computer-generated imagery
using the photos.

In short, a body is clad in a
chosen fashion in a post-pro-
duction project.

All the collections of Tribute
Brand are sold in limited edi-
tions. Each time new digital
outfits are released, they are
snapped up within hours.

Sensing huge business op-
portunities, more companies
and fashion brands are adopt-
ing strategies to expand in the
metaverse.

Last month, social media
brand Meta announced plans
to launch its Avatars Store,
where users of its social media
platforms can dress digital
avatars in big fashion brands

66

| believe there will be less
distinction between the physical
and digital world. Real vs unreal
becomes irrelevant. Every person
on the planet can have the chance
to express themselves, no matter
their race, gender or social status.

Yanie Durocher

Founder of Pompom Platform and
co-founder of SanPOM Platform

such as Balenciaga, Prada
and Thom Browne at greatly
reduced prices to ready-wear
clothing.

The push to digital fashion
reduces the carbon footprint
of an industry long berated
for its lack of environmental
conscience.

“Waste is an ongoing issue in
the industry,” Durocher from
SanPOM told Shanghai Daily.
“About 80 percent of wardrobes
are worn less than five times.
At the same time, we have the
paradox of the human need to
follow new trends faster than
before. A digital driven expe-
rience could potentially solve
this issue and give fashion an

LIFESTYLE 3

Fashion Week in June. — Photos/Ti Gong

eco-reset.”

At June’s online Shanghai
Fashion Show, knitting brand
Nanknits made a big splash
with his collection entitled
“Future Era of Love.”

The collection was powered
by Kornit Digital, a fashion
technology company that pro-
vides complete digital-printing
solutions.

The company has commit-
ted itself to saving 4.3 trillion
liters of water and 17.2 billion
kilograms of greenhouse gas
emissions by reducing over-
production in the fashion
industry by 1.1 billion items
by 2026.

“We’ve tried virtual fashion

and made physical printing
outfits to show how they look
both online and in reality,” said
Mani Chen, marketing director
of Kornit Digital Asia Pacific.
“This is the perfect crossover
of reality and virtual. The
metaverse is a big deal now. It
creates an environment that is
always sustainable and waste-
free in water and energy, with
zero stock hoarding.”

It might seem absurd for
anyone to splash out money
for a garment that can’t be
worn out on the streets. But,
hey, it’s all about fun and the
chance to wear something new
and exciting for that perfect
Just-in-Time photo.

Knitting brand Nanknits held a virtual runway show during Shanghai

Gucci’s Virtual 25 digital
sheakers
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A Gallup poll in 2020 found that

45 percent of Americans had

made living wills, up from 40
percentin 2005.
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~ No artificial life
== support, | want to die
72 | in peace and dignity
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Tan Weiyun

southern city has
become the first ju-
risdiction in China
to enact legisla-
tion allowing a terminally ill
patient to refuse “excessive
life-saving treatment” and die
with dignity and comfort.

The new law in Shenzhen
in Guangdong Province,
which comes into effect next
January 1, follows a practice
common in many countries,
where those with incurable
conditions and nearing the
end of their lives have the
right to decide how they die.

According to arevised draft
of the city’s medical treat-
ment regulation, which was
passed last month, patients
with terminal diseases or at
the end of their lives can cre-
ate advanced care directives,
or living wills, that reject ar-
tificial life-support treatment
such as tube feeding or car-
diopulmonary resuscitation
to prolong life.

Right to die legislation in
other countries has provoked
public debate about the eth-
ics of ending life by choice.
China is no exception. The
new Shenzhen law has stirred
heated national discussion on
social media.

“Let people live with free-
dom and die with dignity,”
posted one netizen, whose
comments received about
1,100 positive responses.
“For a patient who’s been in
great pain, the new regulation
would make him or her suffer

less in their last days.”

“I'm supportive because it
respects one’s own will, which
is a great legal improvement,”
another Weibo user wrote in a
comment. “But, of course, we
should also pay attention to
the design of the process to
avoid loopholes in implemen-
tation that might be taken
advantage of improperly.”

Others, too, have expressed
concerns that living wills
might be abused by medical
staff or families who don’t
agree with such directives.
The wills must be signed by
two witnesses.

At the heart of a debate is
how to judge whether a pa-
tient is at the final stages of
life.

“First and foremost, it’s a
medical judgment made by a
medical institution,” said Lin
Zhengmao, deputy director
of the Legal Work Committee
of the Standing Committee
of the Shenzhen Municipal
People’s Congress. “It’s not
what the patient thinks or
other people close to the pa-
tient think.”

The newly passed regula-
tion requires a document
signed while a person is still
conscious and in full men-
tal faculties. The document
must specify what the patient
wants in terms of life support
when nearing the end of life.

Shenzhen created the Living
Will Promotion Association in
March last year. It provides
a channel for people to cre-
ate living wills in the form

The patient’s independent

determination is the most

important thing. We need to

ensure that the patient is not being

forced or unduly influenced.

Liang Zhen

Deputy director of Shenzhen People’s Hospital

of written documents, vid-
eos or audio recordings, and
can also include directives to
families.

The new rule could relieve
the mental anguish of both
family members and medical
staff.

The Chinese tradition of
treasuring life and filial obliga-
tions often results in children
agreeing to every possible
treatment for parents, even
when death is inevitable.

Medical workers, too, often
find themselves in uncomfort-
able positions.

“The advanced care direc-
tive lets a doctor act according
to the wishes of the patient
who doesn’t want to be kept on
life support and just wants to
die in peace,” said Liang Zhen,
deputy director of Shenzhen
People’s Hospital. “It protects
the rights and interests of the
patient and helps avoid medi-
cal disputes.”

A professional evaluation of
both the physical and mental
conditions of a patient must

be carried out before an ad-
vanced care directive comes
into force.

“The patient’s independent
determination is the most im-
portant thing,” Liang said. “We
need to ensure that the patient
is not being forced or unduly
influenced.”

Involving family in the
decision is important, said
Wang Yue, professor of the
Department of Medical Eth-
ics and Law at the School of
Health Humanities of Peking
University.

“It would be better to reach
a cognitive consensus on
the advanced care directive
with relatives through fam-
ily meetings,” he said. “The
whole process should be
video recorded to avoid pos-
sible disputes in the future. By
having meetings, it respects
the patient but also the family
members.”

Although right to die direc-
tives are sometimes called
“voluntary euthanasia” in the
West, Chinese authorities said

Although right to die directives are sometimes

called “voluntary euthanasia” in the West,

Chinese authorities said that term is improper

here. Euthanasia, where terminally patients

have the right to subjectively end their own lives

at a time of their choosing, is illegal in China —

as it is in most countries.
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that term is improper here.
Euthanasia, where terminally
patients have the right to sub-
jectively end their own lives
at a time of their choosing, is
illegal in China — as it is in
most countries.

Right to die practices have
been around in China for
some time, though not en-
shrined in law.

Celebrated Shanghai comic
strip artist He Youzhi, who
died in 2016 at age 94, often
joked he “wished to be slow to
age and quick to die.”

His wife Xie Huijian, recall-
ing conversations with her
husband, refused a medical
treatment to cut open his
esophagus in the last days of
his life.

“I said no because he always
told me, when he was con-
scious and mentally aware,
not to save him if death was
inevitable,” she said. “I want-
ed him to leave this world in
comfort.”

The living will is the oldest
form of advance care direc-
tive. It was first proposed in
the US in 1967. A Gallup poll
in 2020 found that 45 percent
of Americans had made liv-
ing wills, up from 40 percent
in 2005. Such directives were
most common among people
with higher educations and
higher incomes.
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Thinking outside the basket:
under-the-radar fruits to try in China

Alexander Bushroe is from
Florida, USA, and has resided

in China since 2009. He gradu-
ated from Clemson University and
the Dalian University of Technol-
ogy, and loves to delve into the
idiosyncrasies of life in Shanghai
and everywhere else. In Alexan-
der’s column, “The Commotion
Metric,” you’ll find him stopping
to smell the flowers and examin-
ing the perks and quirks of life in
Shanghai.

THE COMMOTION METRIC

Alexander Bushroe

s the dog days of summer set

in here in Shanghai, we're all

searching for the best ways to

eep cool. Most of us have set

aside the hot chocolate and warm soup

in favor of chilled treats like popsicles

or ice cream that both cool down the

overheated body and satiate the sweet
tooth.

For those of us who prefer to stick to
naturally sweet snacks, however, fruit is
always the best go-to.

This particular part of the world is
especially diverse for fruit. Those who've
traveled around the tropical regions of
Southeast Asia might be familiar with
some of the various types of fruit na-
tive to the area. China also sits within
the naturally growing range of many of
them, and even if not, nearly all are read-
ily available and commonly consumed
here.

Many of these fruits are well known
worldwide, even though they may be less
common on other continents. Fruits like
lychee, pitaya (commonly referred to as
dragonfruit) and the infamous king
of fruits, durian, are generally known
around the world, even if they may be
considered rare or “exotic” in many
places.

While I am a fan of these three — to

varying degrees — I'd like to discuss
fruits that are lesser-known members
of Asia’s fruit family tree.

Perhaps you're a connoisseur of these
tree-borne treats. Maybe you’ve seen
them at fruit stands but never ventured
to give them a try, or possibly, you're
wholly unfamiliar with a few.

In any case, let’s take a look at some of
the more obscure inhabitants of Shang-
hai’s fruit stand shelves.

Mangosteen — shanzhu 11147

We begin with the mangosteen, a fruit
native to Southeast Asian countries
including Thailand, Malaysia and Indo-
nesia. Despite its name, the dark purple
fruit is unrelated to the mango, and it
differs greatly in appearance as well.

Similar in average size to a tennis ball,
the edible “meat” inside a mangosteen is
pure white, in stark contrast to its deep
purple rind.

Mangosteens are on the tart side but
rather sweet as well, so they’re per-
fect for summertime refreshment. The
segmented pieces are also very juicy,
making for a succulent treat that’s also
rich in antioxidants.

According to legend, Britain’s Queen
Victoria coveted the faraway fruit, but
because it had the tendency to spoil

quickly, in the late 19th century she
offered knighthood to anyone who pre-
sented her with a fresh one. The veracity
of this tale is up for debate, but for this
reason, the mangosteen is referred to as
the “queen of fruits.”

The fruit was banned in the United
States until 2007 for fear it could harbor
an invasive species of fruit fly. Although
the ban was lifted, mangosteen remains
a rare sight in many parts of the world.

Fortunately, the fruit is commonly
available in Shanghai. It’s a personal
favorite of mine, and it’s aesthetically
pleasing as well.

Jackfruit — boluomi 7 3%

Despite resembling the notoriously
pungent durian, jackfruit is far less
controversial than its uniquely fragrant
cousin.

Native to Southeast Asia and parts of
the Indian subcontinent, jackfruit, the
national fruit of Bangladesh, is the larg-
est tree-borne fruit in the world, with
an average specimen weighing 10 to 15
kilograms. Larger ones can tip the scales
at 30 kilograms or more.

The flesh inside ranges from a pale
canary yellow to a more common golden-
orange hue. Unlike durian, which contains
large chunks of soft meat with a custard-

For those of us who prefer to stick to naturally sweet snacks, fruit is always the best go-to to keep cool in summer. —IC
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Mangosteen

like consistency, jackfruit is significantly
more fibrous and slightly crunchy.

Its flavor is comparable to a toned-down
version of pineapple or banana, but it’s
too unique to be hemmed in so simply.
The taste has a complexity that’s used in
products like flour, fruit chips and even
plant-based meat.

Finishing an entire jackfruit is quite
the undertaking, so if it’s your initial
foray into the world of the green-husked
giant, opting for a smaller, pre-measured
portion might be the way to go.

Also, the sizable seeds within have a
rich, nutty taste when roasted, so don’t
overlook them.

Longan - 16ngydn, guiyudn
SR, FER

The longan, whose primary Chinese
name translates to “dragon eye,” is another
fruit originating in Southeast Asia, but it
flourishes in southern China as well.

Another tree-borne fruit, these chest-
nut-sized orbs grow in beige-colored,
leathery-skinned bunches.

Although bearing little outer resem-
blance to the lychee, which has a bright
red peel and is a bit larger, once opened,
the longan’s flesh looks similar to its
relative.

The “dragon eye” moniker fits — once
shelled, the near-translucent flesh re-
veals the fruit’s shiny, black seed inside,
giving it an appearance reminiscent of
an eyeball

In flavor, the longan doesn’t differ
greatly from the lychee, its cousin in the
soapberry family. Fortunately, that taste
isn’t actually of soap; rather, it’s sweet
and slightly floral in nature.

Longans are easy to peel and eat, and
are also a great ingredient in my favorite
Chinese-style chicken soup recipe.

Loquat - pipa HtH®

Loquats originated in the south-central
regions of China and are considered to be a
special export to the rest of the country.

They’'ve been growing there for thou-
sands of years, but are now cultivated
in areas with similar, moderate-to-warm
climates throughout the world. They
haven’t truly reached mainstream popu-
larity worldwide, and frankly, I'm not
sure why.

The fruit, with a size and shape simi-
lar to an enormous grape or maybe
a heat-stressed ping pong ball left
in a sweltering car, has a thin, light-
orange skin and juicy, sweet flesh
underneath.

Its flavor has been described as simi-
lar to an apricot or plum, with which I
don’t disagree. I'd say that loquats are a
bit tart, but if eaten when perfectly ripe,
the sour tinge fades almost completely
into the background and leaves a robust
sweetness.

The best loquats I've ever tasted were
those I picked directly from a tree in Ji-
angxi Province years ago. After a quick
rinse and rub, peeling and eating them
right then and there in early summer was
just about the pinnacle of the fruit-lover’s
experience.

However, they’re still nearly as good
when bought from a fruit shop.

There are many other fruits readily
available in China and Asia, but less so
in other parts of the world — these are
just my four personal favorites. Fruits
like the waxberry, rambutan, persim-
mon, or carambola might align more with
others’ palates. But, if you are a regular
consumer of fruit, perhaps take a chance
on an unfamiliar one the next time you
visit the local fruit stand.

Maybe even give durian a try. It actually
does taste much better than it smells.

Longan — Photos by Hellorf
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INAUGURATING 754
TEENAGE OFFICERS
FROMTHETNIAND

POLICE DIMENSIONS
President Joko Widodo has
assigned the rank of the
2022 Indonesian National
Army-Polri Prasetya Officer
(Praspa) at the Merdeka
Palace, Jakarta, Thursday
(14/7). President Jokowi
acts as a ceremonial inspec-
tor in the Indonesian Na-
tional Army-Polri Prasetya
Perwira (Praspa) in 2022

as well as inaugurating 754
teenage officers from the
TNI and Police dimensions.

SETKAB

New Offcers Should Realz

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) urged newly inaugurated offi-
cers of the Indonesian National Defense Forces (TNI) and Na-
tional Police to bolster the national goal to achieve the status of
developed country in future.

“YOU are the successor to realize the na-
tion’s hope. You are our hope to continue the
mission in realizing Indonesia as a developed
country that grows inclusively, just, and sus-
tainably,” Jokowi stated while presiding over
the Prasetya Perwira oath-taking ceremony to
induct new police and military officers at the
Merdeka Palace, Thursday (14/7).

Out of the total 754 military and police
officers inaugurated during this year’s Pra-

President Invites MSEs to Capitalize on Low Interest of KUR

PRESIDENT Joko Widodo (Jokowi)
has invited micro and small enterprises
(MSEs) to utilize the smallholder business
credit (KUR), with an interest rate of only
three percent, in order to strengthen business
capital and capacity.

“While this is (part of the) National
Economic Recovery (PEN Program) fund
due to the pandemic, the interest is still three
percent per year. However, be careful if (you
are) borrowing credit from the bank; (please)
calculate, do not take it recklessly,” Jokowi

setya Perwira ceremony, 292 officers graduat-
ed from the military academy, 107 graduated
from the naval academy, 109 officers grad-
uated from the air force academy, and 246
officers graduated from the police academy.

Jokowi remarked that as new officers will
be the future of the military and police insti-
tutions, they should understand the national
defence strategy for the future. “You are the
future of the TNI and the police. You must

stated at the event for handing over the Single
Business Number/Business Identification
Number (NIB) for Individual MSEs on
Wednesday (13/7). The president expounded
that realization of the government’s KUR
program had only reached 49 percent of the
total budget of Rp373 trillion in 2022. “Some
Rp185 trillion is still in the bank. This can be
used. However, again, if you want to borrow
it, (then) calculate it first,” he remarked.

He advised MSE players to exercise cau-
tion in borrowing funds from banks, as they

Goalof Makg
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understand the future and the future defence,
face future challenges, master future technol-
ogies, be clever, and have skills according to
future needs,” the president stated.

TNI and police officers must also exhibit
their competence as the nation’s warriors and
showcase their integtity and loyalty to the people
and the nation, he noted. “Exhibit your intelli-
gence and agility to face the future, exhibit your
ability to achieve success in the duty. Be aleader
with character that inspires and becomes an
example, have integrity, and prioritize national
interests above all,” Jokowi remarked.

The president also urged newly inducted
military and police officers to maintain per-
sonal quality and professionalism, adhere to
military and police codes, and devote them-
selves to fulfilling their duty to the nation.

need to be cautious about the ability and time
to make repayments. Jokowi also suggested
that borrowed funds should be for productive
needs and not consumptive. “There is an
opportunity to get (credit) of Rp200 million.
(However, if) Rp100 million (of the credit is
spent) to buy a car, (then) I guarantee no one
can return (the loan),” he emphasized.
Moreover, he lauded the intermediation
function of the national banking. He noted
that as of April 2022, credits from banks that
had been disbursed amounted to Rp1,195

\ndonésié Advanced: Jokowl

He then expressed gratitude for the nation-
al resilience despite global issues and instability
due to wars, conflicts, and terrorism affecting
several countries. “We are thankful that the
Indonesian nation is a firm nation. We have
Pancasila that unites Indonesia. We can con-
trol the (COVID-19 pandemic) and maintain
economic stability. We can even commence
new policies,” the president stated.

Jokowi stated that Indonesia is commit-
ted to making the most of the G20 Presi-
dency this year to restore global peace and
realize common prosperity. “We began (this
mission) with my visit to Ukraine and Rus-
sia last month. We will intensify our effort,
with the hope that it will be fruitful during
the G20 Summit in Bali next November,”
he stated.(*)

trillion. Furthermore, Jokowi said, MSE ac-
tors already having NIB will find it easier to
get funding sources from banks and obtain
government assistance programs.

The head of state revealed that between
August 2021 and July 2022, at least 1.5 mil-
lion NIBs were issued via the Online Single
Submission (OSS). “Before the existence
of OSS, at least two thousand permits were
issued per day. Now, it has reached the figure
of seven thousand to eight thousand per
day,” he remarked.(*)
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