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IDR RMEB:
Local Currency Settlement

ol RAETER
= ENEENE
Foreign Exchange Rute agast IR
LCS CNY/IDR Reference Rate : 2165
Currency | TT Bary I el Cash Buy | Cash Sell
auD 10R | 10,238.71 | 10,314.71 0.00 0.00
CNYIDR | 2,156.69| 2,172.69| 215469 2,174.69
EUR DR | 14,792.24 | 14,911.24 0.00 0.00
cePtoR | 17,423.65 | 17,563.65 0.00 0.00
HeD DR | 1,884.11| 1,89511| 1,BB0.11| 1,899.11
IEY I0R 107.74 108.64 0.00 0.00
sch DR | 10,626.44 | 10,703.44 0.00 0.00
usp ok | 14,780.00 | 14,880.00 | 14,775.00 | 14,B85.00
™ Sumber: 8H25H
I%) Bank Indonesia iC % 20:00 WIB
&h K% =M Ei B EM
T AUD 10.331,26  10.225,51  10.459,53
ST BND 10.710,62 10.600,25 10.779,21
ARM CNY 2.174,87 2.152,88  2.198,52
BXIT EUR 14.859,58 14.705,82 15.209,76
s GBP 17.652,09 17.470,55 18.008,07
EIT HKD 1.902,40  1.883,40  1.889,93
At JPY 109.30 108.20 110.76
T KRW 11,11 11,00 11,36
Ok WS4 MYR 3.328,56  3.293,24  3.330,77
AEZIT NZD 9.255,15  9.157,15  9.448,87
FREERR PHP 266,24 263,49 266,93
FANE T SGD 10.710,62 10.600,25 10.795,16
373 THB 413,21 408,99 418,93
ETT USD 14.925,25 14.776,75 14.828,00
1l
Eicf (+/-) %
JKSE  HEfNiZRR T 7,174.21 -20.50  -0.28%
N225 HZ&#% 28,479.01 165.54 0.58%
HSI HEEE 19,968.38 699.64 3.63%
SSEC  _LiEZR#s 3,246.25 31.04 0.97%
SZSE  iRyIBETH 12,104.03 7.64 0.06%
FTSTI iSlkAt#R 3,247.80 14.32 0.44%
KLCI OskmILRE ™ 1,495.49 28.23 1.92%
TWII aiEikm 15,200.04 130.85 0.87%
DJIA SEESE- 33,083.47 114.24 0.35%
Nasdaq ZHHTIETE 12,558.54 127.01 1.02%
\'f'}:?-'l Antam 2 & LM & & #i#% (202248 A25H)
EREE (84:5%) EME) ZH(E)
1.0 838,000 991,000
10.0 8,380,000 9,380,000
100.0 83,800,000 93,026,000
1,000.0 832,000,000 934,632,000
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God is not opposed to
your pursuit of happiness
and satisfaction. He made
you to pursue genuine hap-
piness, joy, and satisfaction
in the one person who can
truly offer it. He designed
you to find true delight in
him.
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A rainbow, which appeared after afternoon thundershowers cooled down Shanghai on

Tuesday, symbolically signalled the End of the Heat, or chushu, the 14th solar term in the
Chinese lunar calendar. — Dong Jun
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China announces new visa
policies for foreigners

Chen Xiaoli

CHINESE embassies in several foreign
countries, including Japan, Austra-
lia, Singapore, Nepal and Pakistan,
have announced new changes in visa
rules over the past few days.
According to the notices, begin-
ning from August 24 (Beijing time),
foreigners holding valid APEC
business travel cards to engage in

business activities in China and for-
eign students holding valid residence
permits do not need to apply for new
visas and can enter China with the
above documents.

China tightened its visa rules for
foreigners following the outbreak of
COVID-19 at the beginning of 2020
and has accelerated its pace to relax
the rules since June.

Time-honored
cinema closes
for renovations

Xu Wei

A STAR-RATED cinema in
Shanghai’s Huangpu District
suspended operations for
renovations this week.

Built in 1930, the Cathay
Theatre announced its fa-
cilities and services will be
upgraded to offer movie buffs
a better cinematic experience.
Its reopening schedule was not
revealed.

Underwritten by Cantonese
cinema tycoon Lu Gen and de-
signed by renowned architect
Charles Henry Gonda, the Art
Deco-style theater opened on
January 1, 1932, with more
than 1,000 seats. Its opening
film was the American drama,
“A Free Soul,” starring Norma
Shearer and Leslie Howard.

The Cathay Theater, a time-honored cinema
on Huaihai Road, suspended operations for
renovations this week. — Dong Jun
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-xercising outdoors
n Shanghai:

Fitness for all in
harmony with nature

Friday, August 26, 2022 Shanghai Now

Wang Yong

ast Saturday I got up at 4:30am,
practiced pranayama (yogic
breathing) for half an hour,
and left my suburban home at
5:30am after a simple breakfast.

I walked 15 minutes to the nearest
Metro station to catch the earliest city-
bound train that departs at 6am. I was
trying to reach a riverfront space along
Suzhou Creek in downtown Shanghai
before 7am, in the hope of joining early-
bird exercisers and jogging under the
morning breeze.

I chose the destination — a 4.3-kilo-
meter-long esplanade in Putuo District
— because it was one of the main venues
for Shanghai’s Public Fitness Day ac-
tivities this year, which were held from
August 6 to 14.

A more important reason, however,
was that the esplanade area would
be developed into a landmark garden
along Suzhou Creek in the future. Xiao
Wengao, head of the Putuo District gov-
ernment, confirmed the garden project
in an interview on August 10.

It took me less than one hour — by
subway and on foot — to arrive at the
easternmost point of the esplanade. A
group of elderly people playing badmin-
ton by a bamboo grove came into view
as soon as I descended from a bridge
across Suzhou Creek.

It was the first time I saw so many
senior citizens playing badminton.
They thrust forward and backward in
quick and steady steps, trying to hit
the shuttlecock back to their opponents’
side on every shot.

As I looked on from the sidelines, I
found they had fixed their net to a tree
trunk on one side and to a bamboo stick
tied to a moped on the other. It was in-
deed a great “design” improvised for a
makeshift outdoor badminton court.

“You play well,” I told an old man who
paused for some rest.

He looked at me with a quiet smile.

“How long have you been playing
badminton? Have you hired a coach?”
I asked him.

“Most of us have played for at least 10
years,” he said. “We're retired workers;
hiring a coach would be a luxury. We
just keep practicing on our own.”

As we chatted, a woman clad in a red,
checkered shirt chipped in: “Guess how
old he is?”

“About 65?” 1 guessed as I looked

him over again.

The woman laughed: “He is 75!”

Her hearty words awakened a corre-
sponding cheerfulness in the old man,
and the cheerfulness was contagious.

The woman said she was 60 years old,
one of the youngest in this group of
elderly exercisers. She explained that
they moved here for badminton games
only this year.

“We used to play in a nearby park,
but later we found that there are more
shades here to shelter us from the sum-
mer heat, so we now come here every
day except Tuesday and Thursday, when
we go to play in an indoor gym,” she
said.

“Isn’t it more expensive to play in a
gym?” I asked.

“It’s affordable, because we share the
costs,” she replied.

AsTjogged westward along the creek,
I met more early-bird exercisers: An old
lady was practicing tai chi in a small
riverside forest; a young couple was run-
ning up and down a sloping grassland; a
teenage boy was playing tennis against
the wall of a brick house while his father
looked on; a young woman was hon-
ing her swordcraft under the guidance
of some senior people; and a group of
young people just finished a 5-kilometer
jogging race ...

All these people I encountered and
places I visited revealed a quieter side of
Shanghai, defined as it was by a sense
of ease which could only be found and
felt in the bosom of nature.

The morning scene along Suzhou
Creek reminded me of what Shanghai
Mayor Gong Zheng said in a speech ear-
lier this year: “Give the best resources
to the people.”

The future garden to be built around
the 4.3-kilometer-long Suzhou Creek es-
planade is part of Putuo District’s plan
to create “a half-marathon space” on
its turf.

Suzhou Creek has 42 kilometers of riv-
erfront paths, half of which are located
within Putuo. To put it metaphorically,
the district’s riverfront paths lend
themselves to a half marathon, which
also covers 21km. Once completed, the
Banma Suhe project will provide down-
town Shanghai with a giant public venue
for sports and recreation, accessible to
anyone who likes outdoor exercises. The
term Banma means a half marathon and
the term Suhe means Suzhou Creek.
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We must have patience and
perseverance if we want to
cultivate a lifelong fitness

habit.

A 74-year-old professional long-
distance runner

Per capita sports space

This project, along with many other
similar ones being built across the city,
will go a long way toward increasing
Shanghai’s per capita sports space from
2.35 square meters in 2020 to 2.6 square
meters in 2025 — roughly keeping up
with the national average level.

According to the city’s masterplan
(2021-2025) for public fitness, an addi-
tional 6 million square meters of public
sports space will be created during
these five years. As a result, there will
be a public sports venue for everyone
within a 15-minute walking distance
by 2025.

Outdoor sports grounds like the
Suzhou Creek esplanade I visited will
contribute significantly to the city’s fu-
ture fitness landscape. Such accessible
outdoor sports venues are no doubt a
boon to public health.

“Outdoor exercise — sometimes called
‘ereen exercise’ — provides an array of
benefits beyond those seen with tradi-
tional indoor workouts,” Cedric Bryant,
president and chief science officer of
the American Council on Exercise,
wrote in a recent article for US News &
World Report.

He explained that exercising outdoors
“increases our exposure to sunlight, en-
hancing vitamin D production, which
has been linked to improving mood,
promoting bone health, boosting im-
mune system function and reducing
inflammation.”

China launched its first Public Fitness
Day on August 8, 2009, after the success
of the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.

To celebrate the 14th Public Fitness

A group of retired workers play badminton in the shades along Suzhou Creek.

A tourist wharf is taking shape along
Suzhou Creek, paving the way for the
launch of cruise services next month.

Day this year, Shanghai launched a
“super” campaign that extended to nine
days, beginning from August 6.1 didn’t
attend the opening gala of the event
held at the Suzhou Creek esplanade on
August 6. I chose to go later so as to
see how ordinary people exercise on an
everyday basis.

“What better defense can we have
against possible illnesses than our
health?” said the 60-year-old woman
who played badminton. Her words mani-
fested a spirit of persistence in pursuing
aregular and healthy lifestyle.

“We must have patience and

perseverance if we want to cultivate
a lifelong fitness habit,” said a senior
long-distance runner I met as I walked
along the creek.

In our casual conversion, I learnt that
he was an award-winning professional
long-distance runner, who retired at the
age of 70 four years ago. He wore a pair
of sunglasses and was well tanned. He
looked so fit that I couldn’t believe he’s
already 74.

“Many of my fellow runners have quit,
but I've kept running all the time,” he
said. The pleasure of running, he ex-
plained, lies in the running itself.

“We used to exercise at East China
Normal University, and moved here in
June this year after the riverfront space
was renovated and reopened,” he said.
Now, he and some old pals run 20km
every day along the esplanade.

“When the weather allows, I would
first run 6km from my home to the
riverfront space and then complete an-
other 20km along Suzhou Creek. If it’s
too hot, like today, I would get here on
a moped,” he revealed.

As we chatted away, some other se-
nior joggers were cooling themselves
with underground water siphoned from
a roadside hole with a removable lid.
Every one of them looked fit and was
radiant with joy. They even encour-
aged me to join them in their regular
exercises.

Why not? I will give it a serious
thought, I told them.

One advantage of exercising outdoors
is you may run into “good Samaritan”
sports fans at any time, any place, who
may earnestly share their experience
with you and help you form a fitness
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habit that will benefit your health.

The 74-year-old award-winning runner
advised me to buy a pair of thick-bottom
sneakers so as to protect my knees in the
course of jogging. He suggested I avoid
running on hard, stone pavements.

“Learning is always more interesting
when we have a community to learn
with,” Amaresh Ojha and Subhra Moitra
point out in their latest popular book
“Fitness Habits: Breaking the Barriers to
Fitness.” Both authors work for a leading
Indian fitness technology platform.

“Science has proved time and again
that any form of physical exercise is the
fountain of youth and the best medicine
for our brains. If you want to keep your
brain healthy, young and vibrant, move
your body every day,” they further note
in their book.

Indeed, what better place can we have
for “moving our body every day” than an
outdoor sports ground within walking
distance, where experienced exercisers
may help you with their expertise and
encouragement?

As I walked back and forth along
Suzhou Creek on Saturday morning, I
saw a tourist wharf taking shape near a
riverfront sports ground. The city plans
to build eight tourist wharfs along the
creek. Cruise services are expected to
begin next month when the first four
wharfs are built or renovated.

With the much-anticipated cruise
services in place, more and more out-
door sports spaces along the creek will
be conveniently connected, giving or-
dinary people more opportunities to
engage in communal fitness activities
that help everyone to live in harmony
with nature and others.
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People line up outside an ice cream shop opened by Kweichow Moutai in Shenzhen, south China’s Guangdong Province. — IC

Chinese baijiu

brands tempting younger

consumers with new flavors and formats

Tian Shengjie

s a traditional favor-

ite, Chinese white

liquor, or baijiu,

is reaching out to
young adults with many in-
novative flavors and formats,
hoping to cultivate consump-
tion among a generation that
likes seeking out the new and
unusual.

Baijiu-flavored snacks, such
as ice cream, cake and choco-
late, are being put on the table
and becoming popular among
young adults.

Known for its mellow taste
and lingering fragrance, the
traditional distilled spirit
dates back to the Liao Dynas-
ty (AD 907-1125), according
to the latest archaeological
finds at the Da’an distillery
site in northeast China’s Jilin
Province.

The alcohol content of this
throat-burning tipple is com-
monly from 38 to 53 percent.
People drink pure baijiu with-
out adding juice, ice or other
extras — unlike other spirits
like vodka and gin.

Baijiu’s brand positioning
and packaging generally give
consumers a sense of occasion.
At Chinese state banquets,
baijiu was once used to enter-
tain foreign leaders to show
respect and sincerity. During
business dinners and family
get-togethers, people drink
baijiu for a sense of festivity
and friendship.

It was also the favorite
of some ancient Chinese
poets seeking inspiration or
solace.

However, not everyone can
appreciate this unique spirit.

Some consumers, especially
Generation Z, flinch from it

66

The combination of Moutai and
chocolate can make the taste of

the baijiu less strong, so that novice

drinkers can appreciate it as well.

because of its strong taste,
research firm Ipsos said in
its 2021 baijiu consumption
report after surveying people
aged from 18 to 34.

And the high alcohol con-
tent is another obstacle. The
boundary between liquor
and beverages is becoming
blurred, but several shots
of baijiu may make drink-
ers, especially those who
are not used to strong spir-
its, feel light-headed and go
unconscious.

Researchby CBNDatain 2020
found “health” and “tipsy” are

the key terms about alcohol
for younger drinkers. They
enjoy the sense of fun that
comes with moderate drink-
ing, which lets them party
longer.

Many famous baijiu brands,
including Kweichow Moutai
and Wuliangye Yibin, are too
expensive for young consum-
ers. For example, Moutai’s
official mobile app, iMaotai,
shows that 100 milliliters of
Moutai’s classic Feitian 53
percent liquor costs 399 yuan
(US$60).

But it is not easy to buy it at

the original price because the
quantity provided on the appis
limited every day and demand
exceeds supply. The price is
hundreds of yuan higher on
unofficial channels.

Online retailer JD.com said
in a recent report that con-
sumers aged between 21 and
35 who bought baijiu during
the first quarter of this year
on the platform only account
for 23 percent of buyers.

But the report also said
there is an increasing number
of young adults being attract-
ed to baijiu. CBNData says the
younger generation has huge
market potential.

To make an impact on young
people, many famous baijiu
brands have been cooperating
with other enterprises tolaunch
innovative trans-boundary
products suitable for younger
tastes in recent years.
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Shanxi Xinghuacun Fen
Wine Factory Co, for exam-
ple, teamed up with Danish
chocolatier Anthon Berg to
create the world’s first baijiu-
flavored chocolates last year,
and they became a highlight
during the 4th China Interna-
tional Import Expo.

Wuliangye and Chinese
comic studio Dongmantang
unveiled a fantasy comic
“Biography of A Drunken Im-
mortal” inspired by baijiu on
the online platform Tencent
Animation and Comics last
year.

More than 30,000 people
clicked the “favorite” but-
ton and it won the best story
award at the 14th Xiamen
International Animation Fes-
tival, standing out from 3,340
works from nearly 40 nations
and regions.

Baijiu-flavored ice cream is
a favorite marketing device.
As the size of the ice cream in-
dustry increases year by year,
baijiu ice cream has become
a selling point — claiming
that buyers can get drunk by
eating ice cream, or making
it into the shape of a baijiu
bottle.

The trendy desserts were
very popular at first. Accord-
ing to CBNData’s report, for
instance, the 20,000 “blackout
drunk,” ice creams launched
by Luzhou Laojiao and ice
cream brand Chicecream
(known as Zhong Xue Gao) in
2020, sold out in only half an
hour.

But now many hits are hard
to find in the market. Some
products are limited from the
beginning, while some are
gradually disappearing off
the shelves.

Unlike these short-term
products, Moutai’s ice cream
has prepared for a “protracted
war.” The company said on
its official account on social
media platform Weibo that
it is doing research and de-
veloping new products that
meet the needs of young
consumers.

In May, Moutai cooperated
with dairy producer Mengniu
Dairy Co to launch three fla-
vors of ice creams — plum,
vanilla and milk — in small

b

Young consumers usually flinch from baijiu because of its strong taste, but Chinese baijiu brands are
reaching out to young adults with innovations such as baijiu-flavored snacks and ice cream. — IC

tubs. Each tub of 75-78 grams
contains around 2 percent of
Moutai and sells for between
59 and 66 yuan.

At the same time, the high-
end spirits maker opened
its first two ice cream shops
in southwestern Guizhou
Province where Moutai is a
specialty.

By this month, nine offline
flagship stores have been
opened in Chinese cities, such
as Hangzhou, Guangzhou and
Wuhan. People from 19 prov-
inces and cities, like Shanghai,
Beijing and Shanxi, can order
the ice cream on iMaotai.

Moutai said on Weibo that
10 new stores will open soon,
including in Shanghai, She-
nyang and Harbin.

Unofficial buying sources
can be found on e-commerce
platforms, such as Taobao
and JD.com, for those who
live outside the coverage
area. Customers need to pay
more than 200 yuan for a tub
from the purchasing agent.
Economic Weekly magazine
reported last month that an
agent in Beijing has made
about 100,000 yuan out of it.

Many people, including
bloggers, have shared their
first impression of the ice
creams on the Internet after
tasting them.

Food blogger “Boss Yao in
Beijing,” who has 1.12 mil-
lion followers on Douyin,

£=

the Chinese equivalent of
TikTok, highly praised the
trans-boundary product in
June. As a dessert chef, she
said the milk-flavored one is
the best ice cream she has
ever eaten.

“MR-White Ice,” a blogger
with nearly 26 million fol-
lowers on Douyin, said the
ice creams taste good but
the high price of such small
tubs makes him look like a
“sucker.”

Many netizens called the
high-priced ice cream a rip-
off. But when talking about
the spirit, they said that al-
though they cannot afford
Moutai, they can at least buy
Moutai ice cream.

Some people still cannot
take the taste of the throat-
burning liquor even though it
has been diluted with the ice
cream. Charlotte Wang, a 29-

The chocolate
ice cream spiked
with Moutai is
one of the top-
selling products
at Fontaine, a
gelato shop on
Wukang Road in
Shanghai’s Xuhui
District. — Tian
Shengjie

year-old woman who doesn’t
drink, told Shanghai Daily
that this was her first time
tasting baijiu but she thought
the ice cream was a drag to
eat.

It has also kicked off a na-
tionwide social media craze
for homemade Moutai ice
cream.

Many companies and corner
shops, like tea drink chain
Heytea and a gelato shop
Fontaine on Wukang Road
in Shanghai’s Xuhui District,
have found a niche in the
baijiu market. They add the
liquor to their products with-
out the endorsement of the
baijiu producers, producing
offerings fascinating many
young consumers.

Lee, 26-year-old owner of
Fontaine, said the chocolate
ice cream spiked with Feitian
Moutai is one of the three top-
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selling products in the store
and each is nearly 50 yuan.

There used to always be
long lines stretching outside.
Around 500 to 600 scoops of
the baijiu ice cream could be
sold in one day before the store
was badly hit by the COVID-19
pandemic this year.

“In the beginning, I just
wanted to run a bar. Three
years ago, I started to develop
a gelato with Chinese charac-
teristics, and I didn’t expect it
to sell so well,” he said.

“The combination of Moutai
and chocolate can make the
taste of the baijiu less strong,
so that novice drinkers can
appreciate it as well.”

As wanghong (Internet ce-
lebrity) products, just how
long the interest in baijiu ice
cream and other offerings
can last and just how much
benefit they can bring to busi-
nesses remains to be seen.

But it is undeniable that
more young people are tast-
ing baijiu for the first time
and getting a basic under-
standing of this traditional
spirit through these trendy
products.

When it comes to whether
baijiuneeds to be comprehen-
sively reformed for a younger
market, Ji Keliang, former
chairman of Moutai Group,
said on a chat show in 2020
that the reason why young
people don’t drink Moutai is
that they are too young, some-
what ignorant and do not
know how to appreciate it.

Although that sounds ar-
rogant, Jack Ma, co-founder
of Alibaba Group, thinks the
same way. He said at the World
Economic Forum in 2018 that
after experiencing the hard-
ships of life, today’s young
people may gradually learn
to love baijiu by the time they
turn 45.

A 55-year-old man surnamed
Shen also told Shanghai Daily
while eating Moutai ice cream:
“Without the impetuosity in
my youth and the flattery in
the workplace, when I turned
50 years old, I started to enjoy
my moments of solitude. It is
also when I fell in love with
baijiu itself.”

Time will tell.
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655.6 billion

1,196 projects have been signed, with a

17 Yangshan Port became the first port in China, and third in the world, that
can provide bonded LNG “ship-to-ship” refueling for international vessels. total investment of 655.6 billion yuan.
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World Laureates Forum was successfully held for 5 yea rs

four consecutive years.

Maximum residence permit for work

Approval time for permanent residency has
been shortened from 180 working days to

90 working days

Lingang talent
service center

The total investment
in frontier technology

Projects in frontier exceeded
technology industry
signed in the past
three years
Lingang established an The total effective testing mileage JL . ) ) B
_ o 1= The “single window” for foreign talent to apply for
entrepreneurship park The average patent of automatic driving
especially for international licensing process work and residence permits, shortens the waiting time
students and so far there are has been reduced from 17 working days to 7 working days.
more than 150 enterprises from three years to
registered in the park. three months. Roads open for automatic driving

Shanghai Astronomy Museum 150 km
e

| S

8.47m

sgm

New road construction New housing
: hectares
New greenways New green areas

13 | ©917%

New schools Days with good and
' excellent air quality

15 minutes

Pengmiao village

]ﬁ_._; Some 3 o o,o o o square meters of commercial facilities have

been built, forming a three-tier “municipal, regional and community-level”

All residents can reach

public service venues such

as education, health care and
elderly care in their communities
within 15 minutes. China Maritime Museum system.
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PRESIDENT JOKOWI .
LEADS RATAS

President Jokowi chaired

a Ratas (Rapat Terbatas)
on the Acceleration of the
Digital Transformation Pro-
gram for the Procurement
of Goods and Services, at
the Merdeka Palace, Jakar-
ta, Thursday (25/8).

SETKAB

Indonesia Has Never

4
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Leaned Toward
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Geopolitical Bloc: Lemhannas

Indonesia has never leaned toward one particular bloc
in response to global geopolitical and geomaritime chal-
lenges, governor of the National Resilience Institute
(Lemhannas), Andi Widjajanto, has said.

“WE are never being caught up to take
a position and be part of one particular
(geopolitical) bloc,” Widjajanto affirmed
at the 6th Jakarta Geopolitical Forum on
Wednesday (24/8).

Indonesia has never felt obliged to be part
of one particular bloc as its free and active

foreign policy has encouraged the country
to seek options to prevent the polarization
of the global community into two opposing
blocs, he added.

“Whether during the Cold War between
the United States and the Soviet Union, or
today when the United States has risen as

a single superpower, we need to seek other
options to accentuate our national interests,”
he said.

Indonesia often heeds more than one
doctrine and implements them concurrently,
he noted, adding that while pursuing a free
and active foreign policy, the nation also
abides by ASEAN consensus in the South-
east Asian region and offers technical and
functional solutions to address international
issues.

President Joko Widodo’s (Jokowi’s) recent
visit to Ukraine and Russia — which are at
war with each other -- has highlighted his

commitment to prioritizing technical and
functional solutions for resolving conflicts,
Widjajanto pointed out.

During the visit, the President offered
options for peace that the leaders of the
warring countries could pursue to end the
conflict, he added.

“We also offered other technical and func-
tional options as a solution (to existing issues),
and President Joko Widodo offered (solutions)
to anticipate the food crisis, particularly on
the wheat supply aspect, to ensure that the
commodity can be exported during the harvest
season in Ukraine,” he said.(*)

Ready to Hold Djakarta Festival Featuring 300 Small Businesses: Kadin

THE Jakarta Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (Kadin) has expressed its readiness to
hold the Djakarta Festival 2022 by involving 300
small and medium industries (SMEs) and micro,
small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs).

The festival, scheduled to be held from
August 26-28, 2022, will also involve businesses
owned by persons with disabilities, chairperson
of Jakarta Kadin, Diana Dewi, informed on
Wednesday (24/8). “The Jakarta Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, as the organizer, aims
to strengthen the commitment between stake-

holders to take sides and collaborate together
in re-elevating Jakarta’s SMEs and MSME:s after
being hit by the COVID-19 pandemic,” she said.

The Djakarta Festival 2022, which is a
part of the Provincial Leader’s Meeting 111
activities, will involve SMEs and MSMEs in
the fields of culinary, fashion, and craft, as
well as technopreneurs. Their products have
passed the curation stage, which covered
business licensing, packaging models, daily
production capacity, and portfolios.

Two of the products marketed at the

Djakarta Festival are knitted bags and woven
batik goods.

The festival participants have been pro-
vided items for booths, such as tents, tables,
chairs, and electricity for free.

“The main concept of Djakarta Festival
is ‘nobody left behind.” This means that all
layers (of society) are invited to collaborate.
The Jakarta Kadin wants to take real actions
so that MSMEs owned by persons with
disabilities can be equal to other MSMEs,”
Dewi said.

She further said that Jakarta Kadin is
fully committed to helping MSMEs to con-
tinue to upgrade themselves so that they
can go digital and global to penetrate the
export market.

Dewi expressed the hope that the Djakarta
Festival will run smoothly and provide bene-
fits to participants, as well as promote pride
in using local products. “The next impact is
to increase job opportunities, and indirectly,
increase people’s income and post-pandemic
economic growth,” she said.(¥)
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