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Time : 19:(0 WIB

e ae
Local Currency Settlement

@i‘llt R

IDR RMB:
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MmER ARG

M mih kTN

7. W EE SR

Foreign Exchange Rate againsi 1A
LCS CAY/IDR Reference Hate ; 2147
Currency | T1 Buy 1T Sel Cash Bary | Cash Sell
AUD 1R | 9,656.70 | 9,732.70 0.00 0,00
CNY I0R 2,129.78| 2142.78| 2124.TB| 2,147.78
EuR IDR | 15,411.00 | 15.230.00 0.00 0.00
GeBP DR | 17,271.30 | 17.411.30 0.00 0.00
HKD TDR 1968.70| 1.979.70) 1.9&64.70| 1.9283.70
IFY TDR 102.78 103.68 0.00 0,00
ScED 1DR | 10,843 80 | 10,.920.80 0.00 0,00
LUsp ok | 15,450.00 | 15,550.00 | 15,445.00 | 15,555.00
Sumber: - :E g 10 8A20H
Bank Indonesia & 20:00 WIB
®m K5 M ZH BEEH
T AUD 9.812,79  9.712,08  9.628,34
X3ETT BND 10.952,13 10.839,35 10.717,16
ART™ CNY 2.156,86 2.13523 2.138,78
EXIT EUR 15.316,24 15.157,69 14.929,60
HEE GBP 17.550,31 17.369,53 17.082,54
T HKD 1.983,27  1.963,51 1.956,23
Hit JPY 104.24 103.17 104.56
=it KRW 10,92 10,81 10,72
= iR N MYR 3.298,40 3.262,82 3.271,93
=TT NZD 8.850,66 8.761,06 8.586,88
FEEELER PHP 264,05 261,34 260,48
T SGD 10.952,13 10.839,35 10.711,34
=5k THB 407,98 403,60 402,97
Ep USsD 15.568,45 15.413,55 15.357,00
il
it (+/-) %
JKSE FEMIE B T 6,980.65 120.24 1.75%
N225 H£&Z35% 27,006.96 —250.42 -0.92%
HSI HiEELE 16,280.22 -231.06 -1.40%
SSEC _LiF%zis 3,035.05 -9.33 -0.31%
SZSE  iRyIBETH 10,965.33 -61.91 -0.56%
FTSTI iElERR 3,022.70 -0.10 —0.00%
KLCI OemiIrpE T 1,437.72 22.62 1.60%
TWII r=pt:cani) 12,946.10 -30.66 -0.24%
DJIA EIRHT 30,423.81 -99.99 -0.33%
Nasdaq ZHHTFIETE 10,680.51 -91.89 -0.85%
Qbﬂ Antam AF LM & Hrig (20224610 A20H)
B
&EEE (4. %) EME) ZH(E)
1.0 816,000 952,000
10.0 8,160,000 8,991,000
100.0 81,600,000 89,131,000
1,000.0 810,000,000 895,685,000
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Tickets go cheaper as Chinese
airlines restore overseas flights

Yang Jian

ajor Chinese airlines have

announced plans to largely

restore international flights

from later this month to
further boost cross-border exchanges
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

The State Council, or China’s Cabinet,
has called for an “orderly increase in
the number of domestic and interna-
tional flights, while taking convenience
measures for the travel of foreign com-
pany staffers.”

“China’s civil aviation regulator will
keep negotiating with other countries
to gradually increase the number of
international flights,” said Xu Qing,
director of the transport department
of the Civil Aviation Administration of
China.

Xu told the CAAC’s monthly press
briefing that regular international pas-
senger flights will be restored smoothly
to meet the demand of overseas Chi-
nese students and other personnel who
need to return or leave China.

The country’s three largest airlines
— China Eastern, China Southern and
Air China — along with some other
domestic carriers have released their
flight adjustment plans for the upcom-
ing winter-spring aviation season from
October 30, with more international
routes to be restored.

Shanghai-based China Eastern
plans to operate 108 international
flights per week from the end of the
month, doubling the current 54 weekly
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international flights.

Therestored overseas services include
popular routes between domestic cities
(including Shanghai, Qingdao in Shan-
dong Province, Hangzhou in Zhejiang
Province, Nanjing in Jiangsu Province,
and Kunming in Yunnan Province) and
Bangkok, Tokyo, Seoul, Manila, Ho Chi
Minh City as well as Dubai.

Many of the routes have been sus-
pended due to travel restrictions since
the COVID-19 outbreak in early 2020.

Guangzhou-based China Southern
plans to restore or increase the fre-
quency of flights between Guangzhou
and Jakarta, Tokyo, Dubai, Manila,
Bangkok and Phnom Penh. The num-
ber of international flights will rise to
86 from 71 at present during the new
flight season.

Air China, the nation’s flagship carri-
er, will restore multiple routes between
Beijing and international cities, such as
Manila, Jakarta, Tokyo, Warsaw, Athens,
Vancouver, Los Angeles and Toronto.

Spring Airlines, China’s biggest
budget carrier, will mainly restore its
short-haul overseas services to Hong
Kong, Macau, Osaka, Tokyo, Seoul
and Bangkok, while Juneyao, another
Shanghai-based private carrier, will
resume its Nanjing-Seoul and Nanjing-
Osaka flights.

With the number of international
flights surging, ticket prices will largely
drop.

Air China’s Beijing-Tokyo one-way
economy-class ticket, for instance,
is being sold at 2,080 yuan (US$289).

Check out our website

Passengers check in at an airline’s counter at Pudong airport for an overseas trip.

— Ti Gong

Spring Airlines’ Shanghai-Macau ticket
costs 99 yuan.

“I spent 30,000 yuan to buy a direct
flight ticket from London’s Heathrow
airport to Shanghai’s Pudong airport in
August, but still felt quite lucky to be
able to buy the air ticket and fly home,”
said Xue Yuqi, a Chinese student study-
ing in London.

A London-Shanghai China Eastern
ticket sold for over 90,000 yuan in
July, despite the transfer-transit pro-
cess, compared with about 10,000 yuan
for the direct service between the two
countries that resumed in late August.

International airlines have also been
given the nod to gradually restore or
increase flights to the mainland.

WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

Etihad Airways Flight EY868 from
Abu Dhabi to Guangzhou landed at Bai-
yun International Airport on October
11, marking the airline’s first restored
flight to the Chinese mainland since the
COVID-19 outbreak. It plans to further
restore its regular services to Shanghai,
Beijing and Guangzhou.

Budget carrier Scoot Airways has re-
stored flights from Singapore to seven
mainland cities, including Tianjin in
the north and Chengdu in Sichuan
Province.

About 35 international flights with
10,000-plus seats were operated on the
Chinese mainland daily in September, up
by a quarter month on month, according
to flight data provider Flight Master.
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The 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China opened in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Sunday. — Xinhua

66

This country is its people;
the people are the
country. As the CPC has
led the people in fighting
to establish and develop
the People’s Repubilic, it
has really been fighting for
their support.

Xi Jinping

Chinese President
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Xi lists achievements, tasks
as key CPC congress opens

he 20th National Congress

of the Communist Party of

China opened last Sunday at

the Great Hall of the People
in Beijing.

Xi Jinping delivered a report to the
congress on behalf of the 19th CPC
Central Committee. The following are
some highlights of the report:

P\

The theme of the congress is hold-
ing high the great banner of socialism
with Chinese characteristics, fully
implementing the Thought on Social-
ism with Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era, carrying forward the great
founding spirit of the Party, stay-
ing confident and building strength,

upholding fundamental principles and
breaking new ground, forging ahead
with enterprise and fortitude, and
striving in unity to build a modern
socialist country in all respects and
advance the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation on all fronts, Xi said in
the report.

Three major events

The past decade marked three major
events of great immediate importance
and profound historical significance
for the cause of the Party and the peo-
ple, Xi pointed out.

“We embraced the centenary of the
Communist Party of China, we ushered
in a new era of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, and we eradicated

absolute poverty and finished build-
ing amoderately prosperous society in
all respects, thus completing the First
Centenary Goal.”

 Economic gro

China has seen a historic rise in its
economic strength in the past decade.

China’s GDP has grown to 114 trillion
yuan (US$16 trillion) from 54 trillion
yuan in the past decade and come to
account for 18.5 percent of the world
economy, up 7.2 percentage points, Xi
noted.

o)
CPC’s central task e

“From this day forward, the central
task of the CPC will be to lead the Chi-
nese people of all ethnic groups in a
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concerted effort to realize the Second
Centenary Goal of building China into
a great modern socialist country in all
respects and to advance the rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation on all fronts
through a Chinese path to moderniza-
tion,” Xi said as he expounded on the
missions and tasks of the CPC on the
new journey of the new era.

The CPC aims to basically realize
socialist modernization from 2020
through 2035 and build China into a
great modern socialist country that
is prosperous, strong, democratic,
culturally advanced, harmonious and
beautiful from 2035 through the middle
of this century.

-~

People’s well-being

Xi pledged to improve the people’s
well-being and raise quality of life.

“This country is its people; the people
are the country. As the CPC has led
the people in fighting to establish and
develop the People’s Republic, it has re-
ally been fighting for their support,”
he stated.

China will improve the system of
income distribution. “We will ensure
more pay for more work and encourage
people to achieve prosperity through
hard work,” Xi said. “We will promote
equality of opportunity, increase the
incomes of low-income earners and
expand the size of the middle-income
group.”

China will do more to help those in
difficulty find employment and meet
their basic needs, and improve the
social security system with expanded
coverage of social insurance programs,
he added.

National reunification >

Xi insisted that the CPC will imple-
ment its overall policy for resolving
the Taiwan question in the new era
and unswervingly advance the cause
of national reunification.

“Resolving the Taiwan question is a
matter for the Chinese, a matter that
must be resolved by the Chinese,” he
stressed.

“We will continue to strive for peaceful
reunification with the greatest sincerity
and the utmost effort, but we will never
promise to renounce the use of force,
and we reserve the option of taking all
measures necessary. This is directed
solely at interference by outside forces
and the few separatists seeking “Taiwan
independence’ and their separatist ac-
tivities; it is by no means targeted at our
Taiwan compatriots.”

(CGTN)
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For the past 10 years, China has made remarkable achievements in various aspects,
including economy, social governance, rural revitalization and the improvement of

people’s livelihood. Let’s check them out!

AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTA

China’s average life expectancy has reached

78.2

years

PER CAPITA DISPOSABLE
ANNUAL INCOME

China’s GDP expanded by an average annual rate of

percent
|
3.7 percentgrowth in
developing economies 2021

2013

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Unit:yuan

35,100

16y/

2012 2021

URBAN JOBS

More than

2021 13 million

2012

urban jobs have
been created each
year on average

China had secured a complete victory in its
fight against poverty, lifting close to

100M

people

outof poverty in eightyears

BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

Overthe past nine years, China has signed BRI
cooperation agreements with over

1 40 countries and
morethan 3 o

international organizations.

Graphics by Shanghai Daily
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Shanghai strives to make it perfect for the elderly

Hu Min

ANASTASIJA Puzankova of
Latvia, who has been living
in Shanghai for 18 years, is
former director of the Jiufeng
Senior Home in Liantang
Town, Qingpu District.

She studied Chinese for
two years in Latvia and
then pursued law at Fudan
University. During a recent
interview, Puzankova re-
membered being surprised
when she first met the resi-
dents of the home.

“I was surprised by their
age and discovered that Chi-
nese seniors have a long life,”
she said. “I remember them
as healthy, enthusiastic and
vigorous.”

She treated them as her
grandparents and won their
hearts.

She is now researching
topics related to the elderly
care industry and has been
participating in an inclusive
community project.

Shanghai is going all out
to ensure a quality, happy

life for its elderly citizens,
particularly those who live
alone in a society with a large
aging population.

The city is developing a
comprehensive senior-ori-
ented service network and is
meeting the growing need for
efficient, convenient, and eq-
uitable senior-care services.

A safer and more age-
friendly living environment
for older residents is being
created citywide.

A “15-minute community
life circle” is being estab-
lished throughout the city,
giving residents access to
services such as meals, fit-
ness, nursing and health
care within a 15-minute
walk of their homes. A can-
teen that serves hot meals
close to seniors’ homes is
exactly what they require.
Meals from the community
canteens will be delivered
to the homes of those with
physical disabilities.

Senior-friendly gyms are
also popping up all over

Anastasija Puzankova

Shanghai. They are mostly
built in local communities
and are designed and geared
toward the physical needs of
those over the age of 55.
Shanghai is one of China’s
first aging cities. The num-
ber of people aged 60 and up
reached 5.42 million by the

lranian actor does his bit to promote
friendship between his country and China

Xu Wei

WHEN Arash Estilaf, an Iranian actor,
TV host, and merchant, was a child,
made-in-China items such as pens,
balms and TV sets brought home by his
father piqued his interest in China.

Estilaf, also known as Hua Bobo in
Chinese, left Tehran for Shanghai to
study Chinese at East China Normal
University in 2005. Estilaf recalled that
at the time, China was not a popular
choice for young Iranians looking to
study abroad. Estilaf, on the other
hand, fell in love with the country and
surprised his friends.

He enrolled in the Shanghai The-
ater Academy in 2010 to pursue a
postgraduate degree in television and
broadcasting, and he later earned a
PhD in film and TV production and
media management.

Estilaf, now 34, did not expect to

stay in China for so long, despite his
extensive educational experience here.
He has been in Shanghai for 17 years,
as “an ambassador of culture” between
Iran and China.

“My second hometown is Shanghai.”
“I've lived in this city longer than any
other in the world,” Estilaf said. “When
I go to Iran, my friends refer to me as
a ‘laowar’ (foreigner) in terms of the
influence from my life in China.”

He was on top trend (hot search) in
2020 for his impressive acting in the
TV drama “Go Go Squid!” Some 139
million people searched his Chinese
name “Hua Bobo” in only two hours on
Weibo. He was astounded by the power
of China’s social media.

Estilaf has witnessed China’s tre-
mendous development over the years,
particularly in transportation, the In-
ternet and environmental protection.

end of 2021, accounting for
36.3 percent of permanent
residents, up from 36.1 per-
cent in 2020.

At the end of September,
Shanghai had 3,689 cente-
narians, a record number.
The resident who is the old-
est is 112 years old.
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Cultural
confidence
represents a
fundamental and
profound force
that sustains the
development of

a people and a
nation.

— XiJinping
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Hendrik

Maarten
Dijkerman

Dutch equestrian master
gallops for Shanghai

Yang Yang

HENDRIK Maarten Dijkerman, 66, a
professional rider and coach from
the Netherlands, comes from a three-
generation equestrian family.

He first came to China in 2012 and
found that the country was just get-
ting started with the horse business.
He stayed a bit longer in Shanghai to
help the city develop the sport, teach-
ing people how to take care of horses,
feed them, make shoes for them as
well as riding skills and all things
relating to horsemanship.

In 2014, the Longines Global Cham-
pions Tour came to Shanghai for the
first time with its glamorous com-
petition, galloping horses and riders
tall on the saddle. The event marked
a tremendous step forward for the
city’s strength in holding interna-
tional sports competitions.

Dijkerman broke his personal record

for a jump over a hurdle height of 1.9
meters at the China Tour following
the 2015 Shanghai Longines Global
Champions Tour on Fritz, a German
horse he had tamed and trained.

Dijkerman loves a horse for its intel-
ligence and sensitivity.

“They have their own mind. I think,
‘go left,” and the horse has already
turned (left),” the Dutch said.

Dijkerman is not just a skilled rider
and a patient coach, but also a spiri-
tual horse tamer.

“Every time you bring some new
people up to the level, you feel nice.
That’s also what has kept me going
through all these years.

“The same applies for horses. I
start with 4- or 5-year-old horses.
I train them, level them up until
13 or 14 ... and I start with young
horses all over again. That’s what
keeps me going,” he noted.

PEOPLE 5

Danish businessman approves
of city's business environment

Simon Lichtenberg

66

Improving

the business
environment is an
ongoing process,
and there is always
room for things to
get better.

— XiJinping

Yang Jian

SIMON Lichtenberg is founder and CEO of
Trayton Group, a leading Nordic furniture
manufacturer based in Shanghai’s Min-
hang District.

Over the last three decades, the Dane,
who first came to Shanghai way back in
1987, has witnessed the city’s rapid eco-
nomic development and the improvement
in its business environment.

The winner of the city’s Magnolia Gold
Award, given to foreigners for their local
contribution, in 2019, Lichtenberg began
his China journey as a student of Chinese
at Fudan University.

Back then in the late 1980s, he experi-
enced a planned economy, cramped buses
and streets as well as the deserted Lujiazui
area, which was just some acres of paddy
field.

Then in 1993, he set up a trading com-
pany for products imported from Denmark
in a hotel room in Honggiao, which was
among the first batch of foreign enter-
prises in Shanghai.

Lichtenberg’s firm is now a world-
famous furniture brand with over 2,000
employees. More than 1,000 containers of
furniture designed and manufactured by
his company in Shanghai and neighboring
Zhejiang Province are exported across the
world every month.

Praising Shanghai, he points out that the
attitude of the government has become
more open, friendly and service-minded.
“This has always been helpful during every
stage of my entrepreneurship in the city.”

Canadian researcher hails Shanghai as a paradise for scientific research

Li Qian

JEREMY Murray doesn’t speak
Chinese, but that didn’t stop
him from settling down in
China. It was a risky maneu-
ver, but he pulled it off.

“Not a word of Chinese.
But I function well here in
Shanghai,” said the 51-year-
old Canadian scientist.

Like the majority of Chi-
nese people, he is heavily
reliant on WeChat, China’s
most popular messaging app,
with approximately 1.3 bil-
lion monthly active users.

“Ican’tlive without WeChat,”
he said. As the lingering

pandemic disrupted his trav-
el plans, he created a long list
of WeChat groups to assign
homework, hold scholarly de-
bates, and communicate with
his overseas friends and fam-
ily members, particularly his
elderly mother.

Murray began in Canada
before moving to the Unit-
ed States. He then moved
to the United Kingdom to
work at the John Innes
Centre, a world-renowned
plant and microbial science
research institute. He made
the decision to pursue his
research in Shanghai about

five years ago.

Shanghali, in his opinion, is
a kind of paradise for scien-
tific research.

“I don’t think you can get
better,” he said, giving an “A”
for the city’s scientific re-
search environment. “We’ve
got fantastic facilities here.
We’ve also got a great team
of scientists. There are a lot
of people doing cutting-edge
research here. So you can
sit down at the canteen and
discuss science with some of
the leading researchersin the
world.”

Murray admits that his

success would not have been
possible without the sup-
port of his employer and the
Shanghai government.

“I feel very supported,” he
said. “Like I've got supple-
ments to help my rental here,
which is a big issue in Shang-
hai for scientists.”

“I have to say in terms of
being able to obtain funding,
the personnel, the people, it’s
been easier here,” he said. “We
have a clear advantage here
where we can build a bigger
team faster and with enough
research funding to take on
ideas that come to me.”

Jeremy Murray
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|| Camel caravans were used for trading on the ancient Silk Road over 2,000 years ago. In modern
times, they have been replaced by freight trains (inset), which connect 196 cities in 24 European
countries and transport more than 50,000 types of goods. — Xinhua/IC

The Spirit That Shapes China

Since its founding over a century ago, the Communist
Party of China has taken upon itself to serve the people
with a spirit that includes devotion and dedication to
common good. Understanding the whole spectrum of
the CPC spirit provides a key to understanding how
China has grown into what it is today. In this series,
Shanghai Daily uses real stories to explain what com-
prises this ideal that unites the nation and her people in
their effort to create a better world for all.

A statue of Zheng He and a replica of his “treasure boat” in
Suzhou, Jiangsu Province. — IC

22 it fi
PIRIT OF

SILK ROAD

spurs global prosperity

Yang Jian

niconic stone statue

in China’s north-

western city of Xi'an

reproduces a pros-
perous scene along the ancient
Silk Road — Western business-
men lead a train of camels
carrying newly acquired prod-
ucts from the East.

In the same city, a Chang’an
China-Europe freight train
leaves for Kazakhstan from
Xi'an International Port every
day. The railway service now
reaches 200 cities in 24 Eu-
ropean countries, forming a

new transport network for the
modern Silk Road.

For millennia, exchange
along this route has shaped
the Silk Road spirit, which
is embodied in peace and
cooperation, openness and
inclusiveness, mutual learn-
ing and mutual benefit. Such
an understanding also in-
forms one of the fundamental
principles for international
interaction today.

Central Asia expedition
The Silk Road first emerged

more than 2,100 years ago
during the Han Dynasty (206
BC-AD 220) after China’s envoy
Zhang Qian twice visited Cen-
tral Asia. The imperial envoy
was commissioned to explore
the unknown lands beyond the
region in search of potential
trading partners and allies.
The expedition later helped
to form the ancient Silk Road,
spanning over 6,400 kilome-
ters from the Chinese capital
of Chang’an (currently Xi’an)
to Rome, which played a
crucial role in facilitating eco-
nomic, cultural, political and
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religious interactions between
the East and the West.

Some 1,500 years later, an-
other Silk Road on the sea
was opened by the Chinese
explorer, diplomat and admi-
ral Zheng He during the early
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).

Commissioned by Emperor
Yongle and his successor,
Zheng commanded seven expe-
ditionary voyages to Southeast
Asia, South Asia, West Asia
and East Africa from 1405 to
1433. It is said that his giant
ships could carry hundreds of
sailors on their four decks and
were bigger than any wooden
ship ever recorded.

At the end of the 19th cen-
tury, German geographer and
traveler Ferdinand von Rich-
thofen named the routes die
Seidenstrasse, which means
“the Silk Road,” in his book
“China.” It derives its name
from the lucrative trade of
silk textiles produced almost
exclusively in China.

The ancient Silk Road was
a platform for interpersonal
and cultural exchanges, where
ethnic, racial, religious and
cultural convergence took
place across the centuries.

Through the overland and
maritime trade routes, Chinese
silk, tea and porcelain were
exported to Europe, Mediter-
ranean regions and Southeast
Asia, while exotic agricultur-
al products and fruits, such
as walnuts, pepper, grapes,
pomegranates and carrots,
were imported to China.

During the 10th century, the
poems of famous Tang Dynas-
ty (AD 618-907) poets Bai Juyi
and Yuan Zhen were spread
to Western countries via the
route, while foreign music and
musical instruments became
popular among both the gen-
eral public and the imperial
family in China.

Between the 12th and 15th
centuries, the inventions of
paper, compass and gunpow-
der in China reached Europe
through the Silk Road, enabling
the Renaissance, the Maritime
Exploration, the Protestant
Reformation and the scientific
and industrial revolutions that
changed the world.

The Mogao Caves in

A World Bank report has predicted that Belt
and Road Initiative transport projects could, by
2030, help lift 7.6 million people out of extreme
poverty and 32 million people out of moderate
poverty globally, according to Xinhua.

northwest China’s Gansu
Province, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site containing the
finest examples of Buddhist
art spanning a period of 1,000
years, records and showcases
how Eastern and Western cul-
tures were exchanged.

Exotic clothes, musical
instruments and dancing
postures are portrayed in
the delicate frescoes in the
former Silk Road hub city of
Dunhuang.

The ancient route has under-
gone a revival during the 21st
century.

China’s B&R Initiative

China proposed to build a
Silk Road Economic Belt and
a 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road in cooperation with other
countries along the route in
2013.

The initiative focuses on pro-
moting policy coordination,
connectivity of infrastruc-
ture and facilities, unimpeded
trade, financial integration and
closer interpersonal ties, with
the goal of bringing benefit
to all and building a commu-
nity with a shared future for
mankind.

From 2013 to 2021, the total
volume of trade of goods be-
tween China and countries

along the BRI routes amounted
to nearly US$11 trillion, while
two-way investment exceeded
US$230 billion, according
to the Chinese Ministry of
Commerece.

After the COVID-19 outbreak
in 2020, the China-Europe
freight railway, known as
the new Silk Road, became a
lifeline for the transport of an-
ti-COVID supplies, especially
when air and sea transport
were largely crippled.

By July 2022, the railway had
transported 109,000 tons, or
14.2 million pieces of medical
items, to Italy, Germany, Spain,
the Czech Republic, Poland,
Hungary, the Netherlands and
Lithuania, and from there to
more European countries.

More projects focus on the
basic needs of people in de-
veloping countries. In Senegal,
a rural well-drilling project,
consisting of 251 wells and
1,800km of water pipelines
that China had pledged to
fund, has brought clean water
to one-seventh of Senegal’s
population.

Meanwhile in Argentina,
a photovoltaic plant in the
country’s northern province
of Jujuy powers some 160,000
homes.

Through the modern Mari-
time Silk Road, Chinese hybrid
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A map of the
ancient Silk Road
during the Tang
Dynasty (AD 618-
907). —IC

Students learn at the Luban Workshop at Djibouti Industrial and
Commercial School in Djibouti City, capital of Djibouti. — Xinhua

rice has been promoted in
many places in Africa to
significantly increase food
production and reduce famine
and poverty.

“One of the Belt and Road
Initiative’s contributions to
the African continent is on
poverty alleviation and agri-
cultural development,” said
Lewis M. Ndichu, a researcher
at Nairobi-based think tank
Africa Policy Institute.

Over 20 Luban Workshops,
named after China’s legend-
ary master carpenter Lu Ban
(507-444 BC), have shared the
nation’s vocational educational
experiences with 19 countries,
including Thailand, Cambodia,
Portugal, the United Kingdom,
Djibouti and Egypt.

Traditional Chinese medi-
cine has become a new option
for patients in countries along
the Belt and Road amid China’s
promotion of TCM overseas.

In 2021, Xi’an TCM Hospital of
Encephalopathy in northwest

China’s Shaanxi Province,
Astana Medical University and
the School of Medicine of Naz-
arbayev University jointly set
up a rehabilitation center for
brain diseases at Nur-Sultan,
capital of Kazakhstan. Over
3,700 people have sought
treatment at the center.

The Belt and Road Initiative
gives the Central Asia region
an opportunity to fulfill the
strategic task of direct access
to seaports and turn the region
into a transportation hub of
transcontinental highways from
east to west and from north to
south, Kyrgyz President Sadyr
Zhaparov has commented to
Xinhua news agency.

A World Bank report has
predicted that the Belt and
Road Initiative transport
projects could, by 2030, help
lift 7.6 million people out of
extreme poverty and 32 mil-
lion people out of moderate
poverty globally, ccording to
a Xinhua report.
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President Jokowi
distributes aid at
Muntok Market,

West Bangka

Regency, Bangka
Belitung Islands,

Thursday (20/10).

SETKAB

Global

Ve,

TrljSt in

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) highlighted the increase
in global confidence in Indonesia after the achievement of
national economic growth and controlled domestic inflation
in the midst of a disrupted global economy.

THE president also stated that the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) lauded the
economy in the country by calling Indonesia
a bright spot in the midst of the gloom of
the world economy.

“The Managing Director of IMF, Krista-
lina Georgieva, said that, not us. The appraisal

Use of Appropriate Technology Fueling Optimism in Villages:

THE Villages, Development of Disad-
vantaged Regions, and Transmigration Minis-
try has informed that the use of appropriate
technology has led to villages looking at the
future with more optimism.

“Technological innovation always acts
as a spring, which makes countries, regions,
and villages (advance) further, making the
future (filled with) optimism,” the head of
development and information at the ministry,
Ivanovich Agusta, said at the “Nusantara
Appropriate Technology Event” in Cirebon,

would increase global trust in us,” Jokowi
remarked while opening the 37th Indonesia
Trade Expo in Tangerang District, Banten,
Wednesday (19/10).

The economic achievement intended by
Jokowi is the realization of Indonesia’s gross
domestic product (GDP) growth of 5.44 per-

West Java, on Wednesday (19/10).

Currently, villages have succeeded in
changing the innovation diffusion curve, he
noted. During the 2017-2018 period, the vil-
lage innovation project managed to compile
the names of more than 20 thousand inno-
vation-producing villages, which account for
29 percent of villages in the country. “The
reality on the practice is definitely more than
that,” he remarked.

Agusta said that villages have now succeed-
ed in creating a vast opportunity for innovation

Indonesia Shows
Improvement: Jokowi

cent year on year (yoy) in the second quarter
of 2022. Indonesia was able to achieve that
in the midst of a global recession.

“We are one of the countries to have
clocked the highest economic growth among
the G20 countries and other countries,” the
head of state remarked.

Jokowi also noted that the inflation rate was
still under control in the second quarter at 4.9
percent and 4.6 percent in August 2022. How-
ever, Jokowi acknowledged that the increase
in the price of fuel oil (BBM) caused inflation
in September 2022 to increase to 5.9 percent.

Despite the increase, Indonesia’s inflation
until September 2022 was still under control,

by improving their innovation ecosystem.

He further noted that Wednesday’s event
had brought inventors and the market togeth-
er. “Therefore, throughout the ‘Nusantara
Appropriate Technology Event,” a business
meeting room will also be provided,” he said.

On the same occasion, Villages, Develop-
ment of Disadvantaged Regions, and Trans-
migration Minister Abdul Halim Iskandar
said that currently, there has been an increase
in the use of appropriate technology in vil-
lages, both for agriculture, animal husbandry,

he remarked.

“Please compare our inflation with that
of other countries, our growth with the
economic growth of other countries,” he
emphasized.

The head of state called on all parties
to remain optimistic regarding the current
economic conditions despite various interna-
tional financial institutions having projected
a decline in the 2022 and 2023 economies.

“International institutions say that this
year is difficult and the next year will be dark.
Our country must remain optimistic, but we
must be vigilant and be careful because the
storm is difficult to predict,” he added.(*)

Ministry
and aquaculture.

Thus, the use of appropriate technolo-
gy could increase production and generate
added value for people who live in villages,
he added.

Iskandar said he expects the use of
appropriate technology to enable rural com-
munities to do their jobs. “Technology can
facilitate and benefit the village community,
as well as raise the awareness of villagers to
use appropriate technology to create added
value,” the minister added.(¥)
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