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MEN AR
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Foreign Exchange Rate agaist 1DR
LCS CNY/IDR Reference Hate : 2203

Currency | TT Buy T Sell | Cash Buy | Cash Sell
aun 1ok | 10,583.48 | 10,659.48 0.00 0.00
cny DR | 2211.78| 2,224.78| 2,206.78| 2,229.TB
EUR DR | 16,264.7T2 | 16,383.72 0.00 0.00
GBF DR | 1B,776.44 | 18,916.44 0.00 0.00
Hko DR | 1,993.69| 2,004.69| 1,989.69| 2,008.69
7Y 1DR 113.52 114.42 0.00 0.00
scD DR | 11,462.48 | 11,539.48 0.00 0.00
wso 1ok | 15,550.00 | 15,650.00 | 15,545.00 | 15,655.00
::rrlrl‘(bli:.ionesia iE E 2‘:)2:0}(? \;IVIIIE;

& R = i B EM
T AUD  10.629,94 10.517,90 10.511,32
T BND  11.544,59 11.42555 11.385,02
AR CNY 221579 2.193,19  2.188,94
RKIT EUR  16.379,18 16.209,94 16.236,04
" GBP  18.937,39 18.744,26 18.815,39
BT HKD 2.027,52 2.007,32  2.008,13
B JPY 114.21 113.06 111.94
BT KRW 12,02 11,90 11,68
OsRAE T MYR 354327  3.502,52  3.454,34
HHEZT NZD 9.861,05 9.756,66  9.729,14
FERELR PHP 279,72 276,83 275,03
FAnE T SGD 11.544,59 11.42555 11.386,31
£33 THB 448,81 444,10 435,41
=S USD  15.820,71 15.663,29 15.688,00

Fﬁlﬁlﬂi Sumberf:|Reuters)

Eig (+/-) %
JKSE  HEmiARE™ 7,020.80 -60.51  -0.85%
N225  HZIEH 28,226.08 257.09 0.92%
HSI HEEE 18,736.44 139.21 0.75%
SSEC LiE%R#R 3,165.47 14.14 0.45%
SZSE  RIIBEH 11,264.16 155.66 1.40%
FTSTI igIkER 3,292.73 2.24 0.07%
KLClI  SR#EIER™ 1,491.51 2.71 0.18%
TWII a|igiR™m 15,012.80 133.25 0.90%
DJIA  EIRHT 34,553.04 -36.73  -0.11%
Nasdaq #HHTIATE 11,496.33 28.33 0.25%
,‘1'_._""'-“1l Antam 27 LM &M1& (20224£12A1H)
SREE (86 %) EME) ZM(E)
1.0 899,000 1,011,000
10.0 8,990,000 9,576,000
100.0 89,900,000 94,983,000
1,000 875,500,000 954,207,000
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MASPION

“CINTAILAH PRODUK-PRODUK INDONESIA"

Intelligent

AIR PURIFIER

PEMBERSIH UDARA

Jaminan kualitas lebih baik dari
buatan Jepang, Korea maupun China

Alr Infet

[H13)

SIRKULASI UDARA MASUK 2 SiS| & SISTEM FILTER GANDA

e Sistemn sirkulasi udara ganda & sistem filter ganda yang mamgu meningkatkan

kilalitas udara d| dalam ruangat

5 LANGKAH PROSES PENYARINCAN dengan FILTER HEPA H13
Double Pre Fllter
- = Double UV Light - = lonizer

Yang efektif membasmi bakter berbahaya dan virus di udara hingga 92.97%

“@a Menchasilkan ion regative, s20indgas kKualitas udara yvang difiasilkan [20ih Barsih dan sehal
J1- ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT STERILIZATION

=8 = Dilengkapl Bmpu ultravioler ganda vang mampu mambunuh virs atau baktarn

e sahilingga menghasiikan udara barsih

AIR QUALITY INDICATOR MONITOR

SEnsor yang secars otomatis mendeteks kualitas udara

™
INTELLIGENCE PARTICLE SENSOR
Sensor particle udara Yang secara ctormatis mengukur
dan mengatur kualitas udara pada indlcator warna Digltal Monitor

RCHYENSIONAL AlR PLRIFIER
i i
e

SIMGLE FILTER [ 5I5h

FEW BINCVATION MASPIOHN AlR PURIFEER
=)
1

il

DOUBLE FILTER (25154 SIWGLE FILTER [1 5158

Merupakan suatu kebanggaan bagi kaml produk Maspion dapat hadir
ditengah keluarga harmonis setiap hari. Terima kasih Indonesia

0 Maspion Electronics masplonslectronics masplonelectronics.com

HEPA Flltar UV
Light

Fan Capacity (CADR) 1557 mdyh  Efektif Area r = 50 mz2

= Double HEPA Filter H13- = Double Carbon Active Filter

UV HEDA Filtar

Lght  [HT3)

Filter Replacement

Reminder
TERSEDLA DI
« MASPION OFFICIAL STORE  «MASPION Square
tokopedia Lantal Dasar Blok GB - 03
- Jl. A Yanl T3, Surabayva
» MASPION OFF|CIAL SHOP
SHGPE-E Telp. D31-B&TT 575

Dan tarsedin di

"MASPION Bazaar Toke Eloktronik Torcdakat

Ruko Gateway Blok 17
Pepelegl - Sidoarjo
Telp, 031-855 4108

* MASPION Bazaar
Maspion Plaza, 2, Gunung Sahari Baya Kav18

Pademangan Barat - Jakarta Utara
Telp, 021 - 6473000

visit jualbellOK.com to shop
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Tabungan

DASYATT 2
Menciptakan Sejuta UMKM DEPOSITO DASYATT

Maspion Bazaar Gerai UMKM KABAR GEMBIRAII
Per 2| November 2022 Bunga Deposito DASYATT meniadi:

Rp 20 Juta s/d < Rp 10 Miliar
Rp 10 Miliar ke atas 5.50% p.a.

= Nikmati benefit hingga 5.25% p.a (terdiri dari bunga & reward).

- Nasaboh yang direferensikan berkesempatan menjadi Sub
Distributor Maspion Group dan mendapatkan discount | 5% + cash
discount 5% untuk setiop pembelian produk Maspion Group
(pembayaran melalui Tabungan DASYATT).

- Dapatkan discount tambahan 2% apabila penjualan min. Rp * Berloku untuk penegmpatan dana baru atau fop up dana.
80it/3bulan atau 2.5% apabila penjualan min. Rp 1 25it/3bulan. *Bagl m:lus-::buh ;rndng minﬁhtﬂncrju?r'i p:::lnwnp-::f::nh :I-.Epnsifnl_i;tggg:;
2 | i | nominal sampai dengan Rp ilior dengan suku bunga maka
E:nEﬁ;_ dal yumm'“tubnn‘:giﬂpn"im oleh na h UMKM yang berlaku ketentuan sesuval dengan suku bunga penfaminan darl LPS
rgabung dalam p zqar: saat iy,

a. Apabila omzet semakin besar, nasabah UMEKM yang tergabung
dalam Maspion Bazaar dopat menjadi Distributor Maspion
Croup.

b. Dapat melakukan transaksi pembayaran tagihan rutin (PDAM,
PLM, Tiket Kereta, Telkom, Pulsa HP, dan lain - lain) melalui MEB
(Maspion Blectronic Banking).

c. Nasabah yang mereferensikan Penabung / Deposan untuk
membuka rekening otou deposito di Bank Maspion akan /
diberikan reward sebesar 5% setiop bulan dari nominal bunga.

d. Nasaboh berkesempatan memperoleh kredit dengan bunga
0% p.a.

Ayo Indonesia Maju !
Ekspansi Kredit

Rp 10 M ke atas

<Rp10M

Kuniungl lokasi-lokas! Maspion Boraor df:
Ruko Coteway Blok |7 Pepelegi, Maspion Ploza, ) Guaung Sahar Roya

Sidoario. T 03 1-855 4 108 Kav. |8, Jakarta Utara, Telp. 02 1 -6470 1000 Contact Person: Charlie Wicoksana - 0817 9916 009
" Fransiska Vivi - 08 16 5430 005
+ -y
WA o 78 Beabare Telo, 3 1-8477 575 Theresia E Winami - 081 1 3635 758
o s (rﬁ e F*_T E‘:I.Enjk Maspiﬂn. Indonesia, Thk terdaftar dan 1SR CALL
Eensamiv - diawasi oleh Otoritas Jasa Keuangan dan |' -=,c~ _&r.- P —
=y merupakan peserta penjaminan LPS -
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150-year-old sunken ship salvaged

Yang Yang

alvage ship Fenli has

guided the newly hoisted

Yangtze River Estuary

No. 2 Ancient Vessel into
a Shanghai dock amid a welcom-
ing water salute.

The vessel, carried in an 8,800-
ton arch-shaped box supported
by 22 giant arch beams inside
the moon pool of the Fenli Ship,
arrived at the No. 1 dock of the
former site of the Shanghai
Shipyard in Yangpu District at
1:30pm last Friday.

About two hours later, the
arch-shaped box that wraps
the vessel precisely landed on
concrete-poured saddle bases
inside the dock, marking the
ultimate success of the salvage
of the sunken ship.

The Yangtze River Estuary
No. 2 Ancient Vessel, a wooden
sand-trading boat built around
1862-1875 during the reign of
Emperor Tongzhi of the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1911), was de-
tected during an underwater
archeological investigation near
the Hengsha Island of Chong-
ming District in 2015.

Priceless archeological trea-
sures have been found in its
cabins.

Underwater currents gradu-
ally exposed the ship from the
sludge, making it impossible
to carry out on-site preserva-
tion. The turbid waters around
the Yangtze River Estuary also
prevented a comprehensive

o
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Salvage ship Fenli guides the Yangtze River Estuary No. 2 Ancient
Vessel into its dock at the former site of the Shanghai Shipyard in

Yangpu District. — Ti Gong

underwater archeological probe
from being carried out.

In 2021, a plan for salvaging
the ship was worked out, mak-
ing it a national-level cultural
relics protection and scientific
innovation endeavor.

In the early morning on No-
vember 21, the sunken ship,
after more than 150 years bur-
ied underwater in the mud of
the Yangtze River Estuary, sur-
faced after nearly three hours of
hoisting operation.

“Due to the windy maritime
conditions after the salvage, we
temporarily docked the Fenli
Ship and the ancient vessel at a
shipyard in the Hengsha Chan-
nel between the Changxing and
Hengsha islands of Chongming
District,” said Zhou Dongrong,
commander-in-chief of the sal-
vage project and deputy director
of the Shanghai Salvage Bureau.
The No. 1 dock, the biggest of the
two docks of Shanghai Shipyard,

dates back about 100 years.

In the next stage, the stern of
the Fenli Ship will undergo a cut
and be removed from the dock
first, followed by the removal
of the rest of the ship, leaving
the vessel inside the dock. Af-
terwards, the Fenli Ship will be
welded intact and continue with
future salvage missions, accord-
ing to officials.

An archeology station will be
constructed above the vessel in
the No. 1 dock, equipped with
lighting, security and cultural
relics preservation facilities.
Construction of the station is
expected to be completed by
October 2023.

A Yangtze River Estuary No.
2 Ancient Vessel Museum will
be built on the two old docks
and the surrounding historic
buildings of the shipyard. The
finding of the ship also provides
important support for research
on the “Maritime Silk Route.”

_~"" Yangtze River The site of
2 the sunken ship
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Wooden merchant vessel
Age: 150 years old
dates back to the reign of Emperor
Tongzhi (1862-1875) in the
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) AL
Discovered in 2015 sitting 5.5 meters
below a shoal Riverbed 55m
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NslNslnslnslNslnsineinsiaslag
NslNslNslnslnslnslnginginsing
N5 31 cabins
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The largest and best-preserved sunken wooden sailboat in China’s underwater
archaeological findings, with a huge number of cultural relics on board.

— The National Cultural Heritage Administration
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People walk in an open square at Zhangyuan. — All photo by Jiang Xiaowei

Shanghai’s historic Zhang’s Garden
reopens as boutique destination

Dior occupies the iconic Zhangyuan 77.

Li Qian

fter undergoing relocation
and renovation for years,
Zhangyuan has regained its
iveliness.

Zhangyuan, or Zhang’s Garden,
opened in 1885 as China’s first modern
pleasure garden, but it later decayed
into a neighborhood of dilapidated
houses. Its former glory has now been
restored in Shanghai’s latest round of
urban renewal.

The western section of Zhangyuan
reopened this week as a lively rendez-
vous point where historic buildings
have been converted into boutique
stores and pop-up displays of famed
luxury brands like Dior, Louis Vuitton
and Vacheron Constantin as well as in-
stagrammable stores like Blue Bottle

Coffee, By Far and RE Bike Museum.

According to Shi Yunlun, chairman
of Shanghai Jing’an Real Estate Group,
tenants have been carefully selected to
perfectly match Zhangyuan’s style.

“We tried to explore the brands’
cultures and blend with the vibes of
historic buildings,” he said, noting that
some big-name brands had been reject-
ed. “The organic combination between
the old and the new. That’s why it has
cost us much time to select brands.”

“Zhangyuan will feature first stores,
debut products and other firsts,” he
added.

“High buildings and wide roads were
once considered to be the epitome of
urban development. But nowadays, it’s
the revival of historic blocks,” said Zhou
Qi, who'’s in charge of the renovation.
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Right: A bird’s-eye view of Zhangyuan.

“It’s more than just a facelift. Urban
renewal is a matter of blending historic
buildings and modern settings.”

The compound opened to the public
ysterday, but viewing is by appointment
only via WeChat account “ 5K k.

Based on the city’s COVID-19 mea-
sures, it has aninstantaneous maximum
reception capacity of only 1,500 visits,
according to Shi.

In celebration of its reopening, light
displays showing Zhangyuan’s history
with treasured moments when it cap-
tivated the public with a heady mix of
novelties like a roller coaster, firework
show and fire balloon over a century
ago were staged from 6pm to 10pm
every day for 14 days.

Of the invited guests, 62-year-old
Lang Zhongying and her 65-year-old
husband Man Lichu were especially ex-
cited. As original inhabitants, it’s their
first time to say hello again to the place
where they had lived for decades.

“I just can’t recognize it! These old
alleyways and houses have changed
substantially! But they’ve become so
beautiful and attractive,” Lang told
Shanghai Daily.

Zhangyuan, tucked away in the bus-
tling Nanjing Road W., dates back to
1872, when a British merchant bought a

Above: A multimedia art installation displays old Shanghai life.

People visit the RE Bike Museum in
Zhangyuan.

plot of farmland to build garden villas.
It fell into the hands of wealthy Chinese
entrepreneur Zhang Shuhe in 1882 and
he turned it into the city’s most popular
pleasure destination three years later,
calling it Zhangyuan.

It was the site of the city’s first elec-
tric lighting, first outdoor photo studio,
first modern drama performance and
first Western-style wedding — among its
many groundbreaking activities. It also
witnessed treasure expos, charity gigs,

boxing championships and speeches by
notables like Dr Sun Yat-sen, educator
Cai Yanpei and scholar Ma Xiangbo.

However, as newer entertainment
venues sprang up, the garden gradually
declined, closing in 1918. The next year,
the year Zhang died, his garden was
subdivided and sold to 28 developers.
Though his dream park vanished, a liv-
ing shikumen museum emerged.

“Different developers favored dif-
ferent architectural styles in different
times. They basically fall into the shiku-
men architectural style, but differed
in details that embraced Renaissance,
Baroque and Eclectic styles. It is liter-
ally an architectural treasure trove,”
Zhou said.

However, the stately residences were
later partitioned into smaller units oc-
cupied by multiple families, which led to
squalid living conditions, with shared
kitchens and toilets, and cracked walls
and leaky ceilings.

Jing’an District launched the urban
renewal plan for Zhangyuan in 2018,
and started relocation and renovation
the next year. More than 1,200 families
were relocated and 42 historic build-
ings were retained: 16 in the western
section and 26 in the eastern section.

Zhou and his team spent a year

METRO 3

We tried to explore the
brands’ cultures and blend
with the vibes of historic
buildings ...

Shi Yunlun

Chairman of Shanghai Jing’an Real
Estate Group

wrapping up the renovation of the west-
ern section by the end of September.

“We’ve tried to restore the original
look as far as possible so as to retain
its historical and cultural charm as well
as to trigger a sense of nostalgia among
people who worked and lived here,” Shi
said.

“We want to show people how it looked
like 100 years ago,” Zhou explained. “As
people meander through the alleyways,
they will be transported back to the
heyday of Zhangyuan.”

Lang and her husband were relocated
in 2019. Over the three years, the place
has changed a great deal, but they could
vividly recalled their former address.

“Look!It’s there we used to live,” Lang
pointed to a house at the end of an al-
leyway. “It’s No. 3 Lane 220 Zhenxingli
where my husband grew up and lived
all his life. Imoved here after I married
him more than 30 years ago.”

Renovation of Zhangyuanis stillunder
way. Under the plan, the eastern section
will feature boutique hotels, apartment
buildings and creative workplaces. It
is set to open by the end of 2026. The
southern and northern sections will
feature a performing arts center, mu-
seum and other cultural venues.
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Wan Lixin

onfucius was once

critical of acelebrityin

“The Analects.” “Who

says of Weisheng Gao
that he is straightforward? One
begged some vinegar of him,
and he begged it of a neighbor
and passed it on.”

The straightforward ap-
proach, as Confucius implies,
is to say no.

Now, this Weisheng was
a man of his word. He was
having a tryst with his girl-
friend at a rendezvous under
a bridge. The girl failed to turn
up on time, and he refused to
leave the place, despite the ris-
ing tide, and was later found
drowned, his arms still hold-
ing fast to a column. This gave
rise to the idiom baozhuxin, or
“column clasping faith.”

But that Weisheng could bor-
row vinegar from his neighbor
does imply something about
traditional social fabric:
Neighbors could drop in, bor-
row things, exchange gossip,
hence the traditional wisdom
that neighbors are dearer than
distant relatives.

Decades of radical urban
relocations — and disloca-
tions — have led to a new
living paradigm centered on
privacy and, in this process,
we seem to be shifting from
a dynamic neighborhood to a
more insulating notion where
a neighborhood means little
more than physical adjacency.

While the development was
at first perceived as progres-
sive, more and more residents
are looking back nostalgi-
cally, particularly during the
months-long lockdown in
Shanghai earlier this year,
when neighborly solicitude
went a long way toward tiding
over the difficult times.

In some communities, differ-
ent stakeholders are coming
together, collaborating on is-
sues of communal concerns,

Friday, December 2, 2022 Shanghai Now

Building communities
where neighbors care,
share and fare well

withaview tobuilding a spirited
neighborhood where residents
interact spontaneously.

In this aspect, some grass-
roots neighborhood offices are
playing an exemplary role in
creating incentives to spark
communal connection.

A case in point is the Dong-
ming Road Subdistrict in
Sanlin of the Pudong New
Area, an extensive community
relocated from downtown Puxi
in the mid-1990s during the
first wave of the “great devel-
opment” of Shanghai.

Typifying the dislocations
that have taken place during

the city’s rapid transformation,
the extensive community was
chosen as a pilot area where all
stakeholders joined hands to
turn isolated, atomized house-
holds into an organic whole.

Liu Jing talked about the
Dongming Experiment in a
recent interview.

Liu is director of Clover
Nature School, a social orga-
nization set up by professor
Liu Yuelai from Tongji Univer-
sity and dedicated to building
gardens in underutilized com-
munity spaces.

Liu Jing was from Hubei
Province and graduated from

Fudan University. She joined in
the community work two years
ago after a two-year stint with
Alibaba. She is also founder of
MCamp, an educational facility
for children.

“We came to Dongming Road
communities at the beginning
of this year and began to han-
dle major projects in March,”
Liu said. “We have already
latched on to every department
under the subdistrict office,
winning numerous awards for
our projects, and are enjoying
rave reviews for the ongoing
Dongming Road Community
Garden Fair.”

The fair, held from Novem-
ber 1 to December 1, includes
parent-children activities, art
displays and performances,
narrative programs on com-
munal history, and flea
markets — activities designed
to rekindle residents’ interest
in their own neighborhoods.

“The Clover from Tongji pro-
vides us with some theoretical
guidance in general terms,
which are not difficult to put
into practice. The most diffi-
cult part is building mutual
trust between people, particu-
larly on how to entice them out
of their dens and participate in
the activities,” Liu said.

It can be tough for these
activities that entail donation
of time and some physical
exertion.

And the key to overcoming
the residents’ inertia is the ex-
emplary role played by Liu’s
team as organizers.

“Our strength lies in our
readiness to participate, es-
pecially at the beginning,
and once it gets going, we
will switch to a hands-off ap-
proach,” she said.

In completing a project, her
team needs to demonstrate
versatility in bridging different
demands with the providers.

The needs can be diverse:
Some communities want to
have the walls painted; others
might prefer potted gardens
or woodwork. Liu has in mind
partners adept at these tasks.

“We will be responsible for
the full spectrum, the screen-
ing, decision-making, and we
will answer for all eventuali-
ties,” she said.

To maximize residential en-
gagement, they prefer not to
contract professional building
teams, which can be expensive.
These jobs will mostly devolve
on the residents.
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“Even somewhat technical
operations like mixing con-
crete or paving roads could
be competently undertaken
by some residents,” Liu said,
adding that some temporary
workers in the neighborhood
might also be hired for more
technical work, with the ad-
ditional benefit of generating
some income for the locals.

She explained the idea about
temporary workers plus mate-
rial procurement is a concept
in gardening originated from
Japan.

But Liu consistently played
down the physical aspect of
the endeavor, reiterating the
central importance of residen-
tial participation, whether in
designing a corner garden,
in renovating a public space
within a building or in garbage
sorting — these joint effort
provides busywork for resi-
dents, and the degree of their
engagement would be the sole
yardstick for judging the suc-
cess of a project.

The interview was at this
juncture joined by Zhu Yueyue,
the appointed interviewee, who
had been called out to another
community where she had to
take measurements of a park-
ing lot for non-motor vehicles
slated to be converted into a

66

The most difficult
partis building
mutual trust between
people, particularly
on how to entice
them out of their
dens and participate
in the activities.

Liu Jing

Director of Clover Nature
School

A child helps build a community garden in Sanlin.

comfy civilian space where
residents could sit down for a
cup of tea and chat.

Also aFudan graduate, Zhu is
aresident of Sanlin Yuan in the
Dongming Road Subdistrict.

Zhu is also chairman of the
Jumingxin, a newly minted so-
cial organization spun off from
the Clover project that will
take roots in the 38 commu-
nities in the Dongming Road
neighborhood. “It will operate
independently, not necessarily
be beholden to me,” Liu said.

Zhu said that while Sanlin
is a more well-known place
name, Dongming is lesser-
known, “sandwiched in the
Sanlin Township like a yolk.”
When residents were scheduled
to relocate to Sanlin Town-
ship decades ago, given their
metropolitan origins, many
expressed their distaste for
the rustic associations of the
area being known as a zhen, or
township. The Dongming Road
Subdistrict was created and ac-
cepted, for jiedao (subdistrict)
sounds distinctly urban.

Although Zhu was effusive
about the fair she helped

organize, her narrative of it
has a personal touch.

When she took her family
around the flea market at the
weekend fair, her son’s eyes
were glued to a pair of leather
shoes which were larger than
his size. The little boy keeping
the stall kept asking them to
buy the shoes, and after the
fourth time, Zhu succumbed,
paying 35 yuan (US$4.90) for
the shoes, as well as a stool
and some other items, to the
glee of both kids.

“Such an activity, an attempt
atrecreating the former neigh-
borhood ambience, seeks to
reconnect residents through
exchange of daily goods. It
might also lead to reflections
on the consumerist society
where people buy everything,
with some brands particularly
prized,” Zhu said. The fair
gives used items a new lease
on life.

There are pay-offs in other
aspects.

During the rehearsal of the
performance for the fair, Zhu
noticed that a little girl had
been watching the performance

OPINION 5

A girl displays some of her dolls in a community flea
market in Sanlin of the Pudong New Area. — Ti Gong

A community fair recreates the former neighborhood ambience.

with great concentration. After
negotiating with the child
director, an extra role was
created especially for the girl,
and she acquitted herself with
great success.

Although the fair got rave
reviews from all parties, Zhu
confessed hosting an event
like this could be a fraught
experience.

If too few turn up, it would
be embarrassing for visiting
dignitaries.

If too many show, there
would be challenges in main-
taining control.

Occasionally some residents

complained that such activities
should not take place in the
time of the pandemic, though
most are jubilant, saying that
this is something unseen for
the past two years.

They are fortunate in en-
joying staunch support from
subdistrict officials.

When their experience is
summarized theoretically
by their Tongji partner, such
practice promises to be emu-
lated in the rest of the city or
country, contributing further
to building neighborhood
vibrancy by leveraging all
stakeholders.
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Could Blizzard’s demise snowball

into a domestic game advantage?

Lu Feiran

he news that US-

based Blizzard

Entertainment and

China Internet giant
NetEase are parting company
after a 14-year partnership has
jolted fans of popular digital
games like “World of Warcraft,”
“Overwatch,” “StarCraft,”
“Hearthstone” and “Heroes of
the Storm.”

Among those with dropped
jaws is a professional game
livestreamer who goes by the
name Kaka.

“I usually livestream two
games — ‘Overwatch 2’ and
‘Hearthstone’ — both from
Blizzard,” he said. “My follow-
ers come to my livestreaming
room to watch these two
games, too. I don’t know if I
can keep them if I turn to other
games.”

Blizzard, in a statement is-
sued on November 16, said it
will be suspending most of its
game services on the Chinese
mainland on January 23, citing
the expiration of its licensing
agreements with NetEase.

The only one of its games un-
affected by the decision is the
mobile-based “Diablo Immor-
tal,” which was co-developed
and published under a sepa-
rate agreement between the
two companies.

NetEase, in its own state-
ment, cited “irreconcilable
differences” for the breakdown
in the partnership.

Blizzard games have large
fanbases in China, attract-
ing up to millions of players.
The Blizzard-NetEase divorce
is a particular blow to lives-
treamers and players who earn
money from the games.

Among them is semi-profes-
sional Fang Shu.

Fang lives in a small county
in Anhui Province, where he
works in an electronics plant
by day and earns extra money

Gross revenue of Chinese video game market this year is estimated at US$45.4
billion, down 2.5 percent from last year, according to a Niko Partners, an Asian
games market intelligence research group. It is the first decline in 20 years.

from games by night.

World of Warcraft (WoW)
is one of the major games he
plays. He runs 10 accounts,
repeatedly going to dungeons
for coins and then selling them
through an online platform. He
calls it “brick moving.”

“Ideally a night’s brick mov-
ing could earn about 150 yuan
(US$20) but that’s not always
the case,” he said. “It’s not
much, but since I might lose
my day job at any time, it’s a
bit of insurance.”

The termination of WoW

will leave him in the lurch, he
fears.

“T could turn to another
game, of course,” he said, “but
it’s not easy to start again from
scratch because it takes time
to play an account before you
start to make money. I call it
up-front investment.”

Meanwhile, some top lives-
treamers plan to move to other
servers of Blizzard games to
continue their work.

On leading video platform
Bilibili, livestreamer Yapi has
more than 220,000 followers.

Some 200,000 were added in
the past two years after he
started to livestream “Over-
watch 2.”

“The demise of Blizzard is
not surprising,” he said. “If you
play a lot of games, you’ll find
many unreasonable designs in
Blizzard’s products. For exam-
ple, the company wants gamers
to play the game according to
their anticipated way.”

However, after trying other
games of the same genre, Yapi
still returns to “Overwatch 2”
because, he said, “other games

don’t have the same exciting
feel.”

Some livestreamers remain
optimistic that Blizzard will
eventually find a new Chinese
partner to carry on its main-
land business.

“There’s speculation online
that several companies may
replace NetEase and sign a
contract with Blizzard,” said
a livestreamer whose screen-
name is “Crazy Panda.” “I
believe the services will be
halted for a while but not for
long. Eventually gamers will
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Kaka

Professional game
livestreamer

be able to play those games
again.”

It wouldn’t be the first
time Blizzard Entertainment
changed mainland partners.
In 2008, its contract with The9
Computer Technology Consult-
ing related to the operation of
“World of Warcraft” ended, and
NetEase was among the nearly
10 competitors seeking to fill
the gap. The game reopened
to Chinese players after a two-
month hiatus.

But would it be that easy this
time?

According to current regula-
tions, Blizzard would need to
reapply for licenses if it found
a new partner in China. That
could be problematical.

In 2018, the Ministry of
Industry and Information
Technology suspended video
game license applications for
eight months, followed last
year by another suspension
that also lasted for around
eight months.

The volume of licenses has
been dropping year by year,
from 1,595 applications in
2019 to 755 last year.

Only about 10 percent of
the new games in the Chinese

Tencent’s much anticipated
franchise “Meta Slug:
Awakening” received a
license this month and is
expected to be online soon.

market now come from over-
seas. Is the ministry sending
a message?

Several technology giants
in China, including Tencent,
Bilibili, and Mihoyo, have been
mum on speculation they
may take over the Blizzard
franchise.

“It is not 2009 anymore,
when Chinese players practi-
cally knew only one online
role-playing game, which
was ‘World of Warcraft,” said
Stacie Liu, a 10-year WoW
player. “Now people have more
choices, and Blizzard is not as
competitive.”

Is all this paving the way for
domestic video games to come
into greater prominence?

Gross revenue of Chinese
video game market this year
is estimated at US$45.4 bil-
lion, down 2.5 percent from
last year, according to a Niko
Partners, an Asian games
market intelligence research
group. It is the first decline in
20 years.

About 66 percent of the reve-
nue comes from mobile device
games, where revenue fell 5.1
percent.

“The rapid growth of the
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game market in the past sever-
al years was partly spurred by
the coronavirus pandemic that
kept people indoors,” said one
technology analyst who asked
that his name not be used.
“Now things are returning to
normal. The departure of Bliz-
zard could give opportunities
to other game developers.”

He said it would be foolish to
focus on trying to make “quick
money from homogenized
products.” Rather, he said that
the domestic firms need to de-
velop high-quality content and
gameplay.

“People are getting tired of
all the gold diggers in the mo-
bile games market,” he said.

There is a ray of hope. This
month, 70 new games received
licenses. Apart from giants
such as Tencent and NetEase,
many indie games were on the
list as well. It remains to be
seen if they can fill the Bliz-
zard blank.

BUSINESS

When Blizzard
Entertainment
unveiled the mobile
game “Diablo
Immortal” in 2018,

it was booed over
the remark, “Do

you guys not have
phones?” Now that
will be the only
Blizzard game on the
Chinese mainland
unaffected by the rift
with NetEase.

Just one month after “Overwatch 2”

was uploaded on the Chinese mainland,
livestreamers are now faced with the dilemma:
stick with it or quit?
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BONUS FOR ASEAN PARA GAMES ATHLETES
President Joko Widodo (center) accompanied by State Secretary Pratikno (fifth, left) and Menpora Zainudin Amali (fifth, right) pose for a photo with
athletes and officials after handing over bonuses to the 2022 ASEAN Para Games athletes on the Merdeka Palace lawn, Jakarta, Monday (28/11).

BRIN Manages Satellite Image Data for Disaster Mitigation

The National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) man-

aged image data obtained from remote sensing satellite for

various purposes, including mitigation of disasters, such as
forest fire and floods.

“THIS image data became a basis for
the creation of maps, spatial plans, disas-
ter mitigation, such as for forest fires and
floods, and protection of the Indonesian
territorial sovereignty,” Head of BRIN
Laksana Tri Handoko remarked.

BRIN develops and utilizes remote
sensing satellite to monitor the planet,
including hotspots in anticipating forest
and land fires, he noted during the Nur-

tanio Pringgoadisuryo Memorial Lecture
2022 streamed virtually, Wednesday
(30/11).

The satellite is also used to detect a
disaster-prone environment and predict
or detect dry land.

In agriculture and fishery, satellite
image data became crucial to sustainably
manage agriculture land and monitor
the fish capture zone more accurately,

he explained.

Remote sensing satellite provides
information on the land dryness level.
The satellite can show a dry land that
is far from the water source and having
low rainfall as a basis for early warning
of fire-prone areas.

Moreover, satellite image data can
be utilized as a material for analysis and
simulation over changes in the future.

Through satellite image data, danger-
ous and safe zones in the case of a disas-
ter can also be identified, he remarked.

This information can be used to cre-
ate an evacuation zone on high ground
in the case of a tsunami.

In addition to remote sensing,

IDN/ANTARA

the BRIN has an aerospace research
strengthening program and is specifically
developing a drone for civil purposes as
well as an N-219 commuter plane and its
amphibian variant.

“Beyond aviation, BRIN is also fo-
cusing on developing space technology.
This technology is necessary to support
the sovereignty of all aspects of our ar-
chipelagic country, with its relatively vast
territory,” Handoko remarked.

The BRIN bestows the Nurtanio
Pringgoadisuryo Memorial Lecture award
as amark of appreciation for researchers,
who made extraordinary achievements in
the development of aviation and space
science and technology.(*)
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