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The Didi app for download on the Apple App Store is seen on a smartphone. — CFP

hanging gears as Didi gets

approval to register new users

¢¢

We have fully
rectified and
overhauled our
security measures
following the
national security
inspections lasting
more than a year.

Didi’s official statement

ar-hailing and mobility
service platform Didi has
resumed new user registra-
tion after receiving the nod
from China’s cyberspace authorities.

The ride-hailer, launched in Beijing
in 2012, has been awaiting approval
to resume new user registrations and
downloads of its 25 banned apps
in China as a key step to return to
normal business since its regulatory
troubles started in mid-2021.

“We have fully rectified and
overhauled our security measures
following the national security in-
spections lasting more than a year,”
it said in an official statement.

The company has received the
approval from the Cyberspace Ad-
ministration to resume the new user
registration process, Didi added.

Cyberspace authorities launched the
probes in 2021 and Didi announced
its delisting plan from the New York
Stock Exchange at the end of 2021.

A joint team, from the Cyberspace
Administration of China, the Minis-
try of Public Security, the Ministry of

State Security, the Ministry of Natural
Resources, the Ministry of Transport,
the State Taxation Administration
and the State Administration of
Market Regulation, was sent to the
ride-hailing company to conduct an
on-site cybersecurity review.

Didi was fined 8.03 billion yuan
(US$1.19 billion) in penalties last July
for data security breaches, due to the
“egregious nature” of the offenses
and other “grave violations.”

The company paid the fine last
year, the largest regulatory penalty
imposed on a Chinese tech firm
since Alibaba and Meituan were fined
US$2.75 billion and US$527 million,
respectively, in 2021 by the State Ad-
ministration for Market Regulation.

The company filed its delisting
notification with the Securities and
Exchange Commission in May after
receiving shareholder approval.

Didi added that it will also take ef-
fective measures to safeguard data
security and national cyber-safety in
the future.

(Reuters/Shanghai Daily)

Key events since Didi announced

JUN 11
2021

JUN 30
2021

JUL 4
2021
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0CT 29
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DEC 3
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MAY 23
2022

JUL 21
2022

JAN 16
2023

US listing plans

Didi makes public the filing for its US list-
ing, setting the stage for what is expected
to be the world’s biggest initial public of-
fering of 2021.

Didi raises US$4.4 billion in its IPO, pric-
ing it at the top of its indicated range and
increasing the number of shares sold, giv-
ing it a valuation of US$73 billion on a fully
diluted basis.

The CAC orders Chinese app stores to stop
offering Didi’'s app after finding that the firm
had illegally collected users’ personal data.

Didi shares fall as much as 25 percent in the first
US trading session since Chinese regulators
ordered its app off mobile app stores in China.

CAC publishes draft guidelines that will sub-
ject companies with more than 1 million users
in the country to a security review before they
can send user-related data abroad.

Didi announces plan to delist from New York,
and list in Hong Kong.

Didi said it will delist from the New York Stock
Exchange, after a majority of the company’s
shareholders voted in favor of the plan.

China’s cybersecurity regulator fined Didl
US$1.2 billion.

Didi resumes new user registration after
receiving the nod from China’s cyberspace
authorities.
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Mayor sets out policy priorities to
achieve 202 3 economic growth

Huang Yixuan
and Zhu Yuting

hanghai will give pri-
ority to launching
pioneering and inte-
grated policies, issuing
new bailout measures, and
optimizing the business envi-
ronment to stabilize economic
growth this year, the mayor
said last Sunday when the first
session of the 16th Shanghai
People’s Congress (SPC), the
city’s legislature, concluded.

The city’s new leadership
was unveiled during the clos-
ing plenary.

Gong Zheng was elected the
city mayor along with eight
vice mayors.

Chen Jining, Party secretary
of Shanghai, attended the clos-
ing plenary and delivered a
speech.

Gong made the remarks
while answering questions
from the media.

“With active response to
the impact of the coronavirus
and other unexpected fac-
tors, Shanghai economy saw
a V-shaped rebound in 2022,
showing its economic resil-
ience, potential, vitality, and
long-term positive fundamen-
tals have not changed.”

The city’s core functions
have been further consolidat-
ed. For example, its financial
market achieved a nearly 20
percent year-on-year surge
in total transaction volume
last year, while the container
throughput of Shanghai Port
maintained its first place glob-
ally for 13 consecutive years.

City’sreform and opening-up
continued to be yield positive,
with actual utilization of for-
eign investment hitting a new
high, and more regional head-
quarters and research and
development centers of multi-
national firms set up.

Shanghai saw new emerg-
ing industries play a more

i
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The first session of 16th Shanghai People’s Congress, the city’s legislature, concluded on January 15. — Dong Jun

important role in driving eco-
nomic growth, while new jobs
were added and per capita dis-
posable income rose.

To achieve this year’s target
for economic growth at more
than 5.5 percent, the city will
adhere to “stability” at the
forefront while pursuing prog-
ress, highlighting the work of
stabilizing growth, jobs and
prices, Gong said.

“In particular, we need to
make greater efforts in three
aspects and seek greater

Gong Zheng

Shanghai Mayor

breakthroughs,” he said.
These are to give full play
to the leading role of national
key strategic tasks and launch
more pioneering and integrat-
ed policies, issue a new round
of bailout measures to shore
up confidence and expand de-
mand, and further optimize
the business environment.
Gong also noted the achieve-
ments and future plans of the
Lingang Special Area of the
city’s pilot free trade zone.
Also, about 2,000 parks will

.. Shanghai economy saw a
V-shaped rebound in 2022, showing
its economic resilience, potential,
vitality, and long-term positive
fundamentals have not changed.

be completed by the end of
2035, he said, adding that the
city will continue to step up
efforts to improve air quality.

“To make the sky bluer, the
ground greener, the water
cleaner and the environment
more beautiful is our assidu-
ous goal,” Gong pointed out.

The government will focus
onreducing carbon emission.
It will also facilitate construc-
tion of low-carbon factories,
zones, products as well as
supply chains.

The city will finish a total of
400,000 square meters of old
neighborhood renovation this
year. Gong said that in some old
communities with poor condi-
tions, residents need to share
cooking facilities and toilets.

By the end of 2025, the city
will finish all the old commu-
nity renovation in downtown
areas.

Shanghai is also striving
to become the best choice
for talented workers world-
wide. It has made remarkable
achievements in attracting
professionals globally.

More than 11,000 overseas
talented workers have so far
obtained permanent residence
permits in Shanghai. The city
has also issued more than
370,000 work permits for for-
eigners. More than 270,000
overseasreturnees have chosen
Shanghai to settle and obtain
hukou, household registration
— all these three indicators are
top in China.
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The travel itch: China’s
reopening releases pent-up

demand for overseas tourism

Lu Feiran

ags packed. Airline tickets

in hand. Travel documents

stamped. The excitement is

swelling as Chinese tourists
head off for their first overseas desti-
nations after three years of coronavirus
restrictions.

Favorite destination: Thailand.

Zhang Jiawei wasn’t disappointed as
he disembarked in Bangkok. A Thai
greeter placed a garland around his
neck and even the Thai deputy prime
minister was on hand to welcome Chi-
nese visitors back.

Zhang was in the first tour group that
boarded planes for outbound trips after
China lifted COVID-19 restrictions on
January 8. He’s livestreaming his trip
for Ctrip, a major online travel service
platform in China.

“My major task is to promote a hotel
and share the latest travel guides to the
country,” he said.

Zhang is no stranger to Thailand, but
this time he found the country a bit
different.

“There are not as many tourists as be-
fore, and most of them are from Europe
and America,” he said.

The return of the lucrative Chinese
trade is beneficial for both visitors and
Thailand’s tourism industry.

The lifting of COVID restrictions in
China on both inbound and outbound
tourism has triggered a wave of travel
and reignited Chinese people’s passion
for offshore holidays.

Airline ticket bookings this week
were the highest in three years, and
crowds of people rushed to entry-exit
administration offices to apply for or
updated passports and entry-exit per-
mits to Hong Kong and Macau — two
other popular destinations.

When the Hong Kong border reopened
on January 5, Ctrip said its website
handled a 290 percent surge in airline
bookings.

LY.com, another online travel service
platform, said its inbound and out-
bound airline ticket bookings surged

The Shanghai Entry-Exit Administration is getting busier as people rush to get their
travel certificates updated. — IC

628%

LY.com, an online travel service plat-
form, said its inbound and outbound
airline ticket bookings surged 628 per-
cent when China reopened its border
on January 8, the highest volume since
March 2020.

628 percent when China withdrew its
on-arrival quarantine and PCR testing
requirements on January 8, the highest
volume since March 2020.

The platform said 52 percent of book-
ings were for outbound flights, mostly
to Hong Kong, Macau and Southeast
Asian destinations.

The two airports in Shanghai have
become much busier than a month
ago. The steadily increasing outbound
flights gave more people better oppor-
tunities to travel overseas after a long
hiatus.

At Shanghai Pudong International
Airport on January 13, Beijing resident
Yan Zhiyong was about to aboard a

plane to Dallas, the United States. He
planned the trip immediately after the
COVID-related restrictions were lifted.
He felt fortunate that his visa to the
US was still valid after the three-year
pandemic.

“I want to travel around the country,
both east and west, for about 20 days.
It’s a leisure trip as well as a field visit
for my child’s future study,” Yan said.
“I just did a PCR test before departure
and signed a notification on vaccine. It’s
really convenient.”

Meanwhile, lines were long at the
Shanghai Exit-Entry Administration in
Pudong where waiting times can stretch
to more than two hours in the best of
times.

White-collar worker Pang Dan said it
took her more than half an hour just
to get a waiting number at the bureau’s
Hongkou branch, with 95 people ahead
of her. Ultimately, she failed to get the
documents to go to Hong Kong.

“The self-service machine that can
issue travel certificates was out of
service, so I had to settle for window
service,” she said. “But when my num-
ber was finally called, the officials
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there told me that I would have to wait
until January 30. That means I have to
cancel my travel plan for the Spring
Festival holiday.”

Thailand tries to make the document
process as easy as possible. To go there,
Chinese tourists don’'t need to apply for
avisabefore departure. It can be issued
upon arrival, and vaccine certificates
are no longer needed.

Yuthasak Supasorn, governor of the
Tourism Authority of Thailand, said
last week that his country is hoping for
“atleast 5 million” Chinese tourists this
year, with the first big wave expected
during the Lunar New Year holiday this
month.

On Ctrip, in one day alone, more than
20,000 room nights in Thailand were
booked by Chinese visitors.

A professional travel blogger, whose
screen name is “Kaidi Planet,” made it
to Thailand on December 15 to look for
new content ideas. She said locals were
surprised that she was from China.

“The locals thought I was Korean or
Malaysian Chinese,” she said. “But now
visitors from China can be seen at the
airport and in hotel lobbies.”

The blogger said countries like Malay-
sia are also poised to benefit from the
return of Chinese tourism.

“I'm in Malaysia now,” she reported
on her blog. “There are not many flights
to islands yet, and, of course, no group
tours. It’s actually a very tranquil stop
for me.”

Compared with Thailand and some
other Southeast Asian countries, the
restoration of the travel market in two
other traditionally popular destinations
— South Korea and Japan — is lagging
because of their entry policies.

Chinese visitors have complained
that they are required to wear a yellow
badge when entering South Korea and
a red one in Japan, making them feel
very uncomfortable and much discrimi-
nated. Visitors were also required to
take a PCR test on arrival, and those
who test positive need to go through a
paid centralized quarantine.
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In addition, short-term tourist visas
issued to Chinese visitors have not been
resumed yet.

“In Japan, for example, only five-year
multiple entry visas are available now
and they are targeted mainly as high-in-
come travelers,” said Tracey Shi, a visa
operator with alocal travel service com-
pany. “We think that short-term visa
application will be resumed in March,
but no one can tell for sure.”

Travel agencies are busy reconsti-
tuting overseas group packages in
anticipation of loosened controls and
greater demand ahead.

“Retraining personnel is our major
task now,” said Zhou Weihong, deputy
general manager of Spring Internation-
al Travel Service Co. “For the past three
years, many of our outbound travel per-
sonnel, such as tour guides and team
leaders, have switched to domestic
business or even left the industry.”

Experts said outbound tourism at
the moment still faces challenges.
Indeed, the whole travel-related indus-
try is experiencing some temporary

Chinese tourists take

a selfie next to a street
vendor at Myeongdong
shopping district in
Seoul, South Korea.
— Reuters

growing pains.

“At the moment, there are still fac-
tors affecting the market, such as
inadequate flight capacity, expensive
air tickets, ever-changing overseas
entry policies and even the uncer-
tainty of coronavirus itself,” said Liu
Deyan, associate professor at the Col-
lege of Tourism of Shanghai Normal
University. “It is estimated that some
important air routes will be resumed
in March, and the first real travel
peak might not arrive until the sum-
mer holidays.”

Despite pricey air tickets, demand for
outbound travel appears strong as stu-
dents seek to return to overseas schools,
companies resume international busi-
ness and people want to visit relatives
they haven’t seen in three years.

“There is pent-up demand after three
years,” the professor said.

Liu said the Chinese government and
travel service companies need to facili-
tate the resumption of group tours,
which are essential to the outbound
travel market.

Popular street fairs in Thailand are getting busy again as tourists
come back. — Zhang Jiawei

IN FOCUS 5

Chinese tourists are greeted by Thai officials as they arrive at Suvarnabhumi Airport in
Bangkok on January 9. — Xinhua
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SPRING FESTIVAL
RELEASES TO KEEP -

he impact of COVID-
19 made 2022 a
difficult year for
China’s film indus-
try. The situation is expected
to improve during the upcom-
ing Spring Festival, which is
traditionally a golden period
for Chinese cinema.

Over the weeklong Spring
Festival holiday, which runs
from January 21 to 27, seven
films with strong casts and
a variety of styles and tech-
niques will be released.

People expect them to revi-
talize the film business and
boost confidence throughout
the industry.

“The Wandering Earth 2,”
a prequel to the 2019 sci-
ence fiction blockbuster and
an adaptation of the work of
renowned writer Liu Cixin, is
without a doubt the most eye-
catching production.

During the Spring Festival
four years ago, the first in-
stallment of the series earned
more than 4.6 billion yuan
(US$679 million) and sparked
widespread interest in Chinese
sci-fi films.

According to Maoyan, a
Chinese movie ticketing and
analytics website, the new
installment with the IMAX
edition is expected to gross
between 2.8 billion and 3.8 bil-
lion yuan at the box office.

The film, directed by Guo
Fan, had a production expendi-
ture of more than 600 million
yuan and will highlight the
country’s greatest level of

BOX OFFICE BUSY

“Full River Red”

cinematography in the sci-fi
genre.

Guo claims that they have
narrowed the technological
gap with Hollywood in special
effects. The film’s settings
span 1 million square meters,
almost the size of 100 football
fields. The crew also captured
some spectacular shots depict-
ing Earth’s fate in the future.

Unlike many other sci-fi
blockbusters dealing with
tragedy and the end of the
world, the film features a char-
acteristic Chinese philosophy
about nature and motherland,
which can resonate well with

Chinese audiences.

In numerous sci-fi films,
when Earth becomes unin-
habitable due to calamities,
characters travel to other safe
planets to find a solution.
However, in “The Wandering
Earth,” when the solar sys-
tem is ready to collapse, the
Chinese people chose to take
Earth — their motherland —
with them on their long-term
quest for salvation.

In addition to homeland and
family, the new chapter will in-
clude philosophical thoughts
on artificial life, as well as a
digital approach to conserving

Friday, January 20, 2023 Shanghai Now

“Hidden Blade”

Earth’s natural life legacy.

Wu Jing, one of China’s most
popular actors, plays the lead
role in the film. So far, his
films, including the “Wolf War-
riors” series, have grossed a
total of 28.6 billion yuan at the
Chinese box office, with comic
star Shen Teng coming in sec-
ond with 25.2 billion yuan.

Shen will battle against
Wu in Zhang Yimou’s sus-
pense costume drama “Full
River Red.” The film, set in
the Southern Song Dynasty
(1127-1279) and starring heart-
throb Yi Yanggianxi, centers
on two soldiers who become

entangled in a conspiracy dur-
ing traitorous minister Qin
Hui’s talk with a Jin Dynasty
(1115-1234) envoy.

The film’s title is derived
from a famous lyric verse by
Yue Fei (1103-1142), a loyal and
patriotic military general who
was framed and executed by
Qin for fictional offenses. It
also has an IMAX version to
showcase the spectacular mar-
tial arts scenes.

Cheng Er’s spy thriller
“Hidden Blade,” starring award-
winning Hong Kong actor Tony
Leung and Chinese mainland
heart-throb Wang Yibo, is also
tipped for box office success.

The film is part of Bona Film
Group’s “China’s Victory Tril-
ogy,” which follows the success
of “Chinese Doctors” and “The
Battle at Lake Changjin.” It is
set in Shanghai after the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor in
December 1941.

It depicts the efforts and sac-
rifices made by underground
members of the Communist
Party of China in sending
sensitive communications to
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protect the country at a critical
juncture.

Cheng, best known for his
work on “The Wasted Times,”
said that the new film is more
than just an espionage thriller.
Itis, in his opinion, an epic for
unsung heroes and an elegy
for an era. To vividly reflect
local life, several parts of the
film will feature Shanghai
dialects.

Following the success of
“Monkey King: Hero Is Back,”
Chinese filmmaker Tian Xi-
aopeng spent seven years
producing the long-awaited
3D animated picture “Deep
Sea.” Tian will also direct “The
Three-Body Problem,” a live-
action, epic sci-fi movie based
on Liu Cixin’s Hugo Award-
winning novel.

“Deep Sea” depicts a fantas-
tic underwater world and its
untold secrets by combining
cutting-edge visual technol-
ogy with China’s trademark
animation style of watercolor
painting.

With a budget of 200 million
yuan, it is one of the country’s
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most expensive animated
films. The IMAX 3D version
will also be accessible in local
theaters.

Tian described the film as
“like a child of his own.” He
intends to introduce the dis-
tinctive charm of Chinese
animation to the world. China’s
artistic watercolor paintings
will be shown in three-dimen-
sional shapes on the silver
screen for the first time.

The new installment of the
“Boonie Bears” animation se-
ries, “Boonie Bears: Guardian
Code,” will also be released
in Chinese theaters over the
Spring Festival. Since its pre-
miere in 2013, the film series
has gained a sizable fan base
in China.

“Five Hundred Miles,” a fan-
tasy comedy movie, is expected
to be a dark horse, given that
the Chinese audiences prefer
laughter and enjoyment to cel-
ebrate the Lunar New Year.

The plot revolves around a
man who swaps bodies with
another man. Their lives are
swapped, resulting in a series

of amusing events.

Another dark horse is likely
to be the sports film “Ping
Pong of China,” a patriotic
ode to the elder generations of
Chinese table tennis athletes
who brought the country much
glory in the 1990s.

In the history of Chinese
cinema, 2021 saw the highest-
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In the history of Chinese cinema, 2021 saw
the highest-grossing Spring Festival holiday,
with 7.8 billion yuan. Last year, more than

6 billion yuan was made at the box office
during the same time slot. Film industry
insiders predict this year’s Spring Festival
holiday will rake in at least 5 billion yuan.
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grossing Spring Festival
holiday, with 7.8 billion yuan.
Last year, more than 6 billion
yuan was made at the box office
during the same time slot.
According to the China Film
Administration, total box-of-
fice income in China exceeded
30 billion yuan in 2022. Do-
mestic productions such as
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“Five Hundred Miles”

“The Battle at Lake Changjin
II,” “Moon Man” and “Nice
View” contributed almost 85
percent of earnings.

With so many highly antici-
pated movies, film industry
insiders predict that the
upcoming Spring Festival
holiday will rake in at least 5
billion yuan.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

LEADERSHIP MEETING 2023
President Joko Widodo (cen-
ter) poses for a photo with
Defense Minister Prabowo
Subianto, TNI Commander
Admiral Yudo Margono, Na-
tional Police Chief Listyo Sigit
Prabowo, and participants
at the 2023 Defense Ministry
Meeting in Jakarta, Wednes-
day (18/1). The meeting
raised the theme of Strong
National Defense Supporting
and Securing National Deve-
lopment.

IDN/ANTARA
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UNCTAD to Suport Indonesia’s
Chairmanship for ASEAN 2023: Minister

Minister of Investment/Head of the Indonesia
Investment Coordinating Board (BKPM) Bahlil
Lahadalia urged the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to support Indo-
nesia’s chairmanship for ASEAN 2023.

THIS was conveyed by Lahadalia
during the courtesy meeting with Sec-
retary-General of UNCTAD Rebeca
Grynspan in Davos, Switzerland, on
Tuesday (Jan 17).

“Collaboration between the Ministry
of Investment and UNCTAD has re-
sulted in the Bali Compendium that was
launched at the G20 Summit and has
become an important legacy of Indone-
sia’s chairmanship of the G20. In future,
we hope that UNCTAD can support
Indonesia’s chairmanship for ASEAN
in 2023. There may be a lot of things to
discuss,” Lahadalia noted in an official

statement in Jakarta, Wednesday (18/1).

A meeting between Lahadalia and
Grynspan was held in order to appre-
ciate the collaboration of UNCTAD at
the G20 Indonesia Presidency in 2022,
especially for investment priority issues
in the Trade, Investment, and Industry
Working Group (TIIWG).

Lahadalia undetlined one of the results
from the G20 Summit held in Bali on
November 2022, the Leaders’ Declaration
in paragraph 37 that emphasized the im-
portance of collaboration among Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

“I thank UNCTAD regarding the in-

coming investment that must be in collab-
oration between national entrepreneurs and
MSMEs. UNCTAD is able to play a role in
becoming a mediator in connecting devel-
oping countries and developed countries. If
there was no UNCTAD, there will be no
paragraph 37 in yesterday’s communiqué.
Once again, from the bottom of my heart,
representing the Government of Indone-
sia, I appreciate it all,” he stated.

Minister also expressed optimism that
the collaboration between the Ministry of
Invesment/BKPM and UNCTAD can be
carried out in other international forums,
including at Indonesia’s chairmanship for
ASEAN in 2023 and during the launch of
the UNCTAD ASEAN Investment Re-
port 2023, collaboration at the ASEAN
Investment Area Council Meeting, and
involvement in the ASEAN Coordinating
Committee on Investment.

UNCTAD Secretary-General Rebeca
Grynspan expressed willingness to support
Indonesia’s chairmanship for ASEAN in
2023. According to Grynspan, Indonesia

carried out its leadership in the G20 very
well, as was apparent from it achieving the
Bali consensus, among others.

“Regarding Indonesia’s chairmanship
for ASEAN in 2023, UNCTAD is ready
to give full support as we did with the
G20. The Bali Consensus is something
that many people doubt can happen. Of
course, this success is a follow-up to the
success of the Trade, Investment, and
Industry Working Group. Indonesia of-
fers a concrete and useful policy solution
for all of us. Thank you, we will continue
to work together and guarantee that we
will provide a good plan for the progress
of Indonesia and developing countries,”
Grynspan stated.

UNCTAD was formed in 1964 to
encourage the spirit of developing coun-
tries to bring out the idea of an econom-
ic order that demanded an alternative to
the international system of the General
Agreement of Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
and Bretton Woods that was dominated
by developed countries.(*)
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