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Foreign Exchange Rate against 1DR
LCS CNY/IDR Relerence Hate ; 2227
Carrency | T1 Bary 1T Sel Cash Bary Cash Sell
AU 1ok | 10,447.21 | 10,523.21 0.00 0.00
CNY IDR 222115 223415 2,216.15| 2,239.15
EUR IDR | 16,190.13 | 16.309.13 0.00 0.0
GBPIDR | 18,147.30 | 18,287.30 0.00 0,00
HEDToR | 1,920.34 | 1,931.34) 1.916.34) 1,93534
IFY IDR 114.14 115.04 0.00 0,00
s IoR | 11,369.12 | 11,446.12 0.00 0,00
Lso ok | 15,070.00 | 15,170.00 | 15,065.00 | 15,175.00
Sumber: 2A9H
; N
I3} Bank Indonesia ;E ﬂ 20:00 WIB
&®m K% E L i BEEM
BT AUD 10.615,53 10.506,89 10.588,12
KT BND 11.483,76 11.365,20 11.383,53
AR™ CNY 2.241,30 2.218,71 2.210,91
BXIT EUR 16.343,51 16.174,87 16.284,23
g GBP 18.384,55 18.19560 18.519,18
BT HKD 1.936,17 1.916,86 1.910,25
Hit JPY 116.06 114.88 114.96
BT KRW 12,06 11,94 12,16
Oskm T s MYR 3.538,44  3.499,97 3.522,04
T NzD 9.635,28  9.533,39 9.708,91
FEEELE PHP 277,38 274,52 274,39
Fhni T SGD  11.483,76 11.365,20 11.371,93
EXTS THB 453,66 448,88 456,00
Ep USD 15.197,61 15.046,39 14.958,00

A~

Sl T

il BB (+/-) %
JKSE  HEhnixpgt™ 6,897.37 -42.76  -0.62%
N225 H#Z5%1 27,584.35 -22.11 -0.08%
HSI HEEE 21,624.36 340.84 1.60%
SSEC LiF%3s 3,270.38 38.28 1.18%
SZSE  RYIRRTH 12,048.27 194.81 1.64%
FTSTI HlkER 3,359.48 -29.04  -0.86%
KLCI OkAEILAET 1,464.64 -6.11 -0.42%
TWII BiLkk™ 15,598.71 -19.46  -0.12%
DJIA BT 33,949.01 -207.68  -0.61%
Nasdaq #hHTiEzE 11,91052  -20327  -1.68%
&5, Antam 2 7 LM 4 & 11 (202342 HA9H)
&FEEE (%) EMmiE) ZMH(E)
1.0 919,000 1,058,000
10.0 9,190,000 10,047,000
100.0 91,900,000 99,271,000
1,000 898,000,000 990,738,000
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Airlines add more routes,
opening up flight options

Zhu Yuting

FOLLOWING the resumption
of outbound group tours,
more international flights
out of Shanghai are being
scheduled.

Shanghai-based China East-
ern Airlines has resumed 52
air routes to overseas desti-
nations, with 302 flights per
week. They include Shanghai-
New York, Shanghai-London,
Shanghai-Toronto, Shanghai-
Paris, Shanghai-Sydney and
Shanghai-Frankfurt.

By the end of February, there
will be 60 routes, with 410
flights every week, the airline
said.

China Eastern also plans
to add routes from Shanghai
to Taipei, Dubai, Manila, and
Wuxi to Hong Kong and Macau
by the end of February.

China Southern Airlines has
also expanded its international
network with the resumption
and launch of 48 round-trip
routes in 12 countries.

The airline has joined hands
with travel agencies and
launched group excursions
from Guangzhou in south-
ern Guangdong Province to
New Zealand, the Philippines,
Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia,
Thailand, Singapore, Indo-
nesia, Kenya, the Maldives,
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Overseas-bound passengers at the Shanghai Pudong International

Airport. — Jiang Xiaowei

Russia and the United Arab
Emirates.

It said that in order to meet
the upsurge in demand for
outbound travel, it will keep
expanding its flight schedule
to global locations. The airline
offers 82 flights per week on
50 air routes to overseas re-
gions and countries.

Spring Airlines, based in
Shanghai, has resumed 24
foreign routes, 16 to Southeast
Asian destinations.

According to the airline, the
average load factor of its inter-
national and regional flights
has exceeded 90 percent since
the end of the Spring Festival

Daily

break, and many flights have
reached 100 percent.

Online booking is available
for popular destinations.

Many outbound ticket prices
have fallen along with the in-
crease in flights.

For instance, last Friday,
the cost of a direct trip from
Shanghai to Chiang Mai in
Thailand ranged from 1,379
yuan (US$203) to 1,970 yuan;
however, for flights on Febru-
ary 20, the prices fell to less
than 1,000 yuan.

The price of flights to Bang-
kok was around 4,000 yuan
last Thursday. It was nearly
half for flights 10 days later.

Check out our website

WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

Shanghai unveils package
of public welfare programs

Hu Min

SHANGHAI mapped out 32 public welfare programs through
this year to improve people's livelihood on Tuesday, spanning
a wide range of areas such as infrastructure, senior and
children care, safety and public services.

A quick look at some of the programs
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China’s growth trajectory set to buc
global headwind post-pandemic

Wan Lixin

he lifting of pandemic
controls will have
a major impact on
the global economy
as China’s growth trajectory
enjoys upward mobility, ac-
cording to Teng Tai, director
of the Wanb New Economy
Institute. Teng has served as
chief economist, head of a re-
search institute, and managing
director of several financial in-
stitutions in China. On several
occasions, he has addressed
the State Council’s executive
meetings.
In a recent interview Teng
shares his insight with Shang-
hai Daily.

Q: How will the domes-
tic economy grow this
year in the post-pandemic
scenario?

A: Since major growth met-
rics for 2022 have been fairly
low due to the pandemic, it will
be safe to predict a growth of
5 percent this year.

The growth will beled by are-
covery in consumption. Before
the pandemic, consumption
had already emerged as the
engine for growth, accounting
for 65 percent of growth. The
unexpected onslaught of the
pandemic compelled the gov-
ernment to stabilize growth by
expanding infrastructural in-
vestment. With post-pandemic
social order restored faster
than expected, growth will
again be spearheaded by the
fast recovery of consumption.

One of the major constraints
impacting residential con-
sumption is the relatively low
residential income growth, es-
pecially in terms of its share in
the GDP, which is at 43 percent.
For your reference, the share
is about 80 percent in the US,
and 60 percent in Germany,
where taxes are high. So one
of the imperatives would be to
increase the residents’ disposal

income relative to their share
of GDP.

Q: And exports and
investments?

A: Exports this year will con-
front major challenges. With
the US and Europe both in the
midst of mild recessions, there
is a higher probability that
export growth is likely to be
modest, or even negative.

Investment will keep its
momentum. Real estate in-
vestment growth would likely
be in negative territory for the
first six months, but would be
hard to predict after that. In-
frastructural investment will
continue to grow in excess of 5
percent, and factory and equip-
ment investment will continue
to be relatively high.

To sum up, manufacturing
and services investment will
be back to normal, while infra-
structure and real estate will
be in a long-term contraction.

Q: What are the underlying
causes of this? How do you
think we can sustain China’s
growth momentum?

A:The fundamental cause for
this is that China has already
gone through fast urbaniza-
tion and industrialization, and
now finds itself in the post-
infrastructural stage. There
will be a limit to the number
of roads and houses that can
be built. Continual investment
in this direction will lead to a
glut. Thus, there will be a rela-
tively serious lack of aggregate
demand.

Given these constraints, in
spite of our forecast of 5 per-
cent GDP growth, and given
the myriad factors that might
depress sustained growth, the
fundamental solution will be
to expand internal demand by
giving fuller play to the piv-
otal roles of consumption and
investment.

With the central government

stressing stability and expan-
sion of consumption in the
economic work conference
late last year, it can be safely
predicted that regional gov-
ernments will soon come up
with measures to stimulate
consumption, though a sus-
tained and long-term solution
will be to expand the share of
disposal residential income in
national GDP.

Q: Some major economies
are in the grip of inflation.
How will this shape the
post-pandemic recovery?

A: We believe that inflation
in the United States and Europe
will ease faster than the mar-
ket anticipates. We predicted
earlierin 2021 that US inflation
would be worse than the Fed
estimates, and we got it right
using our own model. Since in-
flation is a condition that the
US and Europe have not seen
for decades, they seem to be
proactive in raising interest
rates without adequately ac-
commodating for the delay in
effect. According to our model
of forecasting, it would take
about six months for the ef-
fects of these measures to be
fully felt. Thus, our conclusion
is that the US has been over-
reacting in raising the rates,
and we believe that inflation in
the US for Q1 and Q2 this year

(I P Rap— .IIII

will go down to 5 and 3 per-
cent, respectively, faster than
expected. The successive rate
hikes will likely impact real
estate. Our prediction is that
European growth this year will
be at 0.5 percent, slightly worse
than the 1 percent of the US.

Q: How will the Chinese eco-
nomic recovery impact the
global economy?

A: Our study has suggested
that Chinese exports correlate
less with the exchange rate of
the renminbi than the Ameri-
can and European economies.
Thus, the lackluster economic
situation will obviously impact
Chinese exports, with negative
annual growth in exports not
unlikely. Nevertheless, the
global economy will benefit
from a surge in the number
of Chinese tourists, and Chi-
nese consumption overseas
will positively affect Chinese
imports, and stimulate global
consumption. Given China’s
leading position in total retail
sales of consumption goods,
expanding consumption, a na-
tional priority, will also help
stabilize and improve the
global economy.

It is our sincere hope that
major countries will refrain
from unilateral protectionism
and solve trade-related disputes
within the WTO framework.

By -

¢¢

The global economy

will benefit from a
surge in the number of
Chinese tourists, and
Chinese consumption
overseas will positively
affect Chinese imports,
and stimulate global

consumption.

Teng Tai

Director of the Wanb New
Economy Institute

People work at an intelligent
plant for manufacturing

the FAW Jiefang J7 trucks
in Changchun, northeast
China’s Jilin Province, last
week. — Xinhua
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Left: People take photos at the Shanghai Pudong
International Airport on Monday morning.

Above: A member of the first tour group fills in
travel details at the check-in counter at the airport.

Travel frenzy: After a 3-year hiatus, the
first overseas tour group flies out of city

Hu Min

uang Yihong, a

Shanghai resident

who had planned a

trip to Phuket Island
in Thailand three years ago,
was forced to cancel it due to
the COVID-19 outbreak.

That wait, albeit a long one,
is now over. She has joined a
tour group, hoping to make up
for the lost time.

Last month, China’s Ministry
of Culture and Tourism said
that outbound group tours
for Chinese people, which had
been suspended because of the
pandemic, would resume again
on a trial basis.

Huang jumped at the op-
portunity and booked herself
on the first tour group that
left Shanghai on Morning
morning.

“It has been a three-year
wait,” she told Shanghai Daily
at Pudong International Air-
port. “I am excited and filled
with anticipation for the trip.”

“Group tours take care of
many of our concerns. It now
takes longer to prepare for a
trip because I haven’t traveled
abroad for a long time.”

Travel agencies and online

tour operators can now orga-
nize group tours to Thailand,
Indonesia, Cambodia, Maldives,
Sri Lanka, the Philippines, Ma-
laysia, Singapore, Laos, the
United Arab Emirates, Egypt,
Kenya, South Africa, Russia,
Switzerland, Hungary, New
Zealand, Fiji, Cuba, and Argen-
tina as of Monday.

The first resumed tour group
from Shanghai set out on a six-
day excursion to Phuket Island
at 10:40am. It was organized by
Shanghai Spring Tour and had
24 tourists of all ages.

Each member of the group
received a Thai cellphone card
at a welcoming ceremony for
them at the airport.

“I am a travel buff, and trav-
el is part of my life,” said Yu
Wenjun, another member of
the group. “It feels like life has
returned to normal now.”

“I have mixed feelings ...
excited but also a little scared
because it is my first outbound
trip in three years and COVID
has not gone away completely.
But I have a positive outlook
and will take all precautions
during the trip.

“I have taken medicines and
antigens with me,” she said.

Another traveler, Zhu Chun-
ling, has packed 11 pieces of
clothing, four hats, and a good
number of silk scarves and
cosmetics.

“I plan to take a lot of pho-
tos,” she said. “I am thrilled
and excited because I can travel
internationally as before. Trav-
el makes me happy.”

Shi Wen, a veteran tour
guide who will lead the group,
couldn’t contain his excite-
ment, despite having visited
Phuket several times.

“It’s my first outward trip in
three years. Inearly cried when
I'walked into the airport, hold-
ing my banner again, waiting
for my guests,” he told Shang-
hai Daily.

“I cannot wait for the start
of the trip and will serve every
group member as if they were
my family to ensure they have
a memorable experience.”

Shiwas busy giving his guests
travel advice at the airport.

Zhou Weihong, deputy gener-
al manager of Shanghai Spring
Tour, said it was a memorable
day for the tourism industry.

“The tour products were sold
out completely on the first day
itself as most of them were

locals,” Zhou said. “We had re-
ceived 70 requests.”

The agency said that Phuket
is one of the most popular
outbound tourist destinations
among Chinese travelers, par-
ticularly in winter, because of
its nice weather and beaches.

“I am very glad that the
Chinese tourists are coming
back,” said Nonglux Yooy-
endee, director of Thailand’s
Shanghai Office of Tourism
Authority. “We have prepared
everything.”

“When they arrive in Thai-
land, we will give them a warm
welcome.”

“We will try to give them a
good outing,” she added. “It’s
the first day, and everyone is
happy.”

According to Nonglux, 5 to
6 million Chinese tourists are
expected to visit Thailand this
year.

Shanghai Spring Tour has
around 1,000 outbound tour
packages available online.

“It takes a lot of planning,
and we acted swiftly after
learning about the restart of
the outbound group tours,”
Zhou explained.

The itinerary of the first tour

group is more flexible than it
was before COVID-19, making
it more relaxing.

It includes a sunset cruise,
fishing activities, and a visit
to the local night market. Also,
there are different route op-
tions for group members.

Despite the ardor, there are
still challenges confronting the
industry.

“Some very good tour guides
have left the tourism industry
during the pandemic,” said Ye
Ping, a travel agency employee.
“New challenges include rein-
vigorating people’s interest in
travel and meeting the chang-
ing needs of tourists.”

Online travel operator Trip.
com said that the continued rise
ininternational flights after the
Spring Festival holiday led to a
more than 300 percent hike in
sales of outbound group tours
and air ticket and hotel pack-
ages from a week earlier.

“It reflects the steady re-
covery of Chinese tourists’
confidence in outbound tour-
ism. Tour products are more
diverse and meet the growing
demands of travelers,” said
Jiang Wen, CEO of its group
tour department.
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US-born artist Redic’s home and studio in Shanghai’s Xuhui District is an old lane house that he transformed into a small museum. — Zhou Shengjie

66

| wanted to salvage
some of the history,
some of essence

of neighborhoods,
and then from a
bigger standpoint,
reinterpret them in
art with the themes
that | imbue in my
mind.

Redic
American artist

‘I'm not collecting trash,
I'm transforming potential’

Lu Feiran

annequins. Card
boxes. Mirror
shards. Poetry on
the wall. Painted
handrails and ceilings. Splash-
es of color. The lane house
where Chicago-born artist
Redic lives in Xuhui District is
averitable art gallery of imagi-
natively recycled junk.

The interdisciplinary art-
ist, poet and singer from the
US, who has lived in Shanghai
for 12 years, takes an innova-
tive approach to discarded
furniture and other daily-life
articles. He prowls the city
streets, looking for what oth-
ers might consider trash to use
in his artworks.

“It’s not that I'm randomly
picking up things.” Redic said.
“It’s something about an object
in itself that speaks of ‘pur-
pose.” I'm not collecting trash;
I'm transforming potential.”

Redic attended Morehouse
College in the US, where he
started to create art with re-
cycled materials. He was based
in Los Angeles before coming
to China in 2010. His artistic
interest in discarded objects
began before he first stepped
foot on Chinese soil for a per-
formance scheduled in the
southern city of Guangzhou.

However, the contract for the
performance didn’t go to plan.
With some unexpected time
on his hands, Redic decided

to visit the World Expo being
staged in Shanghai.

He slept on the couch of
friends for several nights be-
fore deciding that he didn’t
want to leave the city. There
was something about Shanghai
that made him feel destined to
stay, he said.

Redic rented one of four
units of a lane house built in
1940 and has spent 10 years
transforming it into what is
now literally an art gallery.

He is always happy to give
visitors a tour of his home,
explaining the backstories of
each piece of artwork — from
chancing upon an object of po-
tential to its transformation.

The work “Sisters,” for

example, which is on a hallway
wall, is derived from two man-
nequins salvaged from a closing
shop. Redic said the piece is a
tribute to his own sisters.

Another work, based on
boxes holding face masks and
dotted with mosaic mirrors, is
part of his “Pandemic” series.

“You see a lot of mirrors in
my work,” he said. “I want to
give a viewer the opportunity
to reflect and come inside a
work.”

Shanghai’s rapid-fire
development offers him op-
portunities to artistically link
the past, present and future.
Finding objects discarded in
the name of progress saddens
him, Redic said.
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The artist has drawn inspiration from discarded
items retrieved from all corners of Shanghai. —

Zhou Shengjie

The hallways in the house are transformed into

art corners. — Zhou Shengjie

“I'wanted to salvage some of
the history, some of essence
of neighborhoods, and then
from a bigger standpoint,
reinterpret them in art with
the themes that I imbue in my
mind,” he said.

A major series of his works
is entitled “THRONES,” which
are created from old chairs
and stones found at construc-
tion sites.

“I take the stones and crush
them into a consistency that
I can use to mold and sculpt
them,” said Redic.

One of the “thrones” was
created from a discarded chair
that Redic retrieved from his
own alleyway.

“It was calling to me,” he
said. “I didn’t have any creative
space for it, so I kept walking
pastit. I tried not to see it. But
eventually I had to take it.”

Over the years, Redic has
enjoyed a friendly rapport
with his neighbors, who
didn’t seem to mind when
his artistic fervor spilled
out into common areas like

hallways and stairs.

He has shared important
moments in their lives, like
the birth of a first child to one
couple.

Redic’s works are now on
display at an exhibition in
Shanghai Culture Square, just
a three-minute walk from the
lane where he resides.

The exhibition, which runs
through mid-March, is called
“PRELUDE Rubies in the Rub-
ble: The Humanity Chapters
of Redic.”

He calls it a “prelude” be-
cause he said this will be the
first in a series of solo exhibi-
tions in Europe this year.

His works are strongly evoc-
ative of Shanghai. Take his
major series entitled “Doors
of Shanghai/Doors of Life.”

It is based on doors that
Redic collected from different
corners of the city. The first
was found not far from his
home in 2017.

He covered the doors in his
own modern art. On them, he
painted poetry or lyrics that

Vintage and modern converge in Redic’s living
room. — Zhou Shengjie

Sculptural “THRONES” are a standing topic of
Redic’s works. They are collected from different
corners of the city. — Zhou Shengjie

occurred to him while creating
the artwork, and he used mir-
ror shards and other objects
for ornamentation.

“I've always been fasci-
nated by doors,” he said. “In
Los Angeles, I had a series
of works called ‘Doors to My
Imagination.” When I learned
that Shanghai had 16 districts,
I wanted to create a door for
each of the districts.”

The series conveys an array
of messages that doors uni-
versally impart, like “doors of
opportunity” and “as one door
closes, another opens.”

The current exhibition,
which includes poetry read-
ings and art-sharing events,
will be Redic’s last engagement
before heading off to Europe.

“I feel that it’s time to take
my experiences in Shanghai
and share them with more of
the world,” he said. “The roots
of what I've done in Shanghai
and in China run deep. “

Will he return?

“I need to leave the door
open,” he said enigmatically.

PEOPLE 5

The “Doors of Shanghai/Doors of Life” series is based on doors
Redic collected from different corners of the city. — Kirill Buhtiyaro

Click here to watch the video
of his art and life in Shanghai
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A vegetable garden and unique signs add color to a rural cafe plaza
in Fangxia Village, Qingpu Distrct.

These local vegetables are fresh
and clean. We rarely use chemical
fertilizer.

Man living in Zhugiao Village in suburban
Songjiang District

Friday, February 10, 2023 Shanghai Now

A sustainable
future boosted by
rural biodiversity in
Shanghai villages

Wang Yong

ey, shall T pull
up these garlic
scapes?” a young
woman scouting
a riverside vegetable field for
a possible “harvest” asked a
man who had already collected
a bunch.

Judging from the way she
asked the question, I guessed
she was a city woman who had
come to the countryside for
fun. I thought she was perhaps
buying some locally grown
vegetables from the man, who
might be the owner of the little
farm. A little girl, who looked
like the woman’s daughter,
stood silently in the field,
watching the adults “working”
alongside each other.

“Yes, just pull them up,” he
said.

“But how? Shall I pull them
up by the roots?” she asked.

“That’s right,” he replied.

As they talked back and
forth, I sized up the environ-
ment as I sauntered around.
The fenced vegetable field was
surrounded by a row of farm-
ers’ houses, an open-air fitness
gym and a variety of trees, in-
cluding a bamboo grove.

I walked close to the young
woman, now holding a bunch
of garlic scapes in her right
hand, and struck a conversa-
tion with her: “Lovely garlic
scapes! Much better than the
ones I grew on my balcony a
few months ago.”

I told her I had experimented
with growing garlic scapes and
bean sprouts for fun. Although
I succeeded, my “products”

The author gets a bunch of
fresh spinach as a gift from the
family of three.

were nothing compared with
hers, which had grown in
nature.

Then she called the man,
who was still bending over and
picking vegetables: “Hey, give
him some of your collection!
He likes our stuff!”

“Our stuff?” I thought to
myself. “They must be a cou-
ple, and the little girl is their
daughter.”

It turned out I guessed right.
They said they came to pick
some fresh local vegetables to
prepare for their New Year’s
meals.

It was on Thursday that we
met in Zhuqgiao Village, two
days ahead of the eve of the
Chinese Lunar New Year.

Tucked away at the upper
reaches of Huangpu River, the

village in suburban Songjiang
District was nominated as one
of Shanghai’s 46 beautiful vil-
lages in 2022.

I went there for a field study
justbecause of the news, which
was announced by the mu-
nicipal agricultural and rural
committee on January 11.

“Wow, are you sure you want
to give me this big bunch of
red spinach? Shall I pay you?”
I asked shyly.

“Just take it, it’s fun, and it’s
free!” he said, with a smile.

He said he was born and bred
in the village, and now works
and lives in a downtown area
of Songjiang District.

“This vegetable field is my
aunt’s, whichis bigger and bet-
ter than mine,” he said. “These
local vegetables are fresh and
clean. We rarely use chemi-
cal fertilizer. My aunt and her
neighbors all eat local; they
never buy vegetables from
a supermarket or whatever
market.”

I immediately took a picture
of the surprise gift and sent it
to my wife. She was overjoyed.
My wife and I are both big fans
of fresh local food.

Small and neat vegetable
fields are everywhere to be
seen in Zhuqgiao Village, and
most are by or among various
trees, creating a unique scene
of rural biodiversity.

This biodiverse environment
once again reminded me of the
late American biologist and
writer Rachel Carson (1907-
1964), who proved a mixed
growth of plants would help
reduce insect harm and reli-
ance on chemical pesticides.
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Above: Two farmers in Xingwang Village install colorful solar-power
bulbs to celebrate the Chinese Year of the Rabbit.

Left: The beautiful skyline of Xingwang Village

The rural cafe plaza in Fangxia Village is situated beside a forest and a vegetable garden. — All photos by Wang Yong

After bidding farewell to the
generous couple, I went to the
adjacent Xingwang Village,
which was also listed as one of
the city’s latest batch of beauti-
ful villages. Beautiful indeed
were these two villages, where
vegetable fields are mixed with
forests in a typical biodiverse
setting.

The two villages epitomize
Shanghai’s efforts to boost
green agriculture through
such measures as developing
high-quality local vegetable
fields.

The further research into
the topic gave me a surprise:
I found on Friday that local
farms supply 80 percent of

green leafy vegetables the city
needs. I had imagined that
Shanghai would “import” most
of its green leafy vegetables
from outside.

Although large-scale farms
play a vital role in ensuring
high self-supply for vegetables,
especially green leafy ones,
smaller farms are no less im-
portant. These smaller fields,
scattered around farmers’
houses and forested areas,
help to nurture regenerative
agriculture, which focuses on
improving the soil with the
organic growth of plants.

In Qingpu District, such
smaller vegetable fields condu-
cive toregenerative agriculture

are also prospering. For exam-
ple, in Songze Village, which
is also newly named as one of
the city’s beautiful villages, a
large vegetable field has been
spruced up, surrounded by a
bamboo grove. In Fangxia Vil-
lage, which was selected as a
city-level beautiful village in
2020, smaller vegetable fields
have become an attractive
backdrop for an adjacent rural
cafe plaza.

Paco Underhill, author of
“How We Eat: The Brave New
World of Food and Drink,”
which was published in 2022,
said that consumers today in-
creasingly crave for local foods
whose growing cycles they can

predict and honor.

In Shanghai, similar things
are happening, where more and
more beautiful villages have
spruced up their communal
vegetable fields, going a long
way toward cultivating a sus-
tainable future for the planet.

A picturesque vegetable
garden in Songze Village,
Qingpu District
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TNIAND POLRI LEADERSHIP MEETING 2023

SR

SETKAB

President Joko Widodo accompanied by TNI Commander Admiral Yudo Margono and National Police Chief General Listyo Sigit Prabowo attend-
ing the 2023 TNI and Polri Rapim at The Sultan Hotel, Jakarta, Wednesday (8/2).

TNI, Polri Helping Improve Economy
by Maintaining Stability: Minister

Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga
Hartarto has said that his ministry will continue to
cooperate with the military (TNI) and police (Polri)

to maintain national stability so that the government

can optimize economic growth.

IN the fourth quarter of 2022, the
Indonesian economy grew 5.01 percent
year on year. Meanwhile, the overall
economic growth in 2022 reached 5.31
percent, the highest on record during
President Joko Widodo’s (Jokowi’s) of-
fice term.

“This economic growth was achieved
due to the conducive political and eco-

nomic situation as well as good security,
so (we) laud the TNI and Polri. Because
of good political stability, the economy
keeps advancing,” the coordinating min-
ister said at the “2023 TNI-Polri Com-
mand Meeting” on Wednesday (8/2).
Currently, the economic challenges
faced by Indonesia have shifted from
the COVID-19 pandemic to multidi-

mensional risks, which may lead to global
stagflation and thereby, make economic
performance very difficult to predict and
calculate.

With the right fiscal and monetary
policies, the implementation of the Fi-
nancial Sector Development and Rein-
forcement Law, Government Regulations
in lieu of Law (Perppu) on Job Creation,
as well as export proceeds (DHE) regu-
lations are expected to mitigate the risk
of stagflation.

The regulations are also expected to
provide legal certainty in the midst of the
uncertain global economic situation since
they are the pillar to strengthen economic
growth, job creation, as well as financial
and exchange rate stability.

In addition, Indonesia is the chair of

ASEAN for 2023. Its chairmanship is
themed “ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum
of Growth” to reflect ASEAN’s import-
ant role in global geopolitical dynamics.

Hence, support from the TNI and
Polri is also required to maintain security
for the implementation of the series of
ASEAN chairmanship activities.

“Strong coordination between the
government and all stakeholders, in-
cluding the TNI and Polri, has become
essential for supporting the acceleration
of the post-pandemic economic recov-
ery and national development agenda,”
Hartarto said.

He then invited all parties to increase
synergy and cooperation to realize the vi-
sion of Advanced Indonesia to improve
people’s welfare.(*)
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