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Foreign Exchange Rate against 1IDR
LCS CNY/IDR Reference Rate ; 2197
Currency | TT Bary I Sell Cash Buy | Cash Sell
AUD 1DR | 10,225.19 | 10,301.19 0.00 0.00
CHY IDR 2,181.62| 2194.62| ZAT6.62| 2,199.62
EUR IDR | 16,117.77 | 16.236.77 0.00 0.00
cePIDR | 18,246.78 | 1B,386.78 0.00 0.00
HKD TDR 193252 | 194352 1.928.52| 1.947.52
1P DR 111.11 112.01 0.00 0.00
Sco IDR | 11,265.08 | 11,342.08 0.00 0,00
usp 1ok | 15,160.00 | 15,260.00 | 15,155.00 | 15,265.00
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; N
[ %) Bank Indonesia ;E g 20:00 WIB
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T AUD 10.369,74 10.263,52 10.361,73
X3ETT BND 11.408,55 11.294,19 11.329,65
ARM CNY 2.223,84 2.201,46 2.198,58
BT EUR 16.314,79 16.147,90 16.130,44
EEE GBP 18.511,04 18.320,79 18.279,72
BT HKD 1.952,51 1.933,06 1.936,93
Hit JPY 112.73 111.58 112.49
T KRW 11,70 11,56 11,69
Ok T hE MYR 3.430,23 3.392,30 3.425,70
=T NzZD 9.563,58  9.462,35  9.446,16
FREERR PHP 278,71 275,84 275,95
RNt 5T SGD 11.410,25 11.292,51 11.321,27
E273 THB 439,02 434,40 438,95
ETT UsD 15.326,25 15.173,75 15.194,00
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ton Indonesia HLA9 B J $0AT o U, 0 BE 2 — AN F A 35 L (+/-) %
7 ¥ J& (Johanna Gani) T 3 Eﬂ)@»fh\ﬂ[é%{é}#%% IDX £k
H 2 F e R 5 1 IR0 % LA L A AR
SIEPFEAR,RBE AN AR, — A 4% |N225 HZRIEH 27,498.87 -17.66  -0.06%
SR e S R JE Al R XF 2023 4F e A
BRREAENARE WENWWEDL 24 E |[HS EHHEELE 20,429.46 -190.25  -0.92%
%HE%EL:%WWEﬁ%_Eﬁﬁ 3 4 Bk 22 .
/\ikéfdﬂ‘ 2003 A ZATE B R S5 IR B R W . A A T2% SSEC _LiE&%3s 3,310.65 -169  -0.05%
UEL ’U} -TFTE W E’]j(f; ° 56 ED Je 4k K K ik & CI SZSE wmYI BT 11,849.51 -64.81 -0.54%
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I [ Al G B Je 22 5P AR DL 74% B9 R Al K& E T | FTSTI igigkrt i 323490  -20.18  -0.62%
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Honggiao open hub marks second

anniversary with stunning feats

Huang Yixuan

hanghai’s Honggiao In-

ternational Open Hub,

celebrating its second

anniversary, has shown
remarkable development and
achievements over the past
two years.

The city has made notable
efforts on the development of
the hub, which translates into
its high-quality development
that has led the growth of the
Yangtze River Delta region.

The gross domestic product
of the Honggiao International
Open Hub’s “one core and two
belts” area, covering 7,000
square kilometers in total, grew
to 2.69 trillion yuan (US$387.7
billion) in 2022 from 2.3 tril-
lion yuan in 2020 against the
background of the COVID-19
pandemic.

It indicated that the hub
last year contributed almost
10 percent of the combined
economic output of the three
provinces of Zhejiang, Jiangsu
and Anhui, as well as the city
of Shanghai, which is a signifi-
cant contribution considering
that the area occupies only less
than 2 percent of the region’s
total land.

In particular, the Honggiao
International Central Business
District, as the core area of
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the hub, has seen a compre-
hensive acceleration of major
economic growth indicators,
with continued improvement
in display, leadership and
competitiveness.

In 2022, the CBD’s tax rev-
enue rose 15.2 percent, with
the actual foreign investment
amount doubling and an 8.6
percent growth in the total im-
port and export volume over
the previous year.

The district also lured nearly
130 billion yuan in key invest-
ment last year, growing by over
60 percent. It is becoming a
new benchmark for the rapid
development of the YRD region
and a new landmark for two-
way opening-up.

Moreover, the mechanism
framework has been further
improved over the past two
years. Three sets of work-
ing mechanisms have been
established, focusing on the
7,000-square-kilometer overall
area, the 2,100-square-kilome-
ter Shanghai linkage area, and
the 151-square-kilometer core
area, which have effectively
strengthened the coordina-
tion and linkage among the
regions.

In terms of tasks and targets,
the hub has made significant
progress, with 100 of the
104 key tasks outlined in the

—_.-_...-mlmm-rnn R §

A view of the Hongqiao International Central Business District in Shanghai. — IC

overall plan having been com-
pleted. And, of the 29 policy
measures, 26 have been imple-
mented practically.

On promoting the hub’s
core functions in line with the
overall plan, it has seen big up-
grades in functions for various
aspects, including commerce,
exhibition, transportation,
sci-tech innovation, and city-
industry integration.

Take commerce, for example,
the hub is home to more than
500 headquarters of various

Check out our website

enterprises with more sup-
portive policies and better
services.

The development of the mod-
ern service industry has also
been significantly enhanced
over the past two years.

The Honggiao International
Central Legal Zone was created
to bring together a number of
high-profile, professional and
influential legal service insti-
tutions, including law firms,
arbitration institutions, notary
offices and judicial expertise

institutions, in the industry.
A total of 40 such institutions
have already settled in the hub
so far.

The hub has also done a bet-
ter job in promoting finance
to serve the real economy. For
instance, it formulated and in-
troduced special policies for
opening free trade accounts
for enterprises in the Hongg-
iao CBD, and has cumulatively
recommended three batches of
177 enterprises to open their
free trade accounts.

FOLLOW US

Search for “Shanghai Daily” @

WWW.SHINE.CN

f

Shanghai Daily o

Powered by . y A
e You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com




2 METRO

Tan Weiyun

etective Liu Wei often works
late at night. He lurks in the
long grass, peeps through
underground pipelines,
ventures into the demolished houses
and searches in the parking lots. He’s
looking for lost pets, not criminals.

Since 2012, the 35-year-old man
from Shanghai has led hundreds of
large-scale searches and helped re-
unite more than 1,000 lost cats, dogs,
birds, squirrels and lizards with their
worried, sad owners.

“It’s a great sense of accomplish-
ment when I finally find a missing
pet after days of continuous efforts,”
he said.

Before heading out, the detective
asks his clients many questions re-
garding their lost pets, such as name,
age, color, looks, health history, out-
ings, temperament, among others.
The profile he creates helps him ana-
lyze data more effectively.

Off-leash cats and dogs behave
predictably. Cats hide in dark, small
places like pipelines or beneath cars
because they are shy, easily terrified,
and have various worries, phobias
and anxieties.

In Liu’s experience, cats have a bet-
ter chance of being discovered, “like
70-80 percent,” he said.

“They just hide and do not go
away. They might hide themselves
somewhere in the building or in
the neighborhood,” he added. “They
wouldn’t go far.”

Equipment like an infrared ther-
mal imager is usually used to locate
a cat. If it hides in a hole, tools such
as a pipeline detector and a remote-
control video car will also help.

“Some cats would respond to their
owner if they were called, so a sound
amplifier also works to identify the
exact position,” Liu said.

Cats are probably easier to find but
harder to catch than dogs because

As pet ownership

%\ increases, so does

In Liu Wei’s (right) experience, cats have a better chance of being found.

An infrared thermal imager is usually
used to locate a cat. — Ti Gong

their reflexes are faster, they jump
higher, and they move with greater
agility.

Words of comfort and treats from
the owner can sometimes be more
effective than any tool.

A cat owner on the 40th floor once
sought help from Liu. Her cat had
gone missing, but she claimed that
the door and windows were shut.

The worst-case scenario was that
the animal fell from the building, but
Liu found no body on the ground.

After inspecting the apartment, Liu
felt that the cat might have jumped
from the balcony to the 39th floor.
Sure enough, he found the cat hid-
ing in a crack in the balcony wall on
the floor below. He stuffed food into
a trap cage and roped it up. The cat
spotted the food and rushed in.

It was rescued.

A dog, on the other hand, is a more
complicated animal.

Finding a dog is more difficult than
finding a cat because dogs have a
much wider range of motion, not to
mention the fact that 80 percent of
missing dogs are stolen, either by dog
dealers or by people looking for a free
dog of a popular breed. While cats are
70-80 percent likely to be found, with
dogs it can be just 30-40 percent.

Different dog breeds have vary-
ing degrees of difficulty. If they are
separated from their leash, they can
become stray animals. Popular breeds
in petite sizes, such as the Teddy and
Pomeranian, are easily taken away, but
Chinese rural dogs are not on the list.

Friday, March 3, 2023 Shanghai Now

One particular case that riles Liu
was a failed attempt to trace a dog
named Mimi, who vanished after a
highway accident in Anhui Province.
Mimi’s owners, a couple, were injured
and another dog died in the accident.
Mimi took off at the sight of one of the
couple trying to revive the dead dog
with cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

After the couple searched nearby
areas for two days, they approached
Liu. He tracked Mimi down at an aban-
doned factory but the dog managed to
evade them every time. Liu believes
that Mimi was most likely terrified
while watching one of the owners at-
tempt CPR on the dead dog.

The heartbroken couple kept com-
ing back every year, leaving food and
water behind in the hope that Mimi
would forgive them.

The pet detective business has
grown in the country in recent years
as more people raise pets at home.

Hiring a pet detective is not cheap;
it can range from a few thousand to
more than 10,000 yuan (US$1,470) de-
pending on the area, but pet lovers go
to great lengths to find their pets.

“They are not animals. They are
members of the family,” Liu said.

He takes in sick or injured stray cats
and dogs, and treats them medically.
After that, he launches a pet adop-
tion program to help them find a new
home.

Liunow has a 12-person team work-
ing with him. He teaches them how to
use appropriate equipment and gives
them basic pet knowledge. Liu charges
1,000 yuan per day if the search is in
Shanghai, but the fees are higher if it
involves trips to other provinces. He
demands full payment regardless of
the outcome.

“In this industry, logical thinking
is required, but we care more about
true love and responsibility for ani-
mals,” he added.
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Chinese phone firms flex tech mus cle

on return to Mobile World Congress

Zhu Shenshen

hinesephonemakers

were back flexing

their tech and inno-

vation muscle at the
Mobile World Congress 2023,
the world’s biggest telecom-
munications show. The event
covered artificial intelligence,
chip development, foldable
screens and augmented/vir-
tual reality.

This year’s MWC show, held
through this week in Barce-
lona, Spain, was the first time
many Chinese firms returned
to the booths of the world’s
information technology show
after the COVID-19 pandemic
outbreak. They used the in-
ternational stage to speed up
global expansion and directly
challenge international ri-
vals, including Samsung and
Apple.

Chinese brand Honor re-
leased its new flagship model
Magic 5 in Barcelona as its
global debut, offering the
latest image, screen, battery

|
e
1

o -
Es |

_.‘_ | ‘ﬁ/@—??"ﬂ

and artificial intelligence
functions. It also launched a
new foldable-screen model in
the international market.

Technology innovation is
Honor’s “unique competi-
tive advantage” to explore
the high-end international
market, and directly chal-
lenge Apple and Samsung,
said Zhao Ming, Honor’s
president.

China’s ZTE launched a
batch of devices, including
a naked-eye 3D tablet and
AR glasses, to meet users’
demands in various sectors
such as sports, video and
entertainment, travel and
education. One spotlight tech
is a real-time 3D content pro-
duction technology.

The 5G network with high
speed, low latency and large
bandwidth has facilitated
richer forms of content con-
sumption, said ZTE.

The global wearable
device sales will hit 195 mil-
lion units in 2023, with a
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moderate growth of 5.1 per-
cent over 2022 and an 11.4
percent growth in 2024. The
rate is much higher than the
smartphone sales growth in
the period, according to re-
searcher Canalys.

Smartphone brand OPPO
showcased its flagship fold-
able model Find N2, a smart
health-care device, and AR
glasses at the Barcelona
show.

OPPO has integrated the
concept of sustainable
development into its long-
term development strategy.
Starting in 2023, OPPO will
remove the plastic packag-
ing of phone boxes from the
European market and achieve
100 percent recycling on
packaging.

Xiaomi also displayed its
flagship model Xiaomi 13 as
well as smart home devices
and systems at the show, with
abrand image of both innova-
tion and fashion.

Huawei exhibited devices
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for mobile photography,
sports and fitness and smart i
work, including the flag-
ship model Mate50 Pro and
watches.

Global smartphone sales
are estimated at 1.19 billion
units in 2023, representing a
0.3 percent year-on-year drop
from 2022. The sales are ex-
pected to grow moderately by
2.5 percentin 2024 as the mac-
roeconomic environment
gradually improves, said
Canalys.

Despite the
decline, small ven-
dors and regional
players will have more
opportunities when top
enterprises cut their
marketing expens-
es, the researcher
said.
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Amid changing habits and attitudes,
China resale market steadily growing

Lotus Chen

iao Lu, a Beijing fash-

ionista in her 20s, has

been buying second-

hand goods online
for three years.

“Shopping helps reduce
stress and cheer me up, so I
penny-pinch wherever I can
to satisfy my shopping urge
and maintain my financial
independence when economic
difficulties and uncertainties
strike,” she said.

As an international student
in the United States in 2021, I
discovered thrift stores and

shopping were popular even
in small towns.

“Girl Boss,” a TV series about
an online thrift shop owner,
was quite popular. Right now,
the second-hand market (|H%%
1), also known as the resale or
thrift market, is gaining trac-
tion in China’s major cities.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has had an impact on the
thrift market. On one hand,
some physical stores have shut
down, but on the other hand,
it is becoming more popu-
lar as consumers seek ways
to stretch their budgets and

reduce waste.

As consumers seek more
sustainable and cost-effective
ways to do shopping, the glob-
al industry for second-hand
apparel, electronics, furniture
and antiques has grown.

In line with the trend, Chi-
na’s thrift market is growing.
Data shows that the Chinese
second-hand market rose from
300 billion yuan (US$44.2 bil-
lion) in 2015 to 1.05 trillion
yuan by 2020.

According to areportreleased
in 2021 by consulting firm
Frost & Sullivan and Tsinghua

University’s Institute of Energy,
Environment and Economy, it
is expected to reach nearly 3
trillion yuan in 2025.

Before the COVID-19 pan-
demic struck in late 2019,
Statista.com claimed that ap-
proximately 2.8 billion used
items were sold in China, gen-
erating close to 883 billion
yuan.

A recent study suggests that
the second-hand market in
China is likely to grow faster,
with the sales of second-hand
luxury goods accounting for a
large portion of the growth.

Consumers are becoming
more aware of the advantages
of purchasing pre-owned
luxury items, as they can
frequently obtain the same
high-quality products at a
fraction of the cost.

Challenges and
opportunities

With consumers increasing-
ly looking for environmentally
friendly and cost-effective
ways to buy goods, the second-
hand market is set to further
grow this year.
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1.05 trillion yuan

In line with the trend, China’s thrift market is growing. Data shows
that the Chinese second-hand market rose from 300 billion yuan
(US$44.2 billion) in 2015 to 1.05 trillion yuan by 2020.

The rise of online e-com-
merce platforms, as well as
increased awareness of the
environmental impact on
consumption, is driving this
growth.

China has also embraced
other opportunities, such as
technology. The growth of
e-commerce platforms is mak-
ing the thrift market bigger,
and technology will continue
to have a big impact on the
industry.

Companies will need to in-
vest in technology solutions
that make it simple for con-
sumers to buy and sell used
goods, and provide robust
quality control processes in
order to build trust and main-
tain the market’s reputation.

Additionally, there are sig-
nificant growth opportunities
in emerging markets, where
consumers are increasingly
looking for affordable and ac-
cessible luxury goods.

However, the second-hand
market also faces a number
of challenges. To begin with,
cultural differences — Chi-
nese people are hesitant to buy
used goods due to concerns
about the quality and condi-
tion of the items, particularly
electronics and other products
that may have been damaged
or improperly cared for.

There is also a lack of chan-
nels for the resale of goods,
such as brick-and-mortar
thrift stores and online mar-
ketplaces, making it difficult
for consumers to find and
purchase used goods in some
Chinese towns and villages.

Limited options for logistics
and shipping are also an im-
pediment. Shipping used goods
from abroad can be difficult
and costly, making it difficult
for consumers to purchase

items from overseas.

Despite these obstacles, the
market is expanding. More
importantly, the Chinese have
amassed a stockpile of goods
after decades of rapid eco-
nomic growth. Some are old
but still useful items that have
been superseded by newer
models. Others are as good as
new stuff, having been rarely
used.

It can be hard to change
consumption habits and
awareness, especially in a
country as big and culturally
diverse as China.

Cultural differences toward
second-hand goods in China
have historically been more
negative than in other coun-
tries, with the perception that
these goods are of lower qual-
ity and value.

In the past few years, how-
ever, there has been a shift
toward more environmental-
ly friendly ways of shopping
and a growing awareness of
the benefits of used goods,
such as less waste and lower
prices.

Promoters behind the
scenes

While the growth of the thrift
market in China has been sig-
nificant, some of the factors
contributing to this growth
include increased awareness
of sustainability and environ-
mental protection, as well as
changing consumer behavior
and preferences toward value-
driven shopping.

Also, the rise of online mar-
ketplaces and mobile apps
for buying and selling used
goods has made it easier for
consumers to participate in
this market.

E-commerce platforms have

A second-hand vintage shop at Gulou area in Beijing

also matured, reducing some
of the online fraud that was
once commonplace.

According to a Mintel survey,
more than half of urban Chi-
nese people buy used goods
for environmental reasons.
Alibaba and Tencent have
dominated this market by de-
veloping exchange platforms
that allow buyers and sellers
to do fast, secure and rated
transactions.

Not only are offline thrift
stores such as Duozhuayu (
£ fa) expanding, but online
second-hand shops such as
Xianyu (/Hf1) have gone viral.
Xianyu is a Chinese app that
offers a platform for purchas-
ing used products for the 75.5
million users of Taobao.

Clothing, designer bags, re-
frigerators, smartphones and
automobiles are all sold in this
manner. The seller must enter
information about the item’s
condition (time used, origin,
brand, among others) and re-
ceive an estimate of the sale
price based on the product
category.

In addition to the buying and
selling of second-hand goods,
the application includes recy-
cling functions. Clothing to
be recycled can be retrieved
from an individual in a few

clicks and resold to partner
companies in exchange for
payment.

These partners sell some of
the collected items and recycle
the remainder (roughly half)
to create industrial or agricul-
tural materials (such as fabrics
for greenhouse temperature
control and noise-dampening).
Since the launch of the plat-
form, about 24 million items,
or 8,500 tons, of clothing have
been recycled.

Xianyu is linked to the Ali-
baba credit-scoring system to
ensure smooth transactions
and accurate product informa-
tion. Zhima Credit employs an
algorithm that assesses each
individual’s level of trust
based on their Alipay trans-
actions. Users are assigned
a score between 350 and 950
points. The higher the score,
the more the person will be
considered trustworthy and
will be eligible for benefits.

Other platforms for selling
used goods include Zhuan-
zhuan (##%) which has 2
million monthly users, and
Guazi (JL7T) that sold 50,000
used carsin 2018. Despite these
figures, the Chinese second-
hand market still has a long
way to go and trails Western
markets. An analysis report
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Xianyu’s mini program

released by the China Auto-
mobile Dealers Association
said that China’s second-hand
car sales exceeded 12 million
yuan in 2017, less than one-
third of the United States.

“Buying used items saves me
money and protects the envi-
ronment, which increases my
financial and mental security
in these uncertain times,” Xiao
Lu believes.
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“The Knockout,” starring Zhang Songwen (left) and Zhang Yi, has The TV series drew visitors to Jiangmen
become a phenomenal hit. — Ti Gong wanting to try local delicacies such as rice
roll that are featured in the drama. — IC

A knockout success

in TY drama

highlights a trend
toward realism

Cameras roll on a scene from “New Dawn” — Ti Gong

‘The Knockout' is not simply
a story about fighting crime,
but also a reflection of social
evolution this century.

Xu Jizhou
Director and scriptwriter
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Xu Wei

elevision viewers were sur-

prised recently when Su

Xiaoding, Lin Jiachuan and

four other actors who play
villains in the TV series “The Knock-
out” begged the pardon of fans and
said they really weren’t bad guys in
real life.

That they seemed so real on screen
is testament to some of the grittier
fare on television, where series are
focusing more on real life, both
historical and contemporary, and at-
tracting enthusiastic audiences.

“The Knockout” is rooted in China’s
national campaign to crack down on
gang crime. Some viewers have even
suggested, tongue in cheek, that
police “investigate” actor Zhang Son-
gwen, who plays criminal lord Gao
Qigiang in the series so realistically
that it seems he’s not acting at all.

Gao’s favorite book in the series,
“The Art of War” by ancient Chinese
war strategist Sun Tzu, has enjoyed a
surge in sales with the overwhelming
popularity of the series.

Young people seem drawn to
drama that is a stark contrast to the
once commonplace boring, insipid
TV fare.

“My classmates and I have really
enjoyed the new drama, which is
a big departure from the normal,
mainstream stuff,” said college
student Chris Yu. “The storytell-
ing is creative, with its overlapping
timelines and flashbacks, and all
the characters are multifaceted and
interesting.”

The 39-episode “The Knockout”
began airing on China Central Tele-
vision and iQiyi last month. It was
simultaneously released overseas in
subtitles of eight languages for view-
ers in North America, Europe and
Southeast Asia.

Inspired by true events, the drama
centers on two decades of interaction
between a gang boss and a police offi-
cer that began when the gangster was
a humble fishmonger and a friend of
the cop. However, they finally become
foes, and the drama follows their
years of cat-and-mouse struggle.

CULTURE 7

Realism gives overseas audiences a window
on life in contemporary China.

The production crew film a scene from “New Dawn” — Ti Gong

“The Knockout” was filmed on
location in the city of Jiangmen in
Guangdong Province. — IC

Through varied timelines, the
drama is set against the backdrop
of China’s tremendous social trans-
formation and progress in legal
reforms.

The series is apparently popular
overseas as well. Rickshaw driv-
ers in Thailand have been known
to play excerpts of “The Knockout”
and its theme song, trying to attract
the business of Chinese tourists. On
some websites in Japan, the dramais
also a trending search topic.

The iQiyi Research Center said the
show has broken a two-year popu-
larity record previously held by the
comedy costume drama “My Heroic
Husband.” “The Knockout” is also
the most-watched drama on CCTV
Channel 8.

On the leading film and TV review
website Douban, more than 600,000
viewers give the series an 8.5 out of
10 rating.

The series is shot on location in
the city of Jiangmen in Guangdong

Province, which is also attracting
visitors eager to sample local delica-
cies such as rice rolls and pig’s-feet
noodles that are featured in the
drama.

Industry professionals are closely
watching the success of the drama
and contemplating its repercussions,
both for television and for spill-over
effects such as tourism.

Dai Ying, senior vice president at
iQiyi, said that the drama sets the bar
higher for production of high-quality
contents in the genre.

The production team spent three
years on the series. Director and
scriptwriter Xu Jizhou said in a media
interview that “The Knockout” is not
simply a story about fighting crime,
but also a reflection of social evolu-
tion this century.

“We needed to do a lot of interviews
and research to recreate the realism
of the era,” director Xu said. “Audi-
ence can obviously see the changes
of sets, makeup, costumes and props
that reflect changing styles over the
years.”

Realism gives overseas audiences
a window on life in contemporary
China.

When the Shanghai-produced epic
series “New Dawn” was shown to
global audiences through YouTube,
it evoked emotional feedback with
its touching stories behind the libera-
tion of Shanghai in May 1949 and the
city’s subsequent reconstruction.

The series was particularly popular
among viewers in North America and

Australia, with foreign fans lauding
the artistry of production and the
heroic sacrifices of the characters.
Some posted messages that they were
watching the drama while learning
about Chinese history.

“I love this genre,” said netizen
Sheila McClane. “I learn so much
from these historical series.”

Depicting history through drama
productions is also an eye-opener
for Chinese youngsters too young
to remember an era when Party
members had to fight bandits and
enemy agents, and when People’s
Liberation Army soldiers won pub-
lic respect with their discipline and
patriotism.

Scriptwriter Long Pingping said at
a recent workshop that it is never
easy to depict a sweeping subject like
that.

“We are redefining storytelling
methods to relate what happened in
the past to the emotions of contem-
porary audiences,” Long said. “We
think details are important, and so
scenes need to be based on facts and
convincing acting.”

In recent years, TV series that reso-
nate with younger audiences include
critically acclaimed productions like
“A Lifelong Journey,” “Like A Flowing
River,” “Minning Town” and “The Age
of Awakening.”

TV experts attribute the success of
the realism genre to its sincere, sim-
ple focus on the lives and emotions
of ordinary people and its ability to
show how they connect with vicissi-
tudes of the era in which they lived.

Professor Gu Xiaoming, a film and
TV scholar at Fudan University, told
Shanghai Daily that dramas inspired
by real-life events in China will
continue to capture and engage audi-
ences, both at home and abroad.

“The key is the degree to which
they delve deeper into life, discover-
ing the underlying logic of life and
combining that with specific regions,
topics and people to create a colorful
story,” Gu said. “Many countries hope
to draw lessons from the examples
of China, and dramas can serve a
cultural envoy in that regard.”
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GROUNDBREAKING

President Joko Widodo Groundbreaking of the Mentarang Hydro Power Plant Project, PT Kayan Hydropower Nusantara, in Malinau, Kaltara,
Wednesday (1/3). The infrastructure project can be built on cooperation between Indonesia and Malaysia.

Mentarang PLTA Expected to Bolster
Green Economy: President Jokowi

Construction of the Mentarang Main Hydropower Plant
(PLTA) in Malinau District, North Kalimantan Province, is
one of Indonesia’s endeavors to realize green economy
transformation, President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) stated.

“THE government highly supports
this big project, and we expect that there
will be a green economy transformation in
Indonesia,” Jokowi remarked while attend-
ing the groundbreaking of the Mentarang
Main PLTA on Wednesday (1/3)

He noted that the project, which is
built on Mentarang River located about
35 kilometers upstream of Malinau Dis-
trict, costs US$2.6 billion or around Rp40
trillion. “What do we expect from (the
development of) this area (the Mentarang

PLTA)? The (PLTA) area in Mentarang
will be connected to (supply electricity
for) the (industrial) area in Bulungan,”
he stated.

Currently, the government is also con-
structing the Indonesian Industrial Park
Area (KIPI) in Bulungan District, North
Kalimantan Province, spanning an area of
13 thousand hectares, to become the largest
green industrial estate in the world.

The president noted that the govern-
ment is targeting to develop the electronic

vehicle (EV) and EV battery manufactur-
ing as well as aluminum industry at KIPL

He noted that the industry will pro-
duce green aluminum since KIPI uses
green energy. Furthermore, he said that
a petrochemical industry will start oper-
ating in the near future.

He visited KIPI on Tuesday (February
28, 2023) to witness up close the opera-
tional readiness of the industrial area that
had been developed since 2021.

“Once they (the Mentarang PLTA
and Bulungan KIPI) are connected, they
will become Indonesia’s future (economic
drivers),” Jokowi remarked.

In addition, he expressed gratitude to
the local community and religious leaders
in Malinau District for supporting the
implementation of the project.

“Especially the Dayak community,
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who has fully supported this project, and
we hope that all of us can obtain great
benefits from this integrated project in
Mentarang Sub-district (in Malinau Dis-
trict) and Bulungan District,” he noted.

The Mentarang Main PLTA is being
developed by PT Kayan Hydropower
Nusantara, a joint venture between
Sarawak Energy and Indonesian private
corporation PT Kayan Patria Pratama.

Sarawak Energy is a company be-
longing to the Government of Sarawak,
Malaysia.

In addition to supplying electricity for
the industrial area, the Mentarang Main
PLTA can provide sustainable supply of
clean energy for the surrounding com-
munity and support electricity supply for
Indonesia’s future capital city, Nusantara,
in East Kalimantan Province.(*)
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