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Purrfect paintings pep up city’s ‘cat street’
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An old city street has been transformed into a vibrant “cat street.” The 600-meter-long
alley is adorned with vivid wall paintings inspired by pet cat photographs contributed by
the public, as well as feline cartoons. — Jiang Xiaowei
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Ke Jiayun

AN old downtown street in Shanghai
has been turned into a “cat street”
with wall paintings inspired by pet
cat photographs collected from the
public and feline cartoons.

Fangbang Road M., which connects
the Yuyuan Garden area and the Bund
Finance Center, has been under demo-
lition since 2018 and was empty for a
long time. This week, however, local
residents and tourists flocked to the
street to see the walls covered in dif-
ferent styles of cat paintings.

Starting from Xuanhutai (Zg8&), a
traditional Chinese drama stage now
wrapped with colorful knitting wool
by the artists, the “cat street” is about
600 meters long.

The previously dusty walls are
full of vivid huge tabbies and there
are also cartoon cats on unexpected
corners.

There are paintings of more than
30 pet cats collected from netizens
with their names and introductions
alongside.

On Monday afternoon, visitors
nearly blocked the street and some
cyclists and deliverymen had to elbow
their way through the crowds.

Shi Er, a pet blogger on lifestyle-
sharing platform Xiaohongshu, was
excited when she took her cat Tuanzi
to the site and saw the paintings of
the feline creatures.

“She is a social butterfly who is not
afraid of people. I wanted to let her
to see herself on the wall,” Shi joked.

“It can also raise people’s awareness
on caring for stray cats.”

Tango, the artist behind the huge

WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

The name and an introduction is given
alongside the paintings of pet cats.
— Ke Jiayun

Shi Er brought her cat Tuanzi to see her
own painting. — Ke Jiayun

cat wall paintings, designed them to
provide visitors with a unique per-
spective by showcasing what it’s like
to see the world from a cat’s level.

“As you walk around, you’ll find
yourself looking at the cats eye-to-
eye,” Tango pointed out.

Tango’s team saw the blank walls of
the old neighborhoods as the perfect
canvas for their paintings. They em-
barked on the “Cat Street Archives”
project, transforming these walls into
a natural gallery for their artwork.

FOLLOW US
Search for “Shanghai Daily” @
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NEW LIFE IN SHANGHALI!

Expats share their stories with joys and hopes

Staff Reporters

he streets of Shang-

hai are full of vitality

these days, and we

are happy to see the
familiar scenery of so many
joyful foreign faces among the
crowds.

As a metropolitan city,
Shanghai has always appreci-
ated the contributions made
by people coming from afar,

Marco Carniti,
from ltaly

The Italian theatrical director Marco
Carniti was among the first group of
foreign artists to come to Shanghai
after China opened its borders follow-
ing the relaxation of COVID-19 rules

in January.

“I feel very lucky and grateful to be
here,” Carniti told Shanghai Daily. “The
warm welcome I received at the airport

made me feel like a rock star.”

For the original

H article: https://www.

and extended a welcome hand
toward newcomers.

It has been four months
since January 8 when Shanghai
optimized the management
measures for inbound travel-
ers after China downgraded
COVID-19 to Category B man-
agement for infectious diseases
from Category A.

Last Friday, the World Health
Organization said that the
COVID-19 pandemic no longer

E - shine.cn/feature/art-
E culture/2302085981/

constitutes a Public Health
Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC), the WHO'’s
highest alert level.

During the past four months,
Shanghai has tried hard to
create an even friendlier envi-
ronment for expatriates to live
and work. Shanghai Daily also
offered a lot of practical ser-
vices on our new platform City
News Service (CNS), as part of
the measures.

The efforts have paid off.
Although the number of new-
comers is not available, we
can see them on the streets,
in the shops, restaurants and
offices.

Shanghai Daily has followed
these newcomers, espe-
cially those hoping to make
Shanghai their new home
and develop their careers in
the city. We set up a column
called “2023 newcomers” to

find how these people fare,
and here is a wrap -up of
what we have found.

They come from differ-
ent countries, with different
occupations in different indus-
tries, and even speak different
languages to express their
high expectations toward the
future.

But one thing is in common
— they are confident of their
choice of Shanghai.

Jean-Charles Fortoul, from France

Jean-Charles Fortoul feels a stron-

ger commitment to China as travelers
return to tourism destinations around
the world.

As chief executive officer of Club
Med Asia Pacific’s Resorts Business
Unit, Fortoul was busy meeting with
partners and colleagues in Shanghai
after he arrived in February. He was
also learning Chinese to better inter-
act with the people here.

As the tourism industry moves into
a new phase, he is optimistic to see
a strong comeback, with occupancy

rates going up and people going back
to Club Med’s high-end resorts.

Such optimism comes from For-
toul’s 28 years of experience in the
hospitality industry and 20 years
with Club Med, and he is no stranger
to China.

For the original
article: https://
www.shine.cn/biz/
economy/2304033222/
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Alex Reed, from the UK

Alex Reed, the new headmaster
of Harrow Shanghai International
School, is settling into his new job
and new life after three months.

“I've joined a community that’s
very positive and forward-looking,”
he said. “You can see that every-
one is very committed to Shanghai
and to being part of the Shanghai
community in general, not just
international.”

A Londoner by birth, Reed spent
15 years as head teacher at an inter-
national school in Auckland, New
Zealand.

He found it difficult to leave for
a new job in a new city, but said
it was the right time and the right
move for him.

“First of all, because the job is
a wonderful job,” he said. “It’s a
fantastic school with a brilliant

HOICe:

reputation and a long heritage, a
long history, but also because I
know China quite well.

“I've visited China many times in
the past. And Shanghai is one of
my favorite cities. So when I come
here, I know that I'm going to enjoy
myself, I find the city a fascinating
blend of the modern and the tradi-
tional, enjoy the culture here and
enjoy the people here too.”

In Shanghai, he said he found
people were very committed to
education. He is also ambitious to
make the school “bigger”.

For the original
article: https://
www.shine.cn/
education/2304244734/
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Asako Takakura, from Japan

Former Japanese women’s national foot-
ball team manager Asako Takakura has
set an ambitious goal after being named
head coach of Shanghai SHRCB FC — win-
ning each match in the 2023 CWSL season
while aiming for the championship.

And she has won the heart of her play-
ers in Shanghai as well as the deep respect
from many football fans since her arrival
in January.

“I did have some hesitation due to pan-
demic-related concern when receiving

the invitation from Shanghai last year,”
Takakura noted. “But I also got to know
that Shanghai has a strong team with a
glorious history. So eventually I decided to
come here and give myself a challenge.”

For the original article:
https://www.shine.cn/
sport/2303016795/

Woo Young Lee, from South Korea

For Woo Young Lee, a South Korean, who
moved to the city in January, Shanghai
is a special place, which integrates cul-
ture, history, modernity, and is unique
for innovation.

“Shanghai is a global city with a diver-
sity of people, diversity of culture and
diversity of time,” Lee told Shanghai
Daily.

“When I arrived in Shanghai, I was sur-
prised that the present and future in the
city mixed together and was well harmo-
nized, in this very developed place.”

Lee and his wife have twin daughters
who are 15 years old. The two soon made
many Chinese friends in Shanghai.

“They went to Disney Resort together
with 11 of their friends by subway and re-
ally enjoyed a good time,” Lee laughed.

For the original article:
https://www.shine.cn/
news/metro/2303207454/
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The ‘invisible summit’
and the blind Chm

climber

Zhang Hong at Camp 1V, the last stop on
the way to the summit — Photos / Ti Gong

Friday, May 12, 2023 Shanghai Now

Lu Feiran

he exhilarating mo-

ment of standing on

the top of the world

wasn't quite how Chi-
nese climber Zhang Hong had
envisioned it. Then again, as
the first blind Asian to reach
the summit of Mount Everest,
he couldn’t see it at all.

“I'had imagined what I would
do when the moment came,”
Zhang told Shanghai Daily in
recounting the 2021 ascent.
“I thought I might cheer or I
might yell out something en-
lightening, but at that moment,
I didn’t know how much oxy-
gen was left and I knew that
most fatal accidents on Everest
happened to climbers on the
way down. So I told my Sherpa
guide, ‘Let’s get out of here!””

Despite the memories of
standing there, with gales and
snow swirling around him and
fear in his heart, Zhang’s expe-
rience whetted his appetite for
adventure. He now nurtures
plans to scale the highest peaks
of every continent and trek to
the north and south poles.

Zhang was born in Chongqg-
ing and grew up in Chengdu,
capital of Sichuan Province.
In 1996, when he was 21, he
lost his eyesight to inherited
glaucoma, which had earlier
afflicted his father and uncle.

“Iremember one nightIcould
still figure out the headlines on
anewspaper,” he said. “And the
next day, I woke up and asked
my girlfriend, now wife, ‘Is it
still dark?’ She replied, ‘No,
it’'s morning already.” I knew
at that moment that I had com-
pletely lost my eyesight.”

His wife Xia Qiong resisted
pressure from her family to
call off any marriage plans and
she stuck by him.

The first couple of years of
blindness were so miserable
that Zhang wanted to give up.
Xia refused to let him sink
in self-pity. She became his
“eyes on the world,” managing
his daily life and giving him
encouragement.

“Ilove soccer, so she read me
soccer news from newspapers
to cheer me up, and when she

¢¢

It was really tough.

| sustained many
injuries and
sometimes felt on
the verge of a fatal
accident. | often
asked myself why |
was doing what | was
doing, but the goal of
conquering Everest
was overpowering.

Zhang Hong

The first blind Asian to reach
the summit of Mount Everest

Zhang Hong on his way up to
the summit.

couldn’t be with me, she would
record them on tapes,” Zhang
said. “She raised me up from
the darkness.”

Zhang, like so many visually
impaired people in China, be-
came a masseur, but he was
restless.

“I had actually tried dif-
ferent jobs, even starting my
own business,” he said. “But I
always felt that I wasn’t doing
what I wanted.”

He found his calling in
2012 when he went to work
as a masseur at a hospital in
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Zhang Hong reads Braille at a Xinhua Bookstore in Shanghai in April.

Lhasa, capital of the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region in southwest
China.

Three years later, he came
across the story of American
athlete and adventurer Erik
Weihenmayer, the first blind
person in the world to con-
quer Everest, also known as
the Qomolangma, in a 2001
expedition. That was a turning
point in Zhang’s life.

“If he could, why couldn’t 1?”
he thought to himself.

However, age could be a com-
plicating factor. Weihenmayer
was 33 when he reached the
top of Everest and had been an
athlete since childhood. Zhang
was over 40 and had never ex-
ercised. But that didn’t deter
him; he began training.

“To start off, training was
simple and monotonous —
climbing up and down the
staircases of my apartment
building,” he said.

Weights were gradually
added to the routine to improve
Zhang’s strength. He wore his
training gear everywhere, even
when picking up his son from
school.

Family and friends, some of
whom harbored doubts about
his Everest dream, pitched in
to raise funds.

Eventually, Zhang left the
city life of Chengdu and began
mountain climbing. Guides
would lead the way, telling him
how to move — 30 centime-
ters to the left, 50 centimeters
forward, halt, turn around —
when even the smallest error
could be fatal.

“It was really tough,” he
said. “I sustained many in-
juries and sometimes felt on
the verge of a fatal accident. I
often asked myself why I was
doing what I was doing, but the
goal of conquering Everest was
overpowering.”

After reaching the summits
of several peaks of more than
6,000 meters high, he reckoned
the time had come to take on
8,8848-meter-high Everest.

His family worried about
the expedition. Before he em-
barked, Zhang and his wife
went on a vacation to the sea,
where Xia told him, “No matter
if you reach the summit or not,
you have to come home in one
piece.”

After arriving in Nepal,
Zhang and his team hiked for
nine days to reach Everest Base
Camp at altitude 5,364 meters.
On the way, he met with climb-
ers from all over the world,
who encouraged his efforts.

“When they found out I was
blind, they would help me
along or sometimes protect me
from behind,” he said. “Their
voices of support and encour-
agement, along with the far-off
bells of yak caravans, gave me
joy and comfort.”

Zhang spent a month at the
Base Camp preparing for the
final ascent with his Sherpa
guides.

“Base Camp was full of a
cacophony of sounds,” Zhang
recalled. “The sounds of pres-
sure cookers, and the sounds
of sutra chanting, the sounds
of water flowing. But the most
terrible sound was from heli-
copters, which meant someone
was sick or injured.”

The mountaineers in Base
Camp were waiting for the fa-
vorable weather forecasts that
typically occur from mid to
late May. On May 19, 2021, the
forecasts said go.

Zhang’s “eyes on the moun-
tain” were a professional guide
nicknamed Qiangzi and Sher-
pas. They helped him navigate
the traps of ice cracks.

Four days later, they reached
Camp IV at 7,906 meters high,
the last camp before the
summit.

On May 23, the team set off

Zhang Hong trains at home.

PEOPLE 5

“Invisible Summit,” a documentary on Zhang Hong, will be
released this year.

at 7pm for the final push to the
top. Ten hours later, however,
Qiangzi had to quit the expe-
dition because of a leak in his
oxygen tank.

Zhang’s heart was in his
throat. He kept asking how far
it was to the summit, and the
Sherpas kept telling him, “just
one-and-a-half hours away.”

Ataround 11amonthe second
day, he finally heard a Sherpa
tell him, “You summit.”

The aftermath was a new
challenge. Because of the
COVID pandemic, Zhang found
himself stranded in Nepal and

then Thailand for almost a
year before he was finally able
to return to China.

Looking back, Zhang said
mountain climbing changed
him from an “unfortunate
man with little confidence” to
one with strength, pride and a
zest for life.

“When you stand on Everest,
yourealize that nature is blind
to those who would conquer
her,” he said.

A documentary on his
remarkable achievement, en-
titled “Invisible Summit,” will
be released later this year.
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A woman's epic odyssey portraying fantasy

Wang Xincan and Xu Wei

verything Everywhere
All at Once” was the
biggest victor at
this year’s Academy
Awards ceremony, winning
an impressive seven awards.
Among the highlights of the
evening was Chinese-Malay-
sian actress Michelle Yeoh’s
momentous Best Actress win,
marking the first time an Asian
woman has achieved this his-
toric milestone.

However, the rise of Asian
actresses did not happen over-
night. Today’s success is built
upon the persistent efforts by
generations of trailblazers,
such as Anna May Wong, Lisa
Lu, Joan Chen and Lucy Alexis
Liu.

Lisa Lu, or Lu Yan in Chinese,

has led a legendary life. She,
affectionately known as the
“Light of China,” made his-
tory as the first actress from
the Chinese mainland to break
into Hollywood, and became
the first Chinese member of
the actors branch at the Acad-
emy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences. Her numerous classic
screen roles have touched the
hearts of countless cinemago-
ers and inspired generations of
aspiring actors, while shining
the spotlight on the rich Chi-
nese culture and heritage.

Lu offered her heartfelt
congratulations to her friend
Yeoh, acknowledging the
significance of Yeoh’s Oscar
win as the result of years of
hard work and dedication. Lu
expressed her belief that the
win would inspire more Asian

Lisa Lu is widely known for her efforts in cinema, theater and
cultural exchanges.

women to rise to the challenge
and make their marks in the
world of cinema.

Despite the age of 96, Lu,
whose impressive career spans
decades, continues to be ac-
tive in her field with great
passion. She recently attended
the premiere of her latest film
“In Pursuit of Light” in Los
Angeles.

Throughout our conversa-
tion, the legendary actress
remained graceful, modest and
friendly. When talking about
her childhood in Shanghai,
her eyes sparkled with deep
emotion.

“T always have a strong at-
tachment to this city,” Lu said.
“I still remember the Bund,
Yuyuan Garden, the Grand
Cinema, and its delicious
food. I miss my old friends
in Shanghai and hope to visit
them soon.”

Lu closely follows Shang-
hai’s development and takes
great pride in the city’s rapid
growth in technology and
filmmaking.

“As an actress, I hope to con-
tribute my own power to the
cinema there,” she said.

Lu’s life has also followed an
epic journey, which all beganin
Shanghali, a city that embraces
diversity and creativity. No
wonder that wherever she goes,
Lu always proclaims proudly:
“Ala (I am) Shanghainese.”

Deep love of Chinese opera

Born in Beijing and growing
up in Shanghai, Lu was the
daughter of famous business-
man Lu Jialai and well-known
Peking Opera artist Li Guifen,
who was dubbed the Queen of
Opera.

Influenced by the artistic at-
mosphere of her family since
childhood, Lu formed a deep
understanding and knowledge
of Chinese culture. During
the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance against Japanese
Aggression (1931-1945), Lu and
her mother stayed with family
friends Mei Lanfang and his

wife Fu Zhifang.

Mei, a Peking Opera master,
refused to perform for the Jap-
anese invaders and spent most
of his time at home. During
this period, he took the initia-
tive to teach Lu the vocal and
performing skills of Kunqu
and Peking operas.

In addition, Lu’s mother was
also a strict teacher, helping
her perfect her performance
techniques and build a solid
foundation for her art. Lu’s
passion for performing arts
led her to participate in drama
performances at Huizhong
High School and Shanghai
Jiao Tong University, as well
as working at the Grand Cin-
ema as a Miss Earphone, a
simultaneous translator for
English-language movies.

In 1947, Lu and her mother
moved to the United States,
and she began a new chapter
in her life. Despite leaving her
hometown, the deep imprint of
her Chinese cultural roots and
her love for Shanghai remained
throughout her brilliant career
in film and theater.

From Shanghai to
Hollywood

When Lu first arrived in the
US, she switched roles as a li-
brarian, newspaper reporter
and broadcaster to support
her family, and it wasn’t until
1957 that her US acting career
took off.

She landed her first star-
ring role in Hollywood in “The
Mountain Road,” a 1960 war
film directed by Daniel Mann.

As a native Chinese, she
also tried her best to change
Westerners’ early stereotypes
about Chinese people through
her dedication and talents.

American writer Henry
Miller described Lu as a com-
bination of “beauty, glamor,
opulence and majesty.” Former
US President Ronald Reagan
called her the “China pearl” of
Hollywood.

Her impressive screen per-
formances stunned Hollywood

Inl'li.'_i A (T - i e AN s s s
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A poster for “The Mountain
Road.” In the 1960 war film, Lisa
Lu landed her first starring role
in Hollywood.

with many facets of the charms
of Chinese people, adding new
opportunities for the Chinese
actors who followed in her
footsteps.

Lu’s career took a new turn
in the late 1960s when she
starred in “The Arch,” “14
Amazons” and “The Empress
Dowager,” earning two Golden
Horse Awards for Best Actress
and one for Best Supporting Ac-
tress. These firmly established
her in the film industry. Since
then, she has continued her
prolific cross-cultural acting
career, appearing in American
and Chinese films, TV series
and stage plays.

A career uniting East
and West

“I was impressed by Mei’s
patriotism and his principles
of personhood,” Lu recalled,
speaking of the Peking Opera
master she studied with when
young. “He often said that if
a person comes to your home
and you perceive that he is in
need, don’t wait for him to ask
for help, go and help him.”

Because of this, Lu is always
humble and courteous, and she
treats people with sincerity.
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continue working. | remain passionate about the future,
and | am eager to keep acting as long as | am able.

She was the first to discover
Ang Lee’s directorial talent.
She introduced actresses Gong
Li, Joan Chen and Vivian Wu
to Hollywood, assisted China
Central Television to cover the
Oscars for the first time and
helped the Shanghai Interna-
tional Film Festival to invite
prestigious international jury
members.

For decades, she personally
interviewed ahost of Hollywood
stars and introduced Western
films to Chinese audiences.
Some say that without Lu, the
prosperity of the Chinese film
industry might have been de-
layed by years.

In the late 1970s, Lu gradually
focused on cultural exchanges
between China and the US. She
indigenized the Western plays
of “The Gin Game” and “Plaza
Suite,” which were then per-
formed by the Beijing People’s
Art Theater. She made three
trips to China’s Tibet Autono-
mous Region to produce the
TV series “The Lost Kingdom
of Guge,” which shows the
world the really beautiful area
of China.

Lu and her fellow Peking
Opera enthusiasts also estab-
lished the Luo Anqi Chinese
Opera Club and gave per-
formances and lectures on
Chinese culture at US univer-
sities. She translated popular
Chinese plays into a book, “The
Romance of the Jade Bracelet
and Other Chinese Operas,”
which was very well received.
She recently put a reprint of
the book on her agenda with
some new elements, hoping to
attract more young Americans
to appreciate traditional Chi-
nese culture.

‘Passionate about the
future’

Lu’s performances have
spanned more than half a

cinema and TV programs, which brings me great joy to

century and covered both the
Eastern and Western hemi-
spheres. She has participated
in more than 300 films, TV
shows, stage plays and dramas,
earning numerous awards and
honors. Despite her past suc-
cesses, she continues to look
eagerly for good scripts and
roles.

Lu now lives with her daugh-
ter Loretta in Los Angeles, and
spends her time cultivating
herself and translating scripts.
She said her current goal is to
finish translating Tracy Letts’
play “August: Osage County”
and stage it in theaters in
China.

“Occasionally, I receive in-
vitations to perform in plays,
cinema and TV programs,
which brings me great joy to
continue working,” Lu added.
“Iremain passionate about the
future, and I am eager to keep
acting as long as I am able.”

She was excited and proud to
talk about the development of
Chinese cinema.

“The continuous rapid
growth of China’s film market
cannot be achieved without
the support of the government
and the long-term efforts of
Chinese film companies and
filmmakers,” Lu said.

“I am very optimistic about
the future of Chinese cinema
and look forward to young Chi-
nese filmmakers taking their
achievements to the world. I
hope that young people will
work hard and win for China,”
she added.

“The Shanghai International
Film Festival is also coming,
and I'look forward to more sur-
prises that this year’s festival
will give us.”

Wang Xincan is a PhD student
at the Shanghai Film Academy
of Shanghai University and a
research scholar at Dartmouth
College in the US.

PEOPLE

Occasionally, | receive invitations to perform in plays,

THE 96-year-old Chinese-Amer-
ican actress Lisa Lu, or Lu Yan,

is widely known as the “Light of
China” for her remarkable perfor-
mances in cinema, theater and
cultural exchanges. The versatile
actress has portrayed a number of
impressive roles on the big screen,
garnered many film awards and
introduced many other talented
Chinese film professionals to the
world.

In a recent exclusive interview
with Shanghai Daily, the elegant
and amiable artist talked about her
deep love of Shanghai, the cultural
roots she treasured in the brilliant
traditional culture of China, and her
keen faith in the younger genera-
tions of Chinese filmmakers and
actors.

Lu also wrote a sincere message
in both English and Chinese to
our readers, such as “Arts illumi-
nate life. Loving cinema. Loving
Shanghai.”

“EHtZ e, WRAER” — this cal-
ligraphy which translates as “the
swallow of art soars freely in the
sky” hangs in Lu’s living room in
Los Angeles, and perfectly cap-
tures her busy and fruitful life.
Despite her advanced age as she
approaches 100, one cannot de-
tect any hint of weariness in her,
only youthful energies and hopeful
anticipation for more great works in
her future.
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Lu was described
as a combination
of “beauty, glamor,
opulence and

Lu’s sincere message for Shanghai
Daily readers

majesty.” — Ti Gong
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THE RETREAT SESSION OF THE 42ND ASEAN SUMMIT IN LABUAN BAJO
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President Joko Widodo (center) poses for a photo with anumber of ASEAN heads of state (from left) President of the Philippines Ferdinand Romualdez
Marcos Jr., Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Hsien Loong, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand Don Pramudwinai, Prime
Minister of Vietnam Pham Minh Chinh, Prime Minister of Laos Sonexay Siphandone, Sultan of Brunei Darussalam Hassanal Bolkiah, Prime Minister of
Cambodia Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Malaysia Anwar Ibrahim, and Prime Minister of Timor Leste Taur Matan Ruak at the retreat session of the 42nd
ASEAN Summit in Labuan Bajo, NTT, Thursday (11/5).

Jokowi Chairing Two Meetings on
Second Day of ASEAN Summit

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) will chair two of
three meetings at the 42nd ASEAN Summit at Mer-
uorah Hotel in Labuan Bajo, East Nusa Tenggara
(NTT), Thursday (11/5).

“TODAY is the second and final day
of the 42nd ASEAN Summit. There will be
three meetings,” Foreign Affairs Ministry’s
spokesperson, Faizasyah, said in a press re-
lease from the Communication and Media
Team for the ASEAN Summit.

The two meetings to be chaired by
Jokowi are the Retreat Session and Indo-
nesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle
(IMT-GT) Summit. Meanwhile, the third
meeting -- Brunei-Indonesia-Malay-

sia-Philippines Hast ASEAN Growth
AREA (BIMP-EAGA) -- will be chaired
by Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim, as Malaysia currently holds the
chairmanship of BIMP-EAGA.

On the first day of the summit, the
Indonesian head of government chaired
five meetings, including the opening and
panel sessions, ASEAN Leaders’ Inter-
face Meetings with Representatives of the
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA),

Representatives of ASEAN Youth, and
Representatives of the ASEAN Business
Advisory Council (ASEAN-BAC).

In addition, the president chaired the
ASEAN leaders’ interface meeting with
the High-Level Task Force on ASEAN
Community Post-2025 Vision (HLTF-
ACV). The first day produced ASEAN
leaders’ joint statements and declarations
on several matters, such as the creation
of One Health Initiative, migrant work-
ers’ protection, and advancing regional
payment connectivity as well as local
currencies’ transactions.

Furthermore, the joint statements en-
capsulate the determination in eradicating
human trafficking practices due to the
abuse of technology. The 42nd ASEAN
Summit involves the leaders of the bloc’s

member countries, Prime Minister of
Timor-Leste, and ASEAN Secretary
General Kao Kim Hourn.

Of the 10 ASEAN countries, only
the heads of states of Thailand and
Myanmar did not attend the summit.

Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha is absent due to the country’s
preparation to hold the upcoming gen-
eral elections on May 14. With regard to
Myanmar, the ASEAN did not politically
invite the country due to the bloc’s firm
decision to not involve the country’s
junta in its high-level meetings.

The series of events of the ASEAN
Summit will be concluded with a press
conference by President Jokowi at the
Media Center at the Bintang Flores Ho-
tel, Labuan Bajo, Thursday.(*)
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