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YANG TERBESAR DAN TERLENGKAP

Education Exhibition organized by China Ministry of Education
Chinese Service Center for Scholarly Exchange

Hotel Pullman [ SELASA

Central Park, Jakarta | 17 Oktober
JI. Letjen S. Parman, 2023
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Friday, October 13, 2023

Shanghai

Ke Jiayun

THE Shanghai Museum, a cultural land-
mark at downtown People’s Square,
temporarily closed for renovations
recently, with part of its showrooms
expected to reopen at the year’s end.

It’s the first time the museum has
closed since it opened in 1996.

Last year, the museum launched
a “Great Museum Project” and an-
nounced the renovation as well as the
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construction of its East Branch and
North Branch, which will, respectively,
focus on the general history of ancient
Chinese art and the No. 2 ancient ship
at the Yangtze River Estuary.

The art-related exhibits stored at
the museum will be moved to the East
Branch located in Huamu, Pudong New
Area.

After it reopens, the museum at Peo-
ple’s Square will mainly host themed
and special exhibitions.

Check out our website

SHANGHAI NOW

Last Sunday, the last day before the
temporary closure, people from all
across the country flocked to the mu-
seum to visit and say a short goodbye
to it.

A man, surnamed Wang, told
Shanghai Television that he worked
as a volunteer at Mount Caoxie Ar-
cheological Site Park, in Suzhou,
Jiangsu Province, and home to Jiang-
nan’s Majiabang, Songze, and Liangzhu
cultures.

WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com
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Above: Visitors view a work from the
“Botticelli to Van Gogh: Masterpieces
from the National Gallery, London”
exhibition.

Left: Visitors stroll the square outside
the Shanghai Museum. —IC

Museum shuts for revamp

“My volunteer friends and I took the
high-speed train from Suzhou togeth-
er, and I'm gratified that I can be here
before it closes.”

People took pictures and lined up to
get stamps from its special exhibitions
to keep as souvenirs.

Over the past 27 years, the muse-
um has attracted local residents and
tourists from all over the world to
its many impressive and memorable
exhibitions.

FOLLOW US
Search for “Shanghai Daily” @

f



2 SPORTS

"'#-’

'_ ~
v

Friday, October 13, 2023 Shanghai Now

Chinese climber Pan Yufei claimed a bronze medal at the Men’s Boulder and Lead at the Hangzhou Asian Games. — IC

Liu Qingyi won the first breakdancing gold medal for China
at the Asian Games. —IC

New sports breakthroug
at Hangzhou games

Lu Feiran

tis no surprise that China
topped the medal tally of
the Asian Games, but some
medals might be more
valuable than a gold, because
it means more breakthrough.
The medals won by the Chi-
nese climbing team were fine
examples. When climbing first
appeared at the Tokyo Summer
Olympics two years ago, China
had only two athletes attending
the events, and neither of them
reached the final.

Two years later in Hangzhou,
however, the Chinese team
won two gold, two silver and a
bronze medal.

In the speed relay events,
both the women’s and men’s
teams of China claimed gold
- both defeating their Indone-
sian rivals. The gold medal in
the men’s event was obtained
somewhat out of luck, because
one of the Indonesian climbers
made a false start; while the
women’s team went through a
tougher trial as they came from

behind and fought to the last
second.

“In fact, the Indonesia team
was stronger than us in gen-
eral,” said Zhang Shaoqin, who
attended the women’s speed
relay. “Butif we didn’t try, then
we would really lose the gold.”

Meanwhile, Pan Yufei won a
bronze medal in the Men’s Boul-
der and Lead. The 23-year-old
was one of the two Chinese ath-
letes who attended the Tokyo
Olympics and he surpassed
himself this games.
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A view of the closing ceremony of the 19th Asian Games in
Hangzhou on October 8. — Hu Jun

“I still had some mistakes
during the competition and I
found that I could be more con-
fident about myself,” Pan said.
“In fact, after the Olympics, I
had a period of downtime
last year, but now I'm getting
better. I know that I still have
much space for improvement
but Ibelieve that hardworking
will pay off eventually.”

Breakdancing was another
pleasant surprise for the Chi-
nese delegation. Liu Qingyi, 17,
claimed women’s breakdanc-
ing gold medal at the games.
Before that, she had won a
silver in the 2022 WDSF World
Breaking Championships
earlier.

Both climbing and break-
dancing are newly rising
sports in China - as well as
new events in the Olympic
Games. However, both items
are building up a larger base
in the country.

China now has much more
climbing and breakdancing
athletes than before the Tokyo
Olympic Games - there are
nearly 2,000 registered climb-
ers and more than 12,000
breakdancers. Athletes attend
more international events than
ever and various competitions
are held domestically as well.

Meanwhile, more amateurs
are joining such new sports
as well. Take climbing for ex-
ample, every year more than 1
million people join the sports

- and more than 1,100 venues
are available for them around
the country.

“I believe climbing is the
most direct reflection of your
muscle power,” said James
Wang, a climbing fan in Shang-
hai for more than five years.
“You have to have strong core
strength, arm and leg strength
- and a quick mind, too, be-
cause you have to select aroute
quickly and accurately.”

Breakdancing has also
cultivated a large group of
participants and supporters.

“It’s hard to popularize
breakdancing from a compe-
tition perspective because it
just looks like hip-hop,” said
Liu Qingyi after her medal.
“But if we managed to convey
the charm of breakdancing to
the spectators then it’s good
enough.”

Shang Xiaoyu, leader of the
Chinese national breakdanc-
ing team, said that for the past
five years, he felt that they
had a “bigger stage and big-
ger goals.” Although she did
not claim any medals in Hang-
zhou, the 23-year-old dancer
from Shanghai has gained a
ticket to Paris Olympic Quali-
fying Match.

“WhenIwas 18,1was thinking
it’d be a miracle if I could stand
on the stage of the Olympic
Games,” he said. “And now the
miracle may become real and
I'll be fully prepared for it.”

SPORTS 3

Accessories of athletes
sell like hot cakes

Lu Feiran

WHILE athletes tried their
bestin the arenas of the 19th
Asian Games, which ended
in Hangzhou on October 8,
spectators’ attention might
drift away to something else:
the clothes they are wearing
on the podium, a pin on a
ponytail or a plush toy on a
backpack.

“Asian Games stars-style”
products have gone viral
on the Internet, creating
huge commercial oppor-
tunities outside the games
themselves.

One of the most popular
products is the podium uni-
formswornby the China team.
Designed by Hong Kong art
director and designer Timmy
Yip and the China Academy
of Art, the white-and-red
uniform features traditional
Chinese-style knot buttons
and subtle cloud patterns on
the collars.

The uniform, which costs
1,999 yuan (US$278) a set,
is available only at the Anta
Guanjun Store in Hangzhou,
which stocks 10 sets per day.
The store said that nearly 30
sets had been sold, some to
foreign customers.

“The uniform looks mag-
nificent,” said a Xiaohongshu

The uniforms Chinese athletes wear on the podium have become

commercially popular. — Xinhua

user who goes by the screen
name Xiaonan. “It feels
that if you are not sporty
enough, you don’t deserve
the uniform.”

Meanwhile, accessories on
athletes are more accessible,
in terms of both prices and
availability.

The hair ornaments swim-
mer Zhang Yufei wore on the
podium are another example.
The winner of six Hangzhou
Asian Games gold medals is
undoubtedly one of bright-
est stars at this year’s Asiad,
and hair decorations she
wore have been selling like
hot cakes.

“The cutest animal hugs the fiercest shooter,” read one
comment by a netizen on the plush toy that accompanied triple
gold winner Huang Yuting to the Asian Games. —IC

Adorned by two mascots
of the Games, Chenchen and
Congcong, the hair pins are
available at most souvenir
stores, but after Zhang be-
came their “model,” they sold
out quickly.

Besides, a panda plush toy
belonging to triple gold med-
alist shooter Huang Yuting
also drewmuch attention. The
17-year-old attached the bear
to her air rifle stand, and its
presence impressed viewers
almost as much as her shots
during the competition.

Netizens have been asking
where she got the plush toy
and where they could buy it,
and Huang explained that it
was a gift she received ear-
lier and she hoped it would
bring her good luck so she
always took it with her to
competitions.

“The change of the broad-
casts gives spectators more
chances to see such products
athletes take with them, and
could create business op-
portunities,” said Li Hong,
founder of Kayford Branding,
a sports licensing business.

“The Internet, social
media and short videos
allow such products to be
promoted organically and
quickly, and this is probably
the direction where sports
businesses will head.”
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN:

An unconventional receptacle of memories

Lu Feiran

englai Road, a lane in Shanghai

uangpu District where residents

have been relocated for urban

renewal, is sporting “natural art

gallery” of photographs displayed across
the facades of old houses.

Some of the 129 pictures were created
by seven Shanghai local photogra-
phers; the rest came from participants
of a photography contest organized by
the subdistrict of Laoximen.

“Photos are receptacles of memories,”
said professor Gu Zheng, the Fudan
University academic who organized
the exhibition. “These photographic
works not only revive our memories
but also broaden our perception of the
city.”

In laochengxiang, or literally “old
town,” the Laoximen area is close to
the City God Temple and Yuyuan Gar-
den. Laoximen is home to Wenmiao,
the oldest Confucian Temple in Shang-
hai, and Shanghai Jing Ye High School,
the city’s oldest school, with a history
dating back to 1748.

In recent years, residents who lived
in the century-old lanes in Laoximen
have been gradually relocated to make
room for urban redevelopment. The
The exhibition displays portraits of some Laoximen residents who have been relocated. — Jiang Xiaowei Confucian Temple was closed for res-
toration in 2021, along with its popular
weekend secondhand book market.

“No Shanghai native would not
know about Laoximen,” said Zhang
Li, an exhibition visitor from a nearby
neighborhood.

“Wenmiao and its surrounding area
were the childhood ‘holy land’ for us
who were born in the 1980s. I often
bought CDs, stationery and cartoon
stickers in small shops, and there
were so many snack shops that you
can feast for an entire afternoon.”

The pictures on display, however, re-
minded Zhang more of her old friends
than anything else.

“I once had many friends living in
the area, but now they have either
moved or been relocated,” she said.
“The city is so big, and lives are so
much busier. It’s not easy to get to-
gether anymore.”

If the exhibition evokes memories
of something or someone, then it hits
Photos are spaced along lanes so that visitors can pose with them. — Jiang Xiaowei the right chord.
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| was thinking: "What was the thing that ties
these articles and people?’ And | realized it

was the relocation itself. Some people fully

embraced a new life and left all their old
things behind; others decided to take at least
part of their lives with them. The relocation

evoked all these emotions.

Xu Haifeng
Photographer

Photographer Xu Haifeng adds
government slogans — “Better City,
Better Life; Earlier Expropriation, Earlier
Life Improvement” — to the picture of a
discarded aluminum pot.

Xu Haifeng is one of the photog-
raphers of the exhibition. His works
mainly focus on old items he collected
from homes about to be demolished.
They include an old Hitachi TV set, a
pair of women’s sandals and an old
videotape.

“Residents are gone, but their breath
of life remains in the houses as if they
never left,” he told Shanghai Daily. “I
took the articles back to my studio
to photograph, with a projector shin-
ing light on them. The lighting has
two different meanings. One is that
this is the twilight of these articles
because their usefulness is over; the
other is that maybe they can glow with
a brand-new life.”

Xu, however, said he still felt there
was something lacking in the photos
and he wanted to give them some
complexity.

“I'was thinking: ‘What was the thing
that ties these articles and people?’
And I realized it was the relocation

itself,” he said. “Some people fully
embraced a new life and left all their
old things behind; others decided to
take at least part of their lives with
them. The relocation evoked all these
emotions.”

Xu added to his pictures some of the
government slogans encouraging resi-
dents to move from their old homes.
For a picture of an aluminum pot, he
added: “Better City, Better Life; Earlier
Expropriation, Earlier Life Improve-
ment.” To a glass painting, he added:
“Harmonious e