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Forsign Exchange llate against IDH
LCS CNY/IDR Reference Rate : 2173

Curvency | TT Buy 7 Sell Cash Buy | Cash Sell
alpipr | 10,193.48 | 10,269.48 0.00 0,00
cHYIDR | 2,158,92| 217192 215392 217692
EUR IDR | 16,985.44 | 17,104.44 0.00 0,00
Ger (DR | 19,688.40 | 19.838.40 0.00 0.0:0
Heoor | 1,989.06| 2,000.06| 1,98506| 2 004.06
IPY 108, 104.83 105.73 0.oo 0,00
a0 1ok | 11,589.92 | 11,666.92 0.00 0.00
uﬁ: ioR | 15,550.00 | 15,650.00 | 15,545.00 | 15,655.00
Sumber: t g 1818 H
! Bank Indonesia & 20:00 WIB
R =M ZH BEEHN
BT AUD 10.305,76 10.197,00 10.409,24
T BND 11.693,47 11.572,82 11.680,45
ARM CNY 2184,00 2.162,09 2.165,37
RXTT EUR 17.090,87 16.914,60 17.030,17
g GBP 19.890,10 19.690,65 19.808,37
BT HKD 2.009,07 1.988,98  1.988,79
Hit JPY 106.35 105.27 107.26
T KRW 11,69 11,57 11,81
ORATHEES MYR 3.332,03 3.296,08 3.346,22
=TT NzD 9.623,64 9.521,66  9.696,97
FEERZR PHP 281,27 278,22 277,68
T SGD 11.693,47 11.572,82 11.682,88
="k THB 442 86 438,09 443,96
ETT usD 15.717,19 15.560,81 15.545,00

_E;I lﬁlﬂi SumberfiReuters

i (+/-) %
IDX AR 7,252.97 5233 0.73%
N225  HZiEH 35466.17  -1158  -0.03%
HSI BElEE 1539179 11489  0.75%
SSEC Lif%is 2,845.78 1217 0.43%
SZSE RYIBEH 3,139.78 8725  1.00%
FTSTI  iBlER#H 3,142.22 244 -0.08%
KLCI  OkmiIm™ 1,479.18 -1203  -0.81%
TWI  &EKW 17,227.79 66.00  0.38%
DJIA  EXHf 3726667  -9445  -0.25%
Nasdaq #ETIAT 14,855.62 -88.72  -0.59%
&1, Antam AFLMA&SHE  (2024%F1718R)
tREE (BH:7) EME) ZH(E)
1.0 1,033,000 1,115,000
10.0 10,330,000 10,630,000
100.0 103,300,000 105,500,000
1,000 989,000,000  1,055,600,000
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China expedites entry of foreign
nationals with five new measures

CHINA has put into effect a set
of measures to facilitate the
entry of foreign nationals into
China for business, education
and tourism, the National Im-
migration Administration said
last week.

The new measures, effective
from last Thursday, include a
relaxation of port visa applica-
tion requirements and access
to visa extension, replacement,
and issuance services at local
immigration departments for
foreign nationals coming to
or staying in China for non-
diplomatic and non-official
purposes such as commercial
cooperation, exchanges, in-
vestment, entrepreneurship,
visiting relatives and personal
matters.

Foreigners can transit
through nine designated in-
ternational airports in China
without going through immi-
gration procedures for up to
24 hours, said the NIA, adding
travelers with international
connecting flights within 24
hours can transit through any
of these airports to a third
country or region without
going through immigration
procedures and enjoy visa-free
transit.

Foreigners who are in China
for a short period of time to
engage in non-diplomatic and
official activities can apply for
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Inbound passengers queue up in the border inspection hall of Qingdao Airport. — CFP

a visa extension or replace-
ment from the local exit and
entry bureaus if they have
legitimate and reasonable
reasons to continue staying
in China, according to the
administration.

Foreigners who need to enter
and exit the country multiple
times for legitimate reasons
can apply for a multiple-entry
visa and the documents need-
ed for application will also be

reduced, it said.

For visa applications, for-
eigners can now be exempted
from presenting certain paper
documents if their accom-
modation registration and
business license information
can be verified through shared
information systems. Addition-
ally, foreigners applying for
short-term family visit visas
can replace family relation-
ship proof with a declaration
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WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

of family relationship by the
inviting person.

The administration noted
that the above measures were
aresponse to growing demand
for enhanced immigration
management services from
both domestic and foreign en-
terprises and individuals as
China’s economy continues to
recover.

The NIA “is actively co-
ordinating with relevant

departments to focus on busi-
ness, study, and travel needs
of foreigners in China. All
relevant authorities aim to
continue immigration service
reforms, create new policy
innovations, and accelerate
opening-up, contributing to
a first-class business envi-
ronment and supporting the
development of new economic
opportunities.”

(Agencies)
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Yang Jian

SHANGHAT'S annual Yuyuan
Garden lantern fair for the ap-
proaching Year of the Dragon
will light up on the evening
of January 21 and last for
40 days, the organizer an-
nounced last Sunday.

Various lantern displays are
being constructed within the
dining and shopping facili-
ties — Yuyuan Garden Malls
— near the old city garden.
Residents and tourists can
now get a glimpse of their
general appearance.

At the iconic Zigzag Bridge,
crowds of visitors were taking
photos of the lantern displays
over the weekend.

This year’s lantern fair will
continue the theme of the Year

Left: Shanghai’s iconic Yuyuan
Garden is getting ready for the
city’s annual lantern fair, which
will begin on January 21. —IC

of the Rabbit lantern festival
with dragons and other myth-
ical creatures from “Classic of
Mountains and Seas.”

After the official lighting
ceremony, people will be
able to admire the magical
coexistence of the mythical
dragon and the marine flora
and fauna.

This year’s lantern fair is
being held simultaneously in
Paris and Shanghai, marking
the start of the Sino-France
2024 Chinese New Year
celebrations.

Admission tickets are re-
quired for the local event
between February 10 — Spring
Festival — and February 25.
Tickets cost 80 yuan (US$11.2)
for adults and 50 yuan for
children.

During its 52-day run early
last year, the Year of the Rab-
bit lantern fair drew over 4
million visitors.
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Unhappy grandpas bid sad farewell
to a favorite form of getting around

Yang Jian

he streets of Beijing are slowly
losing a familiar sight — mini
four-wheel electric vehicles
called laotoule — and the el-
derly who have embraced them are
losing a favorite form of transport.

“It’s like losing a part of our lives,” a
71-year-old Beijing resident surnamed
Li told Shangyou News, reflecting
the sentiment of many seniors in the
wake of the city’s ban on the popular
vehicles.

Laotoule, or “happy grandpas,” be-
came such a hit among the elderly in the
past decade because the vehicles were a
cheap, convenient way to navigate the
sprawling city for a generation often
beset by limited physical mobility.

“They gave us a sense of freedom,”
said Li.

On the Chinese online retail platform
Tmall, “happy grandpas” range in pric-
es from 2,000 yuan (US$279) to 20,000
yuan for high-end versions resembling
Land Rovers or Porches.

But the “happy grandpas,” which were
operating with minimal traffic regula-
tion, didn’t always have a happy safety
record.

“They were never meant for busy city
traffic,” said legal expert Yuan Sanhui,
who noted the vehicles’ common lack of
seatbelts and proper lighting.

The death of a young teacher struck
by one of the vehicles in the central
province of Henan in November was the
final straw in official tolerance.

The incident, among others, prompt-
ed Beijing authorities to announce a
blanket ban on laotoule, citing safety
concerns. Other domestic cities have
followed suit.

Arecent poll showed a divided public,
with 56.5 percent of respondents sup-
porting the ban.

“The streets will feel safer without
these laotoule vehicles,” Zhang Lin, a
mother of two, commented on the so-
cial media platform Weibo.

Many seniors like Li are devastated
by the ban on what they considered a
lifeline to the world around them.

“I used it for everything — grocery
shopping, visiting friends,” Li said.

A customer takes photos of laotoule vehicles at an exhibition in Shandong Province. — IC

An elderly man drives around on a four-
wheeled laotoule. — IC

In fact, he used his laotoule for five
years to ferry his young grandson the
15 kilometers to school every day. He
bought the vehicle in 2018 for over
20,000 yuan. It reached top speeds of
40-50 kilometers per hour.

“They say it’s illegal, but I don’t see
how,” Li argued. “I've been driving it
for years without incident. It’s slow-
moving. How dangerous can that be?
It’s certainly safer than a motorcycle.”

The market for “happy grandpas”
has grown by over half annually since
2013, reaching a production volume
of 1 million units per year, according
to the Shandong Province Automobile

Industry Association.

In 2022, Beijing’s Traffic Management
Bureau reported 131 accidents involving
laotoule, resulting in 138 deaths. Last
year, 71 percent of the victims were the
drivers themselves, who were mainly
60 years or older. Some 85 percent of
them lacked a driver’s license or any
formal road training.

Liu Jian, deputy squad leader of the
Vehicle Management Department of
Beijing’s Public Security Bureau, said
most laotoule lack a differential, mak-
ing them prone to tipping over during
turns.

Additionally, their plastic plexiglass
windshields lacks the strength and
toughness of standard automotive tem-
pered glass.

Ahead of the ban, many elderly driv-
ers in Beijing began to part with their
beloved laotoule, either selling them at
reduced prices or transporting them
back to their hometowns.

The government offered subsidies up
to 1,500 yuan for early disposal of the
vehicles.

“We had no choice but to adapt,” said
Li, whose grandson is now taken to
school in his parents’ car.

The ban on Ilaotoule raises questions

about how to find alternative trans-
port for the elderly. Proposals include
subsidized taxi services and expanded
public transportation routes.

“It’s about balancing safety with mo-
bility needs,” Professor Song Xiangqing
from Beijing Normal University told
Shangyou News.

Beijing is replacing electric tricycles
used in postal delivery, landscaping and
sanitation work with legally compliant
models, registered with license plates.
Some former laotoule users, including
Li, said they hope some similar form of
legally registered, affordable and slow
three-wheel vehicles could be a viable
alternative.

Legal three-wheelers, classified as
regular tricycles, are restricted from
operating inside the Sixth Ring Road in
the capital. Elderly living outside this
area, who are 70 years or younger, can
obtain a D-class driving licenses for
these vehicles.

“Future electric vehicles should meet
lower mileage needs,” said Cui Dong-
shu, secretary-general of the China
Passenger Car Association. “A special-
ized license for micro electric vehicles
could enhance the safety awareness of
elderly drivers.”
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Revive and reuse: Repair Shop encourages
creative sustainability in Shanghai

Courtesy of Simon Collins

Repair doesn't simply mean
putting a big patch on your knee

but making something better out

of the old

Simon Collins
Fashion educator and chief creative at DIIS

Yang Di

magine living in a world

where you could repair

and repurpose items,

from a pair of jeans to a
vintage electrical piece. Join
this circular economy through
The Repair Shop, a three-day
event hosted at the Design In-
novation Institute Shanghai
from January 19 to 21.

“The beauty of reformation
can be applied to all differ-
ent things that are part of our
daily lives, be it our phones,
computers, transportation or
clothing,” said Simon Collins,
an influential fashion educa-
tor and the chief creative at
DIIS who started the event.
“Everything that we interact
with on a daily basis has the
potential to be upcycled or
regenerated.”

Following a career that led
him from being creative di-
rector for some of the world’s
leading brands to the former
dean of the School of Fashion
at Parsons in New York, Col-
lins is now based in Shanghai,
leading the creative team at
DIIS. Located in the North
Bund central business area
of Hongkou District, the DIIS
was founded in 2020 in co-
operation with the Shanghai
Commission of Economy and
Informatization, Shanghai
Education Commission, Hong-
kou District Government and
Hillhouse Investment.

Since the beginning of 2023,
the heritage building of the
Henry Lester Institute of
Technical Education has been
home to the DIIS, a non-profit
advanced research institution
dedicated to creating world-
leading design innovation
with real-world impact.

In addition to his role at the
DIIS, Collins also runs his own
consultancy company, The
House of Collins. Additionally,

JALAB is an innovative organization focusing on research and
design for jewelry.

he is a distinguished visiting
professor at both Tsinghua
and Donghua universities.

The concept of circularity is
far from novel, Collins said.

“I live in a lane house here
which reminds me of where
I grew up in England in an
equivalent house. My mother
and my family, along with
those grandmothers who live
in the lanes of Shanghali, don’t
throw things away — they fix
things, and they are used to
that. I want to remind people
about that culture.”

The motivation for organiz-
ing The Repair Shop was “to
celebrate the positive outcomes
that arise from repairing.”

“Repair doesn’t simply mean
putting a big patch on your
knee but making something
better out of the old,” he
said.

One participating brand
at The Repair Shop is Times
Remake. They take vintage
Levi’s jeans or American
workwear and embellish them
with print, embroidery, paint,
or patchwork to make them
look much cooler and more
desirable.

“They are not repairing or
upcycling; they are reviving

and recreating in a way that
enhances desirability,” Collins
explained.

HOTO, a Shanghai based
tool company that repairs, re-
cycles and revives items will
supply tools for the event.
Other participating brands
include Moovi (a manufacture
of foldable bikes, scooters and
skateboards); TRASHAUS (cre-
ating 3D printing artwork from
recycled materials); JALAB (an
organization focusing on re-
search and design of jewelry
using plant-based materials);
PADDYPOST (a fashion com-
pany utilizing recycled fabrics
to make postcards); Da Nao
Bu (creating through recycled
materials); Xin Chen Jian (the
first hackerspace in China and
an active non-profit maker
community); and Xin Yu (re-
viving patchwork art from the
Chinese Loess Plateau).

Brands from many fields
will showcase their products
and demonstrate how they
can be customized, repaired
and upcycled. Through fixing,
painting, styling, tailoring,
embellishing, and more,
on-site artisans will show
how items can be improved
and kept in circulation,
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minimizing wastage.

Among the live demonstra-
tions, a tattoo artist will paint
skateboards; a team from
Tongji University will use re-
constituted plastic for jewelry
making; there will be on-site
3D printing; and artisans will
transform fabrics into post-
cards and bags.

“When I look at the differ-
ent players I brought in to The
Repair Shop, I don’t know what
they’re going to create when
they are together and I'm real-
ly excited to find out,” Collins
said. “It will become a kind of
engine for creativity and in-
novation, and that’s what I'm
looking forward to.

“The Repair Shop is about
building a community, both in
terms of the participants and
the audience. I want people to
connect and exchange ideas.”

It’s often said that sustain-
ability is not a destination but
a journey.

“You can’t be sustainable
but what you can do is to act
more sustainably and that ap-
plies to all of us, from farmers
using organic pesticides, to re-
cycling their waste, through
to designers using raw mate-
rials appropriately but, more
importantly, designing for
circularity because you can’t
achieve circularity if you
didn’t design for it in the be-
ginning,” Collins said.

The panel discussions dur-
ing The Repair Salon will
focus on two topics: “Make the
old better than the new,” and
“How to design better from
the start.”

The future of the design in-
dustry is identified by Collins
as embracing sustainability,
diversity and technology.

“Sustainability has to be
a vital aspect of companies’
futures. I'm confident we are
going to be working toward a
good solution and I see China

Xin Chen Jian is dedicated to encouraging the general public to engage in creation
and to transform their enthusiasm into reality.

going to be at the forefront
of that solution,” said the de-
sign thinker and speaker, who
considers himself as a catalyst
for brands, companies and
institutions.

“I see AI being a fantastic
tool. I'm not scared of it and I
don’t think people should be.

People should look for ways to
work with it.”

What Collins finds excit-
ing in Shanghai is that young
people have the ability and
opportunities to create their
own concepts and make them
happen.

“The costs of starting a new

LIFESTYLE 5

PADDYPOST is a fashion company using recycled

fabrics to make postcards and other items.

concept is way too high in the
West but here, you can still
do that. When I look around
where Ilive, there are so many
stores, little restaurants run
by two or three people — they
got together and they make it
happen for themselves. That’s
so liberating.”
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Da Lai Time Museum in Anting Town boasts a remarkable collection of around 2,000 intricate timepieces, ranging from clocks and watches to phonographs, music boxes and
even mechanical pianos. — Photos by Hu Min

Expat volunteer helps make Time Museum tick

Hu Min

en stepping into

the Da Lai Time

Museum in Anting

Town, of Jiading

District, people will obviously

marvel at the rich collection

of about 2,000 intricate clocks,

watches, phonographs, music

boxes and mechanical pianos

of all styles and spanning all
ages.

Amidst the ticking of clocks
and watches, there was the
beautiful melodies of a piano,
creating an euphonious sym-
phony and offering a soothing
delight to the ears.

It came from Brendan Car-
roll, an Australian who serves
as a volunteer at the museum.
He is truly another marvel of
the museum, explaining the
timepieces and the stories be-
hind them.

Carroll from Sydney, in his
50s, arrived in Shanghai about
seven months ago. He has a
unique bond with China. His
parents have been to China
three times over 20 years and
they often told Carroll how

Brendan Carroll leads a tour at Da Lai Time Museum with great
expertise and knowledge about many of the pieces, including their
cultural significance, historical background and fascinating stories.

it has grown over the past
decades.

As aresult he has been fasci-
nated and curious about China
since his childhood.

His friend in Sydney, who is
a clock maker, recommended
the museum to him.

“I love science and technol-
ogy, and education, and it was
a great opportunity to come

here as I want to learn more
about China, Chinese culture
and Chinese people,” he said.

In Australia, Carroll has a lot
of Chinese friends.

“T knew what to expect as I
saw a lot of photos, but when
I came here, I thought it was
more amazing, especially
Shanghai,” he said.

“Initially I came just to

have a look, but I was really
surprised when I saw how
fantastic Shanghai is and how
wonderful China is, and I just
love it. I said okay, I will give
this a long term go.”

At the museum, Carroll has
a busy schedule. He serves as
a guide, sometimes for interna-
tional schools’ students. He has
also participated in video pro-
grams to promote the museum
and Anting to the world.

He has a good knowledge of
many pieces including their
culture, history and stories.

As a gifted musician and
knowledgeable guide, he is a
star of the museum, welcomed
by visitors and staff alike.

“We are still researching the
stories of some of the pieces,
and the process will never
stop,” he said.

Carroll enjoys the local
lifestyle in Shanghai. He has
visited Jiangnan-style (lower
parts of the south Yangtze
River) gardens in Jiading and
tried various local foods.

In his spare time, he cycles
to different places.

“I ride my bike to work in
the morning, and there are
S0 many restaurants and the
smell is great,” said Carroll.

He likes bullfrog and also
hotpot.

“I have been to many places,
and I still want to explore so
many places,” he said.

The museum at Shanghai
International Automobile City
of Anting features some 2,000
exhibits of different ages from
different countries.

It is a real journey through
time and all exhibits come
from Li Dalai, a collector of
clocks and watches who was
born in Anting, hence the
name of the museum.

Unlike many other antique
collectors, who collect as in-
vestment, Li collects clocks
because he is intrigued by
the mechanical systems that
make the timepieces work so
accurately.

The museum, free to visit,
is a treasury of clocks and
watches with the oldest exhibit,
alantern clock from the United
Kingdom, dating back to 1675.
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Why I'm ditching New Year’s resolutions

Emma Leaning

e honest, how many
of you hit the ground
running on January 1
with your New Year’s
resolutions? I'd planned to be
awhole new human, but as my
friend gently pointed out, the
date change on the calendar
doesn’t reprogram our entire
being. You're the same flawed
person on the 1st as you were
on the 31st. And I think the
system needs reorganizing.

For me, January has been
spent eating leftover Christ-
mas cheese and thinking
about joining the gym. Hardly
an overhaul. As I often do in
times of crisis or want of reas-
surance, I turned to X (Twitter)
— something I'd vowed to
spend less time on in 2024. It
turns out, there are plenty of
us not doing what we said we’d
do. Why? How hard is it not to
drink alcohol? How unthink-
able is a Body Combat class?
How painful is a social media
detox?

In 1981, Narcotics Anony-
mous published a quote that
read: “The definition of insan-
ity is doing the same thing
over and over and expecting
different results.” New Year’s
resolutions are like that. They
are insane. Sure, you might

Photo by Hu Jun

go for a jog or do five minutes
on Duolingo for a few days,
but six months down the line
you're likely back where you
started. Sorry, but it’s true. So
why do we keep setting our-
selves up for failure by setting
New Year’s resolutions? As I
said, it’s insane. That’s why

Life coach and stress counselor Ans Hooft

many people don’t believe in
the tradition at all.

When we subscribe to the
idea of “new year, new me,”
what we’re saying is “I'm not
good enough.” That’s a spiky
pill to swallow. And we choke
on it every 12 months. Com-
mercialism watches. That’s
why you’ll find a bunch of
gym membership offers and
discounts on healthy meal
packages around January. I
don’t think I've once success-
fully stuck to a body blitz or
juice diet, nor am I fluent in
Chinese despite making it one
of my many vows.

Well, I quit. And I think you
should too.

What promise did you make
to yourself this year? Did it
come from a place of self-dep-
recation or loving kindness? My
bet being it leads far quicker to
the former. We all want to win
at life and self-improvement
matters. But is there a kinder
and smarter way to do it?

On X, I came across the idea
of setting a New Year’s theme.

Unlike resolutions, themes get
to the root of our philosophies
and what we really want out
of life. The person who posted
said their theme was “frequen-
cy” because there were some
things he needs to do more of,
and some things he needs to do
less. Another person themed
their year “bridging” because
they hoped to bridge language
barriers and relationships.

I instantly liked the idea
of theming my year rather
than setting demands on it.
But what’s the difference?
Are themes a fad or is this
new approach a better way to
achieve our goals? To find out,
I spoke to my close friend, life
coach and stress counselor
Ans Hooft. She’s wonderful
and never afraid to compas-
sionately hold me to account. I
adore her, as would you. Here’s
what she said:

“I don’t believe in New Year’s
resolutions because I think you
can start changing your life
any day of the year. When we
fall short of a resolution, we

tend to think everything is lost
and give up altogether. I like
the idea of themes, especially
if you think one through that
aligns with your values. You
can focus on rewarding your-
self each time you've worked
toward your theme rather than
beating yourself up when you
fail to meet set targets.”

I agree. And I landed on the
theme “self-care.” It’s some-
thing my 2023 saw very little
of and something I desperately
need. For me, my theme en-
compasses kindness, exercise,
inspiring work and friendship.
Looking after myself in ways
that are useful while also being
forgiving. My husband help-
fully pointed out that themes
are less actionable than resolu-
tions in terms of motivating
change. He could be right. But
given the average resolution
lasts 3.74 months, I'll take my
chances and let you know how
he gets on with his.

Perhaps the frustrating fact
is, we're screwed either way.
Change doesn’t happen over-
night. Whether it’s aresolution,
theme or a pact with the devil,
change takes time and effort.
In a society that wants it all
and wants it now, that’s hard
to handle.

We're two weeks into the new
year, and I'm still me. You're
likely still you. Whether your
resolutions are going strong
or not at all, think about a
theme. It’s not a bad idea for
life in general. When you look
back on your time, what theme
would you want to represent
it and why? It could be adven-
ture, balance, consistency or
love. There are so many words
to choose from. Each with its
ups and downs that are worth
the ride because you chose
them. Surely that’s a better
place to begin than rigid rules
and torturous routines.

So, go kindly on yourself this
January, progress not perfec-
tion is the aim. If you're taking
steps, you're making strides.
And that makes you a winner
in my book.
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