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lbu MURNIN TJENDRA

Dalam Usia 89 tahun
lbu Mertua dari : Bpk. Sulim Aripin

Jenazah disemayamkan di Grand Heaven Lt. 8, Suite Room 806,
Dan akan dikremasikan pada hari Minggu, tgl. 7 Januari 2024.

Semoga Arwah beliau diberi tempat yang layak di sisi-Nya.
Bagi keluarga yang ditinggalkan diberi kekuatan dan ketabahan.

Wiryanto Khong
Leo Abraham
Yoko Leonardo
Simon Kangga
Alex Chandra Max
Basli

Rachmad Tsjim
Mukmin Saudjana
Hadi Irianto
Kasim Edisanto
Andianto

Eddy Djaja

Tan Cun Eng
Kurniawan Kusanto

Anton Wijaya

Rustam Rachmat
Djajadi

Pohandi

Kasiong

Charles Antonny Melati
Wahyudi Widjaja
Sudirman Kurniawan
Heffy Hartono

Randi Aga

Supermario

Ly Wen |
Edy Juarsa | “ﬂ@
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Dalam Usia 89 tahun
lbu Mertua dari : Bpk. Sulim Aripin

Jenazah disemayamkan di Grand Heaven Lt. 8, Suite Room 806,
Dan akan dikremasikan pada hari Minggu, tgl. 7 Januari 2024.

Semoga Arwah beliau diberi tempat yang layak di sisi-Nya.
Bagi keluarga yang ditinggalkan diberi kekuatan dan ketabahan.

Eddie Dermawan Andy Marani
Edyhok Edi Hadiputra
Tjiuw Theng Kuang Herman Zhou
Agus Suparman Yuyu Josef
Erham Tan Taufan

Indra Gunardi Tony Nauli Basa
Hussien Pangestu Ayung Deli
Hartono Angsana Djonny Lie

Yang Chi Jung Samsul

Tju Kim Kiong Sentoso Hermawan
Chandra Hartono Jerry Pard

Benny Pontian Widjaja Tandyono
Amir Hartono Jeffrey Sanjaya

Anditan Ridwan Rachmat
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Juwwt Berduka Cita

Menyampaikan Turut Berduka Cita yang sedalam-dalamnya atas meninggalnya b

lbu MURNIN TJENDRA

Dalam Usia 89 tahun
lbu Mertua dari : Bpk. Sulim Aripin

Jenazah disemayamkan di Grand Heaven Lt. 8, Suite Room 806,
Dan akan dikremasikan pada hari Minggu, tgl. 7 Januari 2024.

Semoga Arwah beliau diberi tempat yang layak di sisi-Nya.
Bagi keluarga yang ditinggalkan diberi kekuatan dan ketabahan.

Ponten

Sofian Susantio
Wawa

Michael Wirawan
Bintoro Salim
Haksono Santoso
Apple Siek
Jemmy Tamstil
Tjen Fa Sen

Budy Hartono Santoso
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Alan Lee
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Buyung Samsudin
Ricky Lin

Bambang

Sadikin Sutanto
Budi Poetro
Gunawan Tjokro
Sukardi Tang
igianto Joe

Tiger Heng

Jack Kuo

Jasmin Janto

Kopici Hendry Salim
Sugiharto
Andi Lo
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A view of BYD’s automobile plant in Zhengzhou, capital of central China’s Henan Province. — IC

Tesla loses EV sales crown to BYD

UNITED States carmaker Tesla
has lost its crown for most
sales of all-electric vehicles
to Chinese firm BYD.

The US-based car manu-
facturer run by billionaire
Elon Musk delivered a re-
cord 484,507 vehicles in the
fourth quarter of 2023, ac-
cording to a company filing
on Tuesday — up more than
11 percent from the previ-
ous quarter.

But this impressive increase
was not enough to maintain
Tesla’s title as the world’s top
maker of battery electric ve-
hicles, as Chinese rival BYD
reported sales on Monday of
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526,409 for the same period.

In addition to delivering
fewer vehicles, Tesla also
trailed BYD in vehicle produc-
tion in the fourth quarter.

The figures underscore the
challenges Tesla is likely to
face this year, from competi-
tors keen to capitalize on the
growing demand for EVs.

Tesla’s stock slipped after
the news was announced,
before regaining ground to
finish broadly flat.

BYD began life in 1995 as
a battery manufacturer, and
later turned its attention to
producing plug-in hybrid and
all-electric vehicles.

Shanghai Daily
— G ER

Last year BYD became the
first manufacturer to pass the
5-million milestone in new en-
ergy production.

Many foreign auto giants
— including Tesla, BMW, Mer-
cedes and Audi — depend on
BYD for their batteries.

Despite strong sales, the
firm does not sell its vehicles
in the US, where it would face
costly import tariffs.

As well as besting Tesla in
pure electric sales, BYD sold
more than 400,000 plug-in
hybrid electric vehicles in the
fourth quarter.

In total, it sold more than
3 million passenger vehicles

Check out our website

last year.

Last month, it said it would
build a new EV plant in Hun-
gary — in a move described by
the country’s foreign minister
as “one of the largest invest-
ments in the history of the
Hungarian economy.”

Despite losing its quarterly
sales crown, Tesla was still
top on an annual basis, deliv-
ering more than 1.8 million
EVs to customers in the year
to December, up 38 percent.

This was well above BYD’s
sales figure of just under 1.6
million, posting a 73 percent
year-on-year increase.

(AFP)
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You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

Robots fuel
city's smart
factory plan

Zhu Shenshen

SHANGHAI officials an-
nounced this week the city
will create 70 smart factories
this year with increased adop-
tion of industrial robots and
financial support to estab-
lish the “Shanghai Format”
for smart manufacturing.

Shanghai currently boasts
100 smart factories and
produces more than 100 bil-
lion yuan (US$14.1 billion)
in smart manufacturing
industry output annually.
Zhang Ying, vice director of
the Shanghai Commission
of Economy and Informati-
zation, stated that it places
the city at the forefront of
the country in terms of the
development of smart manu-
facturing, a national strategy
intended to promote digital
transformation and indus-
trial upgrading.

In an effort to promote
smart manufacturing, local
officials said the city will
create its own “Shanghai For-
mat” for the industry.

The city plans to construct
200 smart factories by 2025,
with 70 new ones planned for
the year. With arobot density
of 383 robots per 10,000 peo-
ple, industries will employ
almost 10,000 more robots.

FOLLOW US
Search for “Shanghai Daily” @
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City pushes urban regeneration
as village renovations speed up

Wan Lixin

hanghai Party Secre-
tary Chen Jining says
that urban regenera-
tion is an important
measure to carve out a new
development mode for the city
in line with the spirit of the
20th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China.

With still greater achieve-
ments expected in urban
regeneration, a new chapter
will be ushered in in terms of
building a city for the people,
he told a conference on pro-
moting urban regeneration
this week.

In fact, the achievements in
this direction are eminently
palpable.

For instance, the urban
regeneration effort in the
Pudong New Area got a shot
in the arm as renovations of
some villages in the district
kicked off in the New Year.

On January 2, Zhu Zhisong,
Pudong Party chief, inspected
some urban villages slated for
renovation in Heqing Town. He
also visited a construction site,
where residences are being
built for affected villagers in

a community in Chuansha
Town.

This village renovation proj-
ect in Laoji Town and Nanshe
Community involves a total
area of 1,661 mu (111 hect-
ares), more than half of which
being collective construction
land use, involving five vil-
lages: Qingfeng, Qingxing,
Hongxing, Yaojin, and Qinyi.

They are typical chengzhong-
cun, or villages in the middle
of the city, in that they are
surrounded by established
residential compounds and in
close proximity to production
facilities, commercial entities,
park, and schools.

With these village houses
located in the vicinity of facto-
ries and shops, and given the
lack of public services and fire
accident hazards, all villagers
have shown a strong desire for
renovation.

The current renovation
blueprint, already approved
by the Pudong government,
would proceed in full view of
the policy incentives accruing
from Zhangjiang Science City,
plus the geographic advantage
of the forthcoming East Hub,
so as to further catalyze the

i A

An urban village in Shanghai’s Pudong New Area slated for renovation. — Ti Gong

development of the high-end
medical instruments industry,
the modern high-tech indus-
try, the headquarters economy;,
and the nurturing of startups,
all in an effort to push for
quality urban development.
Efforts will also be made to
create a “15-minute community

life circle” with an improved
comprehensive environment
that is informed by mutually
reinforced interplay between
living quarters and manufac-
turing space.

Significantly, the urban
village renovation project of
Xiaowan Village in Tangzhen

took only 134 days, from ob-
taining municipal approval to
securing the consent of the
affected villagers.

By January 1, an astonishing
99.8 percent of the villagers had
already signed the agreement,
with full effort at securing 100
percent consent.

Shanghai sees 718 million visits during New Year holiday

Hu Min

SHANGHAI recorded 7.18 million visits
from tourists during the three-day New
Year holiday, up 16.27 percent from the
same period a year earlier, the city’s
cultural and tourism authorities re-
vealed on January 1.

The city reaped a tourism revenue
of 11.8 billion yuan (US$1.66 billion),
growing 24 percent, and the average
occupancy rate of local hotels hit 60
percent, up 24 percentage points,
according to the Shanghai Administra-
tion of Culture and Tourism.

The city prepared an array of

activities, from a New Year run and
sunrise appreciation to bell ringing
and lantern fairs, during the holiday.

Longhua Temple in Xuhui District,
where a bronze bell was rung at mid-
night on New Year’s Eve, welcomed the
first inbound tour group of the city in
2024, while an ascent and health run
activity was held at the iconic Oriental
Pearl TV Tower on January 1.

People waited for the first ray of sun-
shine at Jinshanzui Fishing Village in
Jinshan District, and dragon-themed
activities enriched the holiday at Yuyu-
an Garden Malls.

Exhibitions such as the “Who is

Leonardo da Vinci?” at Shanghai Mu-
seum, and concerts, including the 2024
Shanghai New Year Concert by Shang-
hai Symphony, offered a feast.

According to online travel review
website Mafengwo, Shanghai Disney
Resort was the most popular domestic
tourist attraction during the holiday,
although the fireworks show was
canceled on New Year’s Eve due to air
pollution, followed by Yonghe Palace in
Beijing and Victoria Harbour in Hong
Kong.

Watching a fireworks show or going
to a concert were the most popular
ways of celebration, and generation Z,

those born between 1995 and 2009, led
holiday tourists, accounting for over 60
percent of the total, it said.

Online travel operator Trip.com said
its holiday orders involving domestic
destinations surged 168 percent from
the same period last year, with growth
was more significant for outbound des-
tinations, hitting 388 percent.

Meanwhile, bookings for cruises dur-
ing the holiday soared 231 percent from
the same period last month and all tick-
ets for the maiden commercial voyage
of China’s first domestically built large
cruise ship, the Adora Magic City, were
sold out on Trip.com, it said.
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Adora M

hina’s first domes-

tically built cruise

ship, the Adora

Magic City, set sail on
its maiden commercial voyage
from Shanghai on January 1,
opening a new chapter for the
country’s shipbuilding and
cruise industries.

Carrying more than 3,000
passengers, the ship set off
from the Shanghai Wusong-
kou International Cruise
Terminal.

It is expected to reach
Northeast Asian tourist desti-
nations, including Japan and
South Korea, before returning
on Sunday.

Equipped with a mahjong
lounge and hotpot restaurant,
the luxury vessel is aimed
squarely at China’s expanding
middle class and their appetite
for international travel.

METRO 3

The Adora Magic City sets sail from Shanghai on January 1. — CFP

agic City sets sails on maiden trip

The Adora Magic City is
323.6 meters in length, has a
gross weight of 135,500 tons
and can accommodate up to
5,246 passengers across a
total of 2,125 guest rooms, ac-
cording to its builder, China
State Shipbuilding Corp’s
Shanghai Waigaoqgiao Ship-
building Co.

It has 16 floors and a total of
40,000 square meters of public
living and recreational space.

The building of large cruise
ships like the Adora Magic City
marked a leap in China’s over-
all shipbuilding capacity, said
Chen Gang, general manager
of Shanghai Waigaogiao Ship-
building Co.

After eight years of scientific
research and five years of de-
sign and construction, the ship
was delivered in November.

State media have hailed the

16-deck behemoth as a “major
milestone for the country’s
shipbuilding industry” and a
“crown jewel.”

Many of Adora Magic City’s
components were provided by
international suppliers.

But in the future, “China
has the opportunity to build
its own supply chain,” Marco
Scopaz, Lloyd’s Register’s
on-site project manager,
said in an article on Lloyd’s
website.

The AdoraMagic City “marks
the beginning of the country’s
inevitable and rapid develop-
ment in cruise design and
construction,” he added.

The country’s first home-
grown passenger jet, the C919,
also made its debut outside
China’s mainland last month,
when it flew to Hong Kong.

(Agencies)
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Tourists are seen on the cruise ship. — CFP
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New Delhi native creates brands built on
sustainability and impeccable design

T Re—

Reach out, laugh and cry with your fellow entrepreneurs,
and recommend them. [t won't take away from your
bottom-line, in fact, the goodwill will add to it in ways
you never thought possible.

Itee Soni

Founder of sustainable gift brand The Nectar Foundry and co-founder of eco-
swimwear brand Loop Swim

Yang Di

ince arriving in

Shanghai in 2007, Itee

Soni’s entrepreneurial

creativity has been un-
locked. The New Delhi native
is the founder of new sustain-
able gift brand, The Nectar
Foundry, and the co-founder of
one of the very first completely
eco-swimwear brands, Loop
Swim. While diverse in scope,
both businesses are built on
the same strong foundation of
sustainability and an inimi-
table design aesthetic.

Q: Before we talk about
Loop Swim and The Nec-
tar Foundry your brands,
would you please introduce
yourself?

I arrived in Shanghai in
2007 from New Delhi, where
I designed for UK high-street
brands Karen Millen, Whistles,
Ted Baker and Miss Selfridge.
I am an honor graduate of
India’s premier design univer-
sity, NIFT (National Institute
of Fashion Technology) and I
specialize in branding, wom-
enswear, textiles, graphics,
interiors and experiential de-
sign, aromatherapy and tarot.

Q: Why, after living in
Shanghai for a few years,
did you decide to strike out
on your own to build up a
brand?

By the time I met my busi-
ness partner Heather Kaye in
Shanghai, China, in 2008, we
were both fed up with the un-
necessary waste we saw being
generated first-hand by the
fashion industry.

Devoted women’s apparel
designers from New Delhi and
New York City, we were (and
are) passionate about fashion,
and the intricate, human pro-
cess of making clothing. After
years behind the scenes at
factories all around Asia, we

decided to start our own brand
with the goal of upending the
most unsustainable aspects
of the fashion industry: fast
fashion cycles, body negativ-
ity, throw-away quality, and
environmentally damaging
raw materials.

Together we built FINCH
Designs (2010), a sustainable
design and consulting com-
pany and its progression led
to Loop Swim (www.loopswim.
com, est. 2019), a brand that
transforms post-consumer PET
plastic bottles into phenom-
enal UPF50+ sun protective
swimwear in funky and bold
color combos for women, men
and kids.

In September 2022, I1launched
my home and gift brand The
Nectar Foundry. TNF offers
gifts with intentions that fos-
ter meaningful connections
and emotional wellbeing. Built
around the principles of sus-
tainability and mindfulness, it
offers products and services —
aromatherapy, wall art, cards,
tea towels, tarot readings, that
rejuvenate the soul, elevate
our spatial experience, and
help connect with the univer-
sal magic that surrounds us,
with minimal impact on the
environment.

Q: What makes Shanghai’s
business environment so
remarkable?

Throughout my 16 years in
this city, I have met incredible
women so talented and driven
that most charted their own
paths different to what brought
them here. The energy is infec-
tious. Living in the histroical
downtown and being in the
thick of this entrepreneurial
melting pot, it is impossible
not to catch the bug and really
shoot for the moon. There’s
help, advise and collaboration
at each corner.

I always say, Shanghai is not



Shanghai Now Friday, January 1, 2024

Loop Swim is a brand that transforms post-
consumer PET plastic bottles into phenomenal
UPF50+ sun protective swimwear in funky and
bold color combos for women, men and kids.

avillage, itis a campus. My col-
lege experience wasn’t the best
— there was a lot of competi-
tion and envy and not so much
collaboration, so Shanghai has
given me that.

Q: What were you try-
ing to bring to the local
community?

With Loop, Heather and I are
building our dream circular
company demonstrating that
waste is just a resource in the
wrong place. Our swimsuits
are made exclusively from re-
cycled plastic and Loop also
recycles your swimsuit at the
end of its useful life.

It is a trusted resource for
the eco-conscious global
traveler and a key player in
raising ocean plastic pollution
awareness. Responsibly made
in China, Loop also contin-
ues to educate and inspire a
“deep bench” of future sus-
tainability heroes and a 100
percent circular swimwear
industry worldwide — a foun-
dational goal for the brand,
with speaking engagements
and workshops on sustainable
fashion, circular economy and
zero-waste living.

With The Nectar Foundry, I
offer creative and intentional
home and gift solutions for

individuals and corporates.
I hope to curate products
that help me reconnect with
my roots in India, work with
craftsmen in our local commu-
nities, and honor their timeless
handicrafts while still creating
original designs celebrating
my time and life in China.
With my design and aro-
matherapy workshops, reiki,
and tarot, I have created a safe
space for personal expression
and collaborative conversations
in the community focused on
helping everyone cultivate and
nurture their right-side brain,
all the while making better
consumption choices.

Q: What are the biggest
challenges setting up a
business here? How do you
stay motivated?

For me it was the language,
but that’s easy to get around.
When I first moved here it was
like white noise and I liked
being ‘lost in translation,” but
once we set up the business,
I knew things would need
to change. While my spoken
Chinese has improved, for
most things I use all kinds of
translate apps and have lovely
assistants — both remote and
in-office. Plus, I am not afraid
to ask for help especially when

Ifeel I cannot simply MacGyver
my way out of a situation.

Q: What was the moment
made you most proud?

Last year was a very tough
year for Loop. We had just
launched a brand-new col-
lection right as we went into
lockdown and during the peak
retail months for any swim-
wear brand. It was a massive
setback.

Additionally, my business
partner was moving back to the
US. While her move was always
part of the plan, as soon as we
reopened the reality of our very
shaky finances, navigating it
all alone and moving into a new
studio simply crushed me.

But all along, very, very slowly
I dug Loop out of its hole, and
we survived it. I also launched
my second baby — The Nec-
tar Foundry late last year and
this year in November I had an
exhibition of all my art and de-
sign — for Loop and TNF. Both
brands have a long way to go in
terms of really thriving as the
economy this year has been a
huge setback for retail brands
everywhere, but I am proud to
have survived all of that and
come out the other side. A
bit battered and bruised, but
stronger than ever.

With The Nectar Foundry, Soni offers creative and intentional home and gift solutions
for individuals and corporates. — All photos by courtesy of Itee Soni

Q: What are you working on?
I am currently working on
a multi-brand WeChat online
shop that will bring together
Loop, TNF and hopefully other
sustainable lifestyle brands all
under a single online destina-
tion. T hope to be able to launch
this (with alot of help from my
developers) in early 2024. This
is of course in addition to all
new design and product devel-
opment going on behind the
scenes. Stay tuned for bold new
offerings from both brands!

Q: Who is a female-role
model who inspires you?

They are fictional, but I love
Roz Doyle from the TV show
“Frasier” and Joan Watson
from “Elementary.”

Roz is an independent single
mom and really reaches for
her dreams during the show
— her career trajectory takes
her from a radio producer to
a network head! She is funny,
charming, easy going and laid
back in ways I am not, and I
learned how to be more per-
sonable, not to sweat the small
stuff, live with more ease and
less judgement of myself and
to always look at the big pic-
ture from her.

Joan Watson played by one of
favorites, Lucy Liu, is amodern

PEOPLE 5

day take on Sherlock Holmes
where John Watson is recast
as a woman, and rightfully
so! I mean come on! To be able
to stand working with and be
good friends with someone
like Sherlock, it has to be a
woman! Joan is a brilliant, un-
flappable, patient, resilient and
an extremely stylish modern-
day woman who breaks from
being a doctor to find joy in
investigating. Her ability to
always respond and not react
to situations is something I
admire the most.

Q: Do you have any advice
for women entrepreneurs?

It will take longer than you
think, it will be way harder
than you think, and it will be
very, very lonely, even if you
have a partner — in business
and/or in life. Only you will
know your journey and not
everyone will be interested in
it either. You will bore friends
and loved ones, so find a coach,
find mentors, and find collabo-
rators — FIND YOUR TRIBE.

Learn to eat your pride and
ask for help. Learn to not hold
grudges. I share my studio
with the lovely Fernanda Sung
and when we have arguments,
we remind ourselves that at
the base of it, with care and
a lot of trust, we have built a
friendship which will carry us
through.

Stay humble. The good times
won’t last, and the bad times
probably will, so be extremely
grateful for everything — a
beautiful day, a coffee in the
sun, a walk in the park, be
grateful for it all.

And finally, PAY IT FOR-
WARD. Reach out, laugh and
cry with your fellow entrepre-
neurs, and recommend them.
It won’t take away from your
bottom-line, in fact, the good-
will will add to it in ways you
never thought possible.
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Moviebuffs are seated at a local cinema in Shanghai as China’s film industry sees accelerated recovery in 2023 with record-breaking box office totalling over 53 billion yuan
(US$7.42 billion). — IC

China’s domestic films dominate box
office, accelerating industry recovery

To date, around 83 percent of the 2023
Chinese box office revenue is contributed
by domestic films, according to the film
data platform Beacon. This year’s top 10
box office earners are all domestic films,
and the American film “Fast X” ranks 12th

with a box office revenue of 980 million
yuan, the highest-ranking foreign film.

s a cold wave

sweeps through,

the perceived

temperature in
Beijing has dropped to
below minus 10 degrees
Celsius, but it hasn’t damp-
ened people’s enthusiasm
for year-end moviegoing. At
the Capital Cinema in the
bustling Xidan commercial
district, prime-time tickets
for popular year-end holi-
day releases are selling like
hotcakes.

China’s 2023 box office
has topped 53 billion yuan
(US$7.42 billion) as of De-
cember 19, according to the
box office tracker Maoyan.
The annual box office has
surged from some 30 billion
yuan last year to over 50
billion yuan this year, and
broken the yearly record
since 2020, indicating the
accelerated recovery of the
Chinese film industry.

Currently, the top 10
earners of the year are all

domestic films. According
to Maoyan where the annual
box office figure dates back
to as early as 2011, domestic
films have entirely domi-
nated the top 10 annual box
office rankings only once
before, in 2020. Analysts
believe that the increasing
favorability toward domes-
tic films is a result of the
overall advancement of the
Chinese film industry — do-
mestic films are becoming
more in sync with audience

aesthetic demands.

The 2023 box office rev-
enue exceeded 50 billion
yuan on November 13. In-
dustry observers predict
that the annual earnings
will eventually reach around
55 billion yuan, lower than
the record highs of over 60
billion yuan in 2019 and
2018, but comparable to the
level in 2017, making it the
fourth or third highest an-
nual box office in Chinese
film history.
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53b yuan

China’s 2023 box office has topped 53 billion yuan (US$7.42

billion) as of December 19.

Restorative growth trend

“This indicates an overall
positive recovery trend in the
film market, with both the
film supply and audience de-
mand gradually returning to
pre-pandemic levels,” said Liu
Peng, director of the Maoyan
Research Institute.

Looking back on the year,
the Spring Festival box office
generated 6.7 billion yuan,
making it the second-highest
box office for the holiday
ever, second only to 2021. The
summer box office was par-
ticularly noteworthy, raking
in 20.6 billion yuan, marking
the first time China’s sum-
mer box office has broken
the 20-billion-yuan mark. The
October National Day box of-
fice reached 2.7 billion yuan,
although significantly lower
than the approximately 4 bil-
lion yuan for the same holiday
in the three consecutive years
from 2019 to 2021, still higher
than the 1.5 billion yuan of
2022.

The films are diverse in type
and theme. Movies like “Full
River Red” and “The Wander-
ing Earth II” resonated with
patriotic sentiments among the
people, while realistic genre
films “No More Bets” “Lost in
the Stars” “Never Say Never”
and “Under the Light” gar-
nered high attention for their
relatability to everyday life.
“Creation of the Gods I: King-
dom of Storms” was acclaimed
as an epic mythological mas-
terpiece, and “Chang An” tells
a new historical story from a
unique perspective.

“Overall, Chinese films
have remained true to a re-
alist path, inheriting the
traditional narrative patterns,
engaging in constructive
dialogue with present-day
mainstream audiences, and
continuously enhancing film
industrialization levels, lead-
ing to the overall development

of Chinese movies,” said Rao
Shuguang, president of the
China Film Critics Associa-
tion, noting the restorative
growth trend in Chinese film
consumption.

Hollywood films’ appeal
waning

To date, around 83 percent
of the 2023 Chinese box of-
fice revenue is contributed by
domestic films, according to
the film data platform Beacon.
This year’s top 10 box office
earners are all domestic films,
and the American film “Fast X”
ranks 12th with a box office
revenue of 980 million yuan,
the highest-ranking foreign
film.

The increasing attention
given to domestic films, as
noted by industry observers,
corresponds to the diminish-
ing attractiveness of Hollywood
films to Chinese moviegoers.

Hollywood’s primary means
of attracting audiences hing-
es on Marvel movies and
established film franchises,
according to Rao. “Although
they present visually impact-
ful spectacles, over time,
Chinese audiences have also
grown weary of them,” he said,
adding that the intrinsic dis-
connection of American films
from Chinese realities natu-
rally impedes the evocation of
empathy.

Liu said that Hollywood films
usually excel in industrializa-
tion and visual effects, but in
recent years, Chinese block-
busters with impressive visual
effects have become increas-
ingly common, making the
decline in the attractiveness of
Hollywood films inevitable.

“If a Hollywood film is not
a word-of-mouth hit and at
the same time domestic film
choices are diverse, it will be
natural for audiences to opt for
local films,” he said.

Xinhua)

1. “Full River Red”

2. “Chang An”

3. “Under the Light”
4. “Never Say Never”

5. “Creation of the Gods I:
Kingdom of Storms”
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