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A view of the under-construction Shanghai East Railway Station. — CFP
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Masterplan for Pudong
business hub unveiled

Shen Mengdan

SHANGHALI has released the
masterplan for a new business
hub in the Pudong New Area,
with the aim for more open-
ing-up and more coordinated
economic growth.

The Shanghai Eastern
Hub International Business
Cooperation Zone, an 880,000-
square-meter area neighboring
Pudong International Airport,
will be built to better exert
Shanghai’s strengths in open-
ing-up, better connect domestic
and international markets, and
accelerate growth in the Yang-
tze River Delta region.

The plan, which has been
approved by the State Council,
China’s cabinet, in principle,
expects a basic completion
by 2025, with basic operation
starting in 2028, and will be
fully established by 2030.

It will be implemented based
on the city’s existing status as
an international aviation hub,
creating a highly convenient
vehicle for international busi-
ness communications.

The new zone will not only
boast a world-class trans-
portation hub incorporating
aviation and railway service,
with the Shanghai East Rail-
way Station set to openin 2027,
but will also benefit from the
institutional innovation of the
China (Shanghai) Pilot Free

WWW.SHINE.CN

You are welcome to send your comments and opinions to annchenjie@shanghaidaily.com

Trade Zone.

Measures to facilitate cross-
border movement in the new
zone will be implemented in
order to promote international
business exchanges.

One highlight is that the
plan dispenses with the veri-
fication of entry permits for
foreign personnel entering
the zone from Pudong Interna-
tional Airport on international
flights, allowing them to stay
in the zone for at least 30 days,
streamlining the management
of portable objects for foreign
personnel.

It also suggests closed man-
agement of the new zone and
regional connecting chan-
nels, as well as the connecting
channels of Pudong airport by
strictly differentiating inter-
nal and external traffic in the
zone, banning vehicles from
outside.

The plan encourages more
cooperation between domestic
firms and international exhibi-
tion enterprises or institutions,
approving the holding of trade
exhibitions in the zone, and
allowing foreign institutions
to independently organize
foreign-related economic and
technological exhibitions
that do not bear the name of
“China” or “nation.”
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Search for “Shanghai Daily” @
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Chinese passenger airlines can increase

US flights from 35 to 50 per week

CHINESE passenger airlines
will be allowed to boost their
weekly round-trip US flights
to 50 starting on March 31, up
from the current 35, the US
Transportation Department
said on Monday, returning the
market to nearly one-third of
pre-pandemic levels.

The approval “is a signifi-
cant step forward in further
normalization of the US-China
market in anticipation of the
Summer 2024 traffic season,”
the USDOT said.

More than 150 weekly round-
trip passenger flights were
allowed by each side before
restrictions were imposed in

50

Chinese passenger airlines
will be allowed to boost their
weekly round-trip US flights to
50 starting on March 31, up
from the current 35

early 2020 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, but until August
2023, Chinese and US carriers
could each fly only 12 a week
between the two countries.
The number rose on Septem-
ber 1 to 18 weekly round-trips
and then to 24 per week

starting from October 29. The
USDOT approved 35 for Chi-
nese carriers in November.

Airlines for America, a
group representing American
Airlines, Delta Air Lines and
United Airlines, which fly a
combined 31 weekly flights
to China, said it “supports the
US government’s approach to
slowly, gradually and recipro-
cally reopen the market with
China. It’s imperative the US
government maintains this
approach.”

The Chinese Embassy in
Washington said it was “glad to
see the positive progress made
on increasing direct passenger

flights between China and the
US.” It is working to “further
facilitate cross-border travel
and promote people-to-people
exchanges between the two
countries.”

Other international air mar-
kets involving China have
reopened far more quickly,
with seat capacity between
China and the United Kingdom
this month exceeding pre-pan-
demic levels by 30 percent, and
China-Singapore by 6 percent,
according to aviation data pro-
vider OAG.

The USDOT said it was en-
gaged in a productive dialogue
with China’s aviation regulator

towards the “implementation
of a roadmap to provide for
a gradual, broader reopening
of the US-China air services
market and a phased and pre-
dictable return to the capacity
entitlements” specified under
a US-China agreement.

On a trip to China last year,
US Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo said she wanted to
boost travel and tourism be-
tween the two countries.

If China returned to 2019
US tourism levels, it would
add US$30 billion to the US
economy and 50,000 US jobs,
Raimondo said in August.

(Reuters)

C919, ARJ21 set for Southeast Asia flying runs

COMAC will conduct flying
displays of its C919 and ARJ21
jets in five Southeast Asian
countries, the Chinese state-
owned planemaker said, as it
looks to lay the groundwork
for future international sales.

Over the next few days,
the C919 and ARJ21 jets will
conduct showcase flights in
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia,
Malaysia and Indonesia, the
Shanghai-headquartered
aircraft maker said in a
statement.

It follows the arrival of the
C919 passenger jetin Vietnam
to participate in an airshow
on Monday, after the Singa-
pore Airshow concluded on
Sunday.

The two planes were
showcased at the Singapore
Airshow last week, marking
the first display outside Chi-
nese territory of the C919 jet,
anarrow-body plane touted as
a competitor to Boeing’s 737
MAX and Airbus’ A320neo.

The ARJ21 regional jet is
its smaller predecessor that
mainly flies in China but also
is operated by an Indonesian
airline. The aircraft with 78
to 97 seats took off from the
private Van Don International
Airport in northern Vietnam
yesterday afternoon to con-
duct a demonstration flight,
according to COMAC.

“The primary purpose of
these flights is to ... showcase
the two aircraft’s good perfor-
mance and lay the groundwork
for future market expansion in
Southeast Asia,” the company
added.

China has said it wants to
secure broader international
recognition for the C919 this
year, including pursuing Eu-
ropean Union Aviation Safety
Agency certification. The jet
has so far gained more than
1,000 orders, but mostly from
Chinese airlines and aircraft
lessors.

(Reuters)
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A view of China’s self-developed large passenger jet C919. — CFP
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Taking pictures of

pictures: illegal or merely

poor cinema behavior?

Lu Feiran

n the era of smartphones,

taking pictures anywhere

and everywhere has be-

come a habit for many
people.

But are there limits?

Last week singer Xue Zhigian
posted on Weibo his thoughts
on the newly released movie
“Pegasus 2,” including three
pictures he snapped of the
movie screen in the theater.

The post quickly aroused
controversy. While most of
his fans were excited about
his long commentary on the
movie, some people accused
him of illegally taking the pic-
tures, saying that his behavior
was disrespectful to both cast
and crew.

Several days later, Xue re-
sponded on Weibo, “Words can
be lethal weapons and Internet
popularity can be fortune” —
his way of accusing naysayers
or trying to attract attention by
slagging him.

Taking pictures inside cin-
emas has been a controversial
topic for years, starting with
the emerging popularity of
smartphones. Before that, it
was only pirates who would
sneak cameras into movie
theaters to record bootleg
copies of films. But nowadays,
most people take photos just
to share with others on social
media.

“I never thought it might be
breaking the law until one day
I was criticized by netizens,”
said college student Lydia
Tian, who is a hardcore fan of
Chinese actor Wang Yibo. “Last
year when his movie ‘Hidden
Blade’ was screening, I was
so excited that I took a photo
of one of his close-ups. After
I shared it on Weibo, many

people told me to delete it.”

At first, Tian felt wronged
because she wasn’t taking the
photo for personal gain. After
all, people commonly take
photos in museums, art gal-
leries and at live concerts, so
why should movie theaters be
any exception?

“But then I realized that tak-
ing pictures of a movie screen
might disturb others seated
around me,” Tian said. “So I
guess it’s a good thing that
people are calling out such bad
behavior.”

On the Chinese mainland, it
is against the law to film or
make audio recordings of a
movie in progress in a theater,
but taking photos isn’t specifi-
cally prohibited.

Zhu Wei, deputy director of
Communication Law Research
Center at the China University
of Political Sciences and Law,
said copyright infringement
embraces a “fair use” concept.

“Taking a picture for re-
search, teaching or for making
comments is within the range
of ‘fair use,” which is not copy-
right infringement,” Zhu said.
“But if one posts an excerpt of
a movie online without being
authorized, that’s another
story.”

Moviemakers, however, don’t
quite see it that way.

Last year during the Spring
Festival holiday, producers
of seven hit movies issued
a joint statement calling on
cinemagoers not to take pic-
tures to post on social media.
Earlier this month, a public
service advertisement issued
by the country’s copyright and
movie authorities also called
for people to “put down their
smartphones while watching
a movie.”
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Plot spoilers

The newest Chinese block-
buster “YOLO” is probably the
latest victim of photography
in cinemas. Not long after the
movie was released, photos of
the heroine, played by actress-
director Jia Ling, were spread
across the Internet. Jia’s char-
acter is an unemployed woman
in her 30s who undergoes a
dramatic change after she
takes up boxing. The images of
her transformation were plot
spoilers.

The film’s producers later
said the online photos would
ruin the experience of cinema-
goers and urged audiences to
stop taking pictures.

Liu Chunquan, a lawyer spe-
cializing in copyright issues,
also denounced the practice.

“Technically speaking, if the
pictures are not for commer-
cial use, then the copyright
owners probably won’t pursue
legal liability, but it doesn’t
mean that taking pictures
doesn’t violate the copyright,”

OPINION 3
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[] HK singer Alfred Hui
also came in for a lot
of online flak after
taking and posting
photos from a movie
on Instagram. He later
deleted the post.

he told Shanghai Daily.

Whether taking photos of
movie screens is technically
legal or not isn’t an issue con-
fined to the China’s mainland.
Around the world, different
regulations prevail.

In Hong Kong, for example,
such photography is strictly
prohibited. Many theaters in
the city post warning signs
advising that taking screen
pictures carries a maximum
fine of HK$50,000 (US$6,392)
and a possible prison sentence
of up to three months.

Earlier, Hong Kong singer
Alfred Hui posted a picture he
took of a movie on his Insta-
gram account and provoked so
much criticism from fans that
he deleted the post, though it
can still be viewed on a repost
that was publicly released.

In the United States, the legal
profession seems divided on
the issue.

“Am I allowed to take a
picture of a movie scene and
post it on the Internet?” was a
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Singer Xue Zhiqgian aroused controversy by posting
a long commentary on the newly released movie
“Pegasus 2,” along with a picture he took of the
screen in the movie theater.

question posted on the online
legal services platform Avvo.
In reply, California attorney
Robert Lawrence said the issue
is complicated.

“If you are talking about
movies from pre-1923 (mostly
silent movies), then the answer
is ‘Yes.” You can do anything
you want with pre-1923 mate-
rial,” he wrote in the answer.
“If you are talking about mov-
ies from 1923-1963 (when
copyrights lasted for only 28
years), the answer is ‘Maybe.’
Copyrights can be renewed
after 28 years, but there are
some films whose copyright
has lapsed and fall into the
public domain. And if it’s in
the public domain, you can
post images of it on the Web.”

For movies filmed after 1989,
the “fair use” concept arises,
just as in China.

“If you are concerned about
the potential consequences and
want to ensure that you are in
compliance with the law, go see
areputable IP attorney in your
area and show him what you
intend to do before you do it,”
Lawrence concluded.

Well, probably few people will
go to all that trouble. But if you
want to feel on the right side of
the law — or perhaps theater
etiquette - then it’s probably
best to put down your phone
and just enjoy the movie.
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New releases after China's Spring
Festival box office hits record high

DAKOTA JOHNSON _,-’//"

m ‘Madame Web’

Release date: March 1

Starring Dakota Johnson and Sydney Sweeney, the sci-fi action
film is based on the Marvel Comics character. It is a story about
New York paramedic Cassandra Webb, who demonstrates signs
of clairvoyance. In the film, she needs to protect three young
women from a deadly adversary with the power of viewing the

future.

The superhero film also has an IMAX version. In the Marvel
Comics, Madame Web is a mysterious heroine who offers guid-

ance to Spider-Man.

m ‘The Pig, the Snake and the Pigeon’

Release date: March 1

Based on real cases, the action-packed suspense crime film is
about how a wanted criminal Chen Guilin eliminates the top two
on the wanted list and makes a name for himself.

Written and directed by Hong Kong filmmaker Wong Ching-po,
the film stars Ethan Juan and features many action and chase
scenes to depict the criminal’s road to self-redemption.

oosted by a record-

breaking revenue of

more than 8 billion

yuan during the Spring
Festival holiday, which ran from
February 10 to 17, China’s box-
office earnings have surpassed
the impressive milestone of 10
billion yuan (US$1.4 billion) this
month.

Jia Ling, the comedian who
made waves three years ago
with her self-written, self-di-
rected and self-starring comedy
“Hi, Mom,” has returned with
yet another comedic triumph,
“YOLO.”

This holiday season, “YOLO”
has emerged as the reigning
champion at the box office, rak-
ing in a staggering 3.16 billion
yuan, accounting for 31 percent
of the total monthly box office
revenue thus far.

Chen Xuguang, director of
Peking University’s Institute of
Film, Television and Theater,
has emphasized the profound
connection between the uplift-
ing life story of the protagonist
and Jia’s own personal journey
of weight loss. This connection
weaves a powerful modern-day
allegory that resonates with
audiences.

“The movie serves as an

inspiring guide, balancing
humor and tears, and has en-
joyed both commercial success
and critical acclaim, despite
some controversies,” Chen said.

According to film platform
Maoyan, “YOLO” is projected to
wrap up its theatrical run with
a total revenue of 3.55 billion
yuan.

Securing the second spot on
the monthly box-office chart is
“Pegasus 2,” the highly anticipat-
ed sequel to writer-director Han
Han’s 2019 blockbuster racing
film. “Pegasus 2” has earned an
impressive 2.88 billion yuan.

Zhang Yimou’s comedy film,
“Article 20,” has claimed the
third spot with box-office re-
ceipts of 1.85 billion yuan.

Drawing inspiration from
Article 20 of China’s Criminal
Law, and delving into the intri-
cate and sometimes contentious
legal concept of justifiable self-
defense, the film has sparked
fervent online debates and gar-
nered praise from critics.

Rao Shuguang, president of the
China Film Critics Association,
hailed the work as a testament to
the filmmakers’ social respon-
sibility and commitment, which
utilizes the power of cinema to
advance progress in law and

society.

The long-running animated
film series “Boonie Bears,” which
has consistently released new
movies since its theatrical debut
in 2014, secured a respectable
fourth position on the chart with
its latest installment, “Boonie
Bears: Time Twist,” grossing an
impressive 1.71 billion yuan.

Industry analysts credit the
success of these four films, all
released during the holiday sea-
son, to their “family-friendly”
nature, perfectly aligning with
the cultural atmosphere and con-
sumer psychology surrounding
Chinese New Year celebrations.
This positioning has made them
an indispensable choice for
moviegoers during the festive
season.

The robust performance of
the film market this month has
also boosted industry insiders’
confidence in Chinese cinema
in 2024, when an array of highly
anticipated productions in di-
verse genres will be released.

In March, movie buffs will also
be offered a few blockbuster
movies. Here are some of the
most anticipated films that will
hit cinemas across China next
month.

(Xinhua/Shanghai Daily)

m ‘The Killing
Performance’

Release date: March 2
This suspense comedy film
tells the story of the mysteri-
ous death of a famous Peking
Opera actress. An unreliable
private detective and eight
suspects in the murder are
kidnapped in a theater to
learn the truth within only four
hours.

The plot is shrouded in
mystery as each person has a
hidden motive for the murder.
The film also incorporates co-
medic and bizarre elements
into the plot.
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m ‘Remember Me’

Release date: March 15

Starring Kara Wai and Liu Haocun, this drama revolves around the
reunion of a kind-hearted woman and her granddaughter who acciden-
tally got lost 12 years earlier. The two go from being strangers to cud-
dling each other. During their time together, their secrets are gradually
revealed. In the end, the grandmother saves the granddaughter, who
had no hope for life.

m ‘Kung Fu Panda 4’

Release date: March 22

The animated feature film is the latest
installment of the “Kung Fu Panda”
franchise. The film follows Po’s ad-
venture in a big city in ancient China
to find and train a new Dragon War-
rior, after he becomes the spiritual
leader of the Valley of Peace. How-
ever, a wicked sorceress plans to re-
summon all the master villains whom
Po has to defeat.

Directed by Mike Mitchell, the film
is a story about courage, friendship
and growth as Po will face unprece-
dented difficulties and tests. The film
also incorporates many Chinese ele-
ments, from clothing, architecture to
food, showcasing the unique charm
of Chinese culture.

(st (o) SRR ) (i

their land.

-m::mzummga

2F I a |
§  mosoon }
<y WREWEERRMEER L

ERT-NEE
SENA

T
i
IJ'UN'EIIE
CHUTE

3A29H WEAD

=)

m ‘Dune: Part Two’

Release date: March 8

Based on Frank Herbert’s futuristic sci-fi novel where
humans live on many different planets, the adventure
epic film centers on Paul Atreides’ hunger for revenge
against the clan who destroyed his family, and his
partnership with Chani and the Fremen to take back

MM kS 2N OE WM N

FILM 5

The first part of “Dune” was a critical and financial
success in 2021, earning more than US$400 million
worldwide. Starring Timothée Chalamet and Zendaya,
the sequel also has an IMAX version to present stun-
ning visuals of its gripping scenes.

m ‘Godzilla x Kong:
The New Empire’

Release date: March 29

The sci-fi adventure film revolves
around the epic battle and final
cooperation of the two ancient
titans, Godzilla and Kong, after
humans uncover their intertwined
origins and connection to Skull
Island’s mysteries.

A sequel to the 2021 film
“Godzilla vs. Kong,” the film also
presents an IMAX version to de-
pict the gigantic creatures, their
origins and the mysteries of Skull
Island on the screen.

= ‘Anatomy

of a Fall’

Release date: March
29

The French courtroom
drama is the 2023 win-
ner of the Palme d’Or at
the Cannes Film Festival.
The film, which explores
the hidden pain in mari-
tal relationships, has also
garnered five nominations
for the 2024 Academy
Awards.

The film, written and
directed by Justine Triet,
tells the story of a woman
in a small village who is
suspected of murder after
her husband’s death. Dur-
ing the investigation, the
couple’s life and relation-
ship are put on trial and
their son becomes the
main witness.
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When young people turn to yangsheng,
it might be somewhat disturbing

Wan Lixin

t is naturally assumed

that young people should

be at their most vigorous

in terms of their physi-
cal condition, and are as yet
decades away from the age
exhibiting excessive faith in
the curative property of a bot-
tle, or obsession with means
of yangsheng (care for good
health).

I am not belittling the con-
cept of yangsheng. As a salient
feature emanating from Con-
fucian and Taoist outlook, it
is usually cited as evidence of
the superiority of traditional
Chinese medicine emphasis
on “preventive medicine.”

Nevertheless, it is a bit dis-
turbing when yangsheng is
increasingly recommended or
extolled by Generation Z, or
those still younger.

According to a recent sur-
vey by CCTV on La Belle Vie in
China, among people aged 18
to 35, health-related consump-
tion ranked in third place
among the most desired items
of consumption for 2023.

Another survey on the nu-
traceutical consumption trend
for Generation Z, published in
2022, found that young people
are among the chief consum-
ers of nutraceuticals, with a
permanent urban resident
spending on average in ex-
cess of 1,000 yuan (US$142)
per month with a view to the
upkeep of their health. This
might include tuina, physio-
therapy, or various kinds of
medicine believed to be cura-
tive for shoulder periarthritis,
or spinal issues linked with a
sedentary lifestyle.

The paradigm shift is, of
course, excess use of comput-
ers or mobile phones.

I have known of a college stu-
dent who constantly blames
his desk, chair, the air, the

humidity or temperature for
a wide range of chronic physi-
cal conditions.

Like many of his coevals, he
spent an ordinate amount of
time before alaptop, but would
not hear of any suggestion that
this sedentary life might lead
to spinal rigidity, shoulder
pain, and failing eyesight,
and his symptoms might ease
if he bestirs himself from his
seat from time to time, ven-
ture outside for some fresh air,
walk or exercise.

I am fully sympathetic with
his plight, though my sympa-
thy diminished when Irealized
it was not easy for him to yank
oneself from the screen.

While escorting my wife
recently in a GI endoscopy ex-
amination at Renji Hospital in
Pudong,Iwas astonished by the
number of patients awaiting

the examination, with many of
them trying to obtain informa-
tion about pre-test medication,
how to be alerted about one’s
turn for the tests, and other
issues.

The pandemonium natu-
rally led to simmering rage
as to why all patients had to
thread their way to a machine
for relevant instructions, and
why there was only one nurse
who tried to field queries from
all directions with profes-
sional despatch and admirable
patience.

There was natural bewilder-
ment as to why not commit
more space, seats and nurses
to those people badly in need
of medical assistance.

But then I thought again.

In the socialized medi-
cine scenario, I was required
to contribute my humble

share toward their medical
expenditure.

If they get to be examined
in more ideal conditions, it
means I would have to foot
part of the bill.

I would willingly do my bit
for elderly people, and those
afflicted with congenital defi-
ciencies, and those exemplary
civil servants who had over-
worked in serving the people.

But what’s wrong with those
people much younger than me
who were jostling among the
multitudes waiting for their
turn for a GI endoscopy?

Iwas reminded of the saying
that “YOU yourself are primar-
ily responsible for your own
health.” Not the medical pro-
fessionals, the Taoist sages, or
the numerous quacks trying to
palm off their panaceas onto the
gullible elderly or, increasingly,

vulnerable youth.

Hereis my two cents for those
suffering from dyspepsia.

When you can walk, avoid
the use of escalators or other
mechanical conveyances. Re-
serve them for the elderly and
the needy.

When you are consuming
your food, enjoy it, reflecting
how lucky you are to be able
to enjoy the simple fare even
though your role in its produc-
tion is suspicious.

When you are answering
the call of nature, think of
the wondrous natural cycle
and recycle and upcycle of ev-
erything under the sun, and
refuse to be tempted by that
stupid gadget in your hand.
The perpetual hysteria of a
laugh track and noises audible
from many public toilets are
decidedly in bad smell.

A shopper
takes her tea
drink from a
yangsheng-
themed
beverage shop
in Xining,
capital of west
China’s Qinghai
Province. With
the rising focus
among young
individuals on
yangsheng,
which
emphasizes
health
enhancement,
businesses are
introducing
health-
conscious
products

to cater to

this growing
demand. —IC
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Emma plans
to carry the
spirit of the
dragon as a
symbol for
togetherness.
— Hu Jun

ow a dragon can bridge cultural
differences between East and West

Emma Leaning

y husband is a dragon. He’s
ambitious, energetic, funny,
gentle, a great leader, and
above all, I'm lucky to have
him. But move the first five words of
that paragraph into the Western world
and my husband is a fire-breathing
monster I should be rescued from.

Isn’t that difference weird?

With Chinese New Year celebrations
having blessed the city and my hus-
band’s zodiac sign in full swing, I got
thinking about cultural representations
of the dragon and what they mean. More
to the point, do they matter? And if so,
why?

In various Chinese traditions, the
dragon plays a central role. And over
the past few weeks, I've enjoyed seeing
Shanghai filled with everything from
dragon dances and sculptures to dragon
toys and WeChat stickers. All wishing
us luck for the New Year.

Recently I learned that China is
called the “country of the dragon,” and
Chinese people are known as dragon
descendants. The Chinese dragon is
often depicted as being beautiful and
thought to bring rain for harvest and

oversee social justice. Its function in
society is much greater than elsewhere.
The Chinese dragon represents hope
and imperial power.

Compare that to the bone-crushing,
city-destroying dragon of the West.

Where I'm from, people think of
dragons as a beast with huge wings,
horns and eagle-like claws. The dragon
is watchful, guarding treasure and en-
slaving princesses. It’s cruel, inhumane
and capable of causing endless harm
to mankind. Even in modern language,
dragons hold negative connotations.
The word “dragon” represents someone
with a fierce temperament. You might
refer to your boss or mother-in-law as a
dragon, and it’s not a compliment.

Of course, there are exceptions to
every rule. Hollywood films like “Pete’s
Dragon” and “How to Train Your Dragon”
depict a misunderstood creature that
befriends people. But perhaps the most
atypical representation of a dragon in
Western culture is the Welsh flag.

Wales has a population of just 3.1
million people. China has more than
1.4 billion. Yet this comparatively tiny
nation has an affiliation with China’s
beloved creature. The dragon was

officially adopted for the Welsh national
flag in 1959 and thought to symbolize
the struggle of the Welsh people against
Saxon invaders and their ultimate tri-
umph. It’s also associated with King
Arthur who was said to have a red
dragon on his shield. Today the dragon
is a significant symbol in Welsh culture
and a source of national pride.

It’s assumed that the Chinese dragon
and the Western dragon were produced
around the same time, and yet their
images have followed two very dif-
ferent paths. Could the stark contrast
between these two legends come with
consequences? How might the differ-
ence in dragon culture contribute to
relationships?

For example, given the dragon is so
central to Chinese culture, might a mis-
understanding of its symbolism lead to
difficulties in understating the Chinese
national spirit? If the different interpre-
tation of the dragon is a microcosm of
cultural differences between China and
the West, I think there’s something we
can learn.

The dragon, with its rich symbolism
and deep roots in both Eastern and
Western cultures, serves as a powerful

metaphor to see beyond our differences.
Despite the interpretations of the dragon
— seen as a symbol of strength, wisdom
and good fortune in the East, and as a
fearsome creature to be fought in the
West — the dragon remains a shared
symbol of humanity.

By acknowledging and appreciating
different interpretations, we learn be-
yond our own biases. Through curiosity,
dialogue, education and artistic col-
laboration, we can build stronger, more
inclusive communities that celebrate
diversity and foster awareness. Imagine
aworld that celebrates difference rather
than using it as grounds for conflict.

There is one parallel between Chinese
and Western dragons. The Chinese drag-
on empowers emperors with its might,
while Western knights become conquer-
ors for slaying one. Both cultures use
dragons to create hero legends. Proof
that when we look closer, we may have
more in common than we think.

As we kick off the Chinese New Year, I
plan to carry the spirit of the dragon with
me as a symbol for togetherness. Because
respect for each other is not only a moral
must, but a practical necessity in today’s
often messy and divided world.
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