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Annonce du tribual populaire du district de
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552 feik populaire de Chine

Notre tribunal a accepté l'affaire de divorce entre la Demandresse

gl Wanglu et le Défendeur PETIT PATRICK. Vu gque hous ne pouvons pas

vous trouver, conformément a la loi de vous signifier (2022)E0106 Minchu

No.19126 jugement civil, le contenu principal: Accorder le divorce entre le

==

‘E' :JH date de I'annonce, vous avez 90 jours pour vous présenter au tribunal
afin d'obtenir le jugement civil, aprés quoi il sera réputé avoir été signifié.
Si vous n'acceptez pas ce jugement, vous pouvez dans un délai de 30
jours a compter de la date du pranoncé du jugement, soumettre une décla-

ration d'appel a ce tribunal,en faire une copie conformément au nom-

& bre de personnes de l'autre partie ou du représentant, faire appel au-
N

prés du tribunal populaire intermédiaire de Wuhan, province du Hubsi.
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Shanghai doctors recruiting deaf
patients for innovative therapy

Cai Wenjun

hanghai Ninth People’s

Hospital is recruiting

patients all over the

world for the world’s
first clinical trial on gene
editing-based therapy for con-
genital deaf people.

About two in every 1,000
children are born with con-
genital hearing loss. There
are 26 million people around
the world with congenital
deafness. About 30,000 chil-
dren are born deaf in China
each year with 60 percent of
the cases related to genetic
defects, seriously impacting
their language, cognition and
intelligence development.

There is no effective medica-
tion so far. The major method is
cochlear implants, which have
many shortcomings such as

people’s limited understanding
of speechinanoisy environment
and poor music perception.
“With the development of
biomedicine, gene therapy is
believed one of the most prom-
ising treatments to hereditary
deafness. There are several
strategies including delivering
healthy genes into deaf people’s
inner ears to replace their sick
genes. However, such therapy’s
effect can fade with time and
patients may need to receive
repeated injections to ensure
hearing. Gene editing is a new
approach to hereditary disease,
which can edit pathogenic
genes precisely and cure dis-
eases radically in the genome,”
said Dr Wu Hao, president of
Shanghai Ninth People’s Hos-
pital, who teams up with local
scientists to develop a RNA

based-editing therapy to cure
hearing loss induced by OTOF
gene mutation.

The OTOF is a major deaf-
ness gene, whose mutation
causes serious hearing loss
and language disability among
children. It is a leading reason
for children with auditory
neuropathy.

Wu's team has successfully
developed a gene therapy
targeting OTOF Q829X muta-
tion with single viral delivery
RNA-based editor. This muta-
tion usually causes congenital
profound hearing loss and is
mainly detected in the Spanish
population.

RNA-based editoris a cutting-
edge gene-editing technology,
which can modify gene se-
quence precisely and restore
normal protein expression,

without making permanent
changes to the genome.

“The treatment has been
testified efficacy and safety in
animal experiment and now
we are carrying out clinical
trials on patients with such
genetic mutation, which can
be cured through one injection
into the inner ear,” Wu said.
“Our research was published
on leading journal Molecular
Therapy.”

Currently, the gene therapy
has been approved for clinical
trial by the hospital’s ethics
committee and doctors are re-
cruiting children with OTOF
0829X mutation-associated
deafness for the trial. “We
have big confidence that they
are expected to restore a more
natural hearing after the treat-
ment,” Wu said.

Requirements for clini-
cal trial:

Children between 1 and
16 years old.

Severe deafness.

OTOF Q829X mutation.
Having no internal audi-
tory deformity, no inflam-
mation of the ears within
three months.

Abide to medical proce-
dures of the clinical trial
and follow-up checks and
visit.

Benefits of clinical trial

All medical expense will
be covered.
Reimbursement of par-
ticipant’s travel and hotel
expenses.

After a flight to China, clin-
ical research coordinator
and interpreter arranged
to guide participants.
Insurance for all trial
participants.

Contact: taoyent@sjtu.
edu.cn taoyent@gmail.
com (doctor’s mailbox for
bilingual consultation)

Above: The grannies
were trained at the
nursing home in
Xuchang, Henan
Province. Left:
Grannies pose

for photos with a
winner of an eSports
competition in Wuxi,
Jiangsu Province.

Zhu Shenshen

TWO elderly women showed up
at an eSports event in Shang-
hai recently, not to cheer but to
compete.

Wang Wenfang, known as Gran-
ny Kai Xin (happy), swiped fingers
on a smartphone with a rhythmic
click-clack. She sat in the center
of the game stage at a Shanghai
mall, eliciting smiles and cheers
from over 1,000 people.

Wang, 70, has discovered a
game world full of opportunities
since her retirement. The Dream-
Star Tournament invited her to
Shanghai.

“Playing games is a pleasurable
adventure. It sharpens our minds

and reflexes and keeps us up to
date with the changing world,”
said Wang

She and her teammate Zhang
Fengqin, also known as Granny
Chang Le (always happy), a bank
retiree, fit in nicely at the eSports
site, which resembled a gaming
carnival. They smiled and ges-
tured in response to greetings
from spectators, many of them
dozen years younger than them.

Her gaming experience began
around two years ago in a nurs-
ing home in Henan’s Xuchang
City. She and her friends formed
an eSports team of the elderly,
with the help of a senior-care
center.

“We are not waiting to be looked

Happy grannies are new eSports stars

after; rather, we are enjoying the
golden age. ESports is a platform
that makes us happy,” the gran-
nies said.

Lin Huo, the nursing home’s
manager, assisted in the formation
of the eSports team by providing
professional gaming equipment,
seating, and account setup.

The 26-year-old Lin connected
the elderly population with the
young generation’s favorite
games. He aired the special eS-
ports squad, which drew notice
from netizens and media.

“Grannies become energetic and
excited when they touch games,
just like young players,” Lin told
Shanghai Daily.
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Zhao Mei (inset, right) assists

a woman in finding her perfect
match at a matchmaking event
at the Wang Po Teahouse stage
(left) which has evolved into a
grand dating variety show. —IC

Repurposing an ancient matchmaker, a
modern love broker wins hearts and minds

Yang Jian

he recent surge in

popularity of “Wang

Po’s Matchmaking”

at a tourism spot in
central China presents an in-
teresting case study in how
traditional culture can be
repurposed to meet the con-
temporary needs of young
people wanting to find a
sweetheart.

The central figure, Wang
Po, is a character lifted from
the classical Chinese novel
“Water Margin,” an ancient
matchmaker who is cunning
and somewhat nefarious.

However, Zhao Mei, 61, who
has been playing the role of
Wang Po at the scenic spot of
Wansui Mountain in Henan
Province, transforms this
somewhat negative figure
into a positive, warm-hearted
matchmaking auntie.

Her approach is straight-
forward and devoid of any
pretense, making the process
both genuine and engaging.

At showtime, the venue
is packed with enthusiastic
tourists, as Zhao, dressed

in traditional attire, invites
young singles to the stage for
matchmaking.

Under Zhao's aegis, about 50
couples match up each year,
and some of them make it to
marriage. Her service is free
of charge.

Within 30 days, social media
focus on the mountain match-
making gained 200,000 new
followers and received near-
ly 20 million views on live
broadcasts.

Ctrip, China’s largest online
travel agency, reported more
than a fivefold increase in
bookings for the site over the
three-day Qingming Festival
holiday from April 4-6.

The success of this modern-
day Wang Po can be attributed
to several factors. First, she
provides a platform for single
men and women to find part-
nersin a fun and pressure-free
environment.

Second, her method of
matchmaking taps into the
collective yearning for real-
life experiences in the age of
digital isolation. By offering a
space where people can meet
and interact face-to-face, Zhao

offers a stark contrast to the
often superficial encounters
found on dating apps and
websites.

Moreover, in an era where
cynicism and skepticism are
all too prevalent, her genuine
desire to help others find love
resonates deeply with both
participants and viewers.

Zhao oversees the proceed-
ings with aplomb, providing
on-site coaching to singles
on how to chat and share
feelings.

She rejects the intrusion of
online influencers and once
dismissed a woman who came
on stage with a recording de-
vice, telling her, “Please leave
this opportunity for those who
genuinely need it.”

National marriage registra-
tions have been on a decline
for years, dropping from 13.5
million couples in 2013 to just
7.6 million in 2021.

However, 2023 saw a bit of
a rebound to 7.7 million reg-
istrations, according to the
Ministry of Civil Affairs.

According to the China
Population Census Yearbook
2020, the average age for first

marriages has risen to 29
for men and 28 for women,
marking increases of about 4
percent since 2010.

Economic pressures, busy
work lives, reduced offline
socializing and a shortage
of credible, authentic friend-
making platforms contribute
to the lingering single status
of many young people.

Traditional matchmaking
practices often involve pushy
family members who arrange
meetings against the will of
singles, amid an aura that they
are so-called “leftover” men
and women.

Yet, the popularity of the
Wang Po phenomena suggests
that young people who want
marriage don’t reject match-
making, but merely shun the
traditional way it has been
practiced. These young people
are more independent and
self-aware than preceding gen-
erations, and they know what
they want in a soul mate.

At the matchmaking scene,
Wang Po encourages visitors
to bravely showcase them-
selves and listens intently to
their preferences, creating a

relaxed, joyful atmosphere
full of humor.

The supportive crowd in
attendance and the online
community’s happy expecta-
tions seem to further energize
the young seekers of love.

A young woman from the
eastern province of Shandong
took a 7-hour train ride over-
night to attend the event. With
the help of Zhao, she ended
up connecting with a man also
from Shandong, and they ex-
changed phone numbers.

Some people even eagerly
post their profiles on Zhao’s
social media account in hopes
of finding their match.

This points to a trend away
from the “fast-food” style of
matchmaking, which relies on
less harmonious conditions.

As Zhao says, “Today’s youth
have a practical view of love
and face big pressures. But
without mingling, they can’t
find their match.”

Her success provides a
template for how traditional
elements of Chinese culture
can be reimagined in a mod-
ern way that addresses and
nurtures current beliefs.
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You are active online. What happens to
virtual assets if you die unexpectedly?

Lu Feiran

video uploader with
Dangxia Channel on
the video-sharing
platform Bilibili
was recently browsing her
own channel when a sudden
thought hit her: What would
happen to her channel if she
unexpectedly died?

The more she thought it,
the more uneasy she became.
There was a lot at stake be-
cause her online presence is
considerable. She has more
than 400,000 followers, she
has money in WeChat and Ali-
pay accounts, she has a game
account used to buy items, and
she has paid memberships on
various platforms.

“All these accounts are part
of my life,” she said in one of
her videos. “I can’t stand the
thought that they will be fro-
zen or written off permanently
one day. I would like my loved
ones to inherit my legacy.”

Her angst eventually led
her to the China Will Regis-
tration Center to make a will
bequeathing her virtual assets.
And she’s not the only online
presence thinking ahead.

According to a report issued
by the center, more young
people are seeking to make
legal wills covering their vir-
tual assets, including accounts
on social media platforms,
online games, online shops
and various types of virtual
currencies.

The center said this trend
began as early as 2017. From
that time to the end of last year,
488 such wills were registered,
mostly by people in Beijing,
Shanghai and the southern
province of Guangdong, said
Huang Haibo, principal of the
center’s Shanghai, Zhejiang
and Jiangsu branches.

“You could say that young
people are now very forward-

(&

thinking,” Huang told Shanghai
Daily. “They have realized not
only that virtual assets have
value but how to protect those
assets legally. That’s very
impressive.”

Huang explained that the
current civil code includes vir-
tual data among lawful assets,
so wills can be drawn to direct
how those assets will be dis-
tributed if the testator dies.

In her video, Dangxia told her
followers she is bequeathing
online money to her parents
and game-related assets to
one of her friends. No problem
there. But when it comes to on-
line membership accounts, the
issue becomes more tangled.

“Some apps and websites
stipulate that only immedi-
ate families can ‘inherit’ my
accounts no matter whom I
designate in my will,” she said.
“Some others said accounts
can’t be transferred to other
users, period.”

Take chatting apps WeChat
and QQ for example. In the
fine print of user agreements,
both platforms stipulate that
accounts are ultimately owned
by parent company Tencent.
Members have only the right to
use them. Neither WeChat nor
QQ accounts can be transferred
or bequeathed to another user.
However, WeChat supports the
right for a user’s lawful heir to
copy and download the data
from the deceased’s account,
but that’s that.

Meanwhile, Weibo in 2020
initiated a protection system
for accounts of deceased. It al-
lows the family of a dead user
to provide legal documents and
apply for the accounts to essen-
tially be frozen. Such accounts
can no longer be logged into,
have new content published or
old content deleted.

The system was launched by
Weibo’s developer Sina after
revelations that accounts of

DIGITAL
INHERITANCE

lllustration by IC

some deceased users were
embezzled to publish ads.
The “protection system” was
in response to public back-
lash and criticism of Weibo
management.

The inheritance of virtual
assets has long been an issue
both at home and abroad since
the world embraced the Inter-
net late in the last century.

One of the earliest such
cases dates back to 2005 in the
United States, when a probate
judge in the San Francisco Bay
Area signed an order directing
Yahoo to provide the contents
of an e-mail account used by
Justin Ellsworth, who was
killed in Iraq, to his family.
Yahoo originally refused the
family’s request but did not
fight the case in court. The
family finally received a CD
containing more than 10,000
pages of material.

Subsequently, in 2015, the
US Uniform Law Commission

developed the Fiduciary Ac-
cess to Digital Assets Act. It
provides for an attorney or
other executor of an estate
to gain access to someone’s
online account after death or
incapacitation.

In the same year, a similar
case occurred in Germany. A
mother requested Facebook
to give her the account of her
daughter, who was killed by
subway train. The mother’s
claim was backed by a lower
German court, but that rul-
ing was overturned on appeal.
Facebook argued that any con-
tract between the girl and the
company ended with her death
and could not pass on to the
parents.

A year later, Germany’s high-
est court ruled in favor of the
parents, citing inheritance
law.

Back in China, a more dra-
matic case occurred in 2009.
A man died and left behind
assets valued at 50,000 yuan
(US$7,000) in an online game
account. Both his real wife and
his wife in the game claimed
the right of inheritance. A
court later ruled that the two
women should split the assets
equally.

Liu Zhixin, a law expert
with the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, said current
civil code does provide a basis
for virtual asset inheritance
but a more detailed law is
needed.

“Are platforms within their
rights to deny the right of in-
heritance because the users
don’t have ownership or be-
cause of privacy protection?”
Liu said. “This is a question
that many countries have to
answer, including China. We
need regulations to enshrine
the independent status of users
instead of their being bound to
platforms, thus protecting the
right of inheritance.”
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The night owls are out in Shanghai parks
as city green spaces open 24/7

Yang Jian

hanghai, which takes great

pride in its extensive network

of parks, is now making urban

green space even more acces-
sible by allowing around-the-clock use
and removing restraining walls.

The initiatives are part of Shanghai’s
broader vision of transforming itself
into a “city of 1,000 gardens.”

Making parks more accessible is be-
coming a trend globally. Central Park
in New York, Hyde Park in London, Tier-
gartenin Berlin and Ueno Park in Tokyo
have all extended open hours into the
night as part of efforts to provide resi-
dents more access to urban oases.

Opening parks 24/7 dovetails with
city efforts to nurture a lively nightlife
culture, which attracts an estimated 3
million people — the most of any Chi-
nese city.

On May 1, Century Park in Pudong
will be fully accessible around the
clock. The park, frequently called “Cen-
tral Park,” is roughly the size of 200
football fields, though half the size of
New York’s iconic park.

Local residents and visitors alike ap-
plaud wider access to city parks.

Marialyn Gatchalian from the Philip-
pines said she enjoys peaceful moments
sitting at night by the lake in Century
Park. A British jogger, who identified
himself only as Stuart, praised the
park’s 5-kilometer running track,
which is popular with runners day and
night.

Parks like Fuxing in Huangpu District
and Zhongshan in Changning District
have begun replacing walls with green-
ery, a move also underway in Heping
and Luxun parks in Hongkou District.

“Have you visited a park today?”
is now a frequent question on social
media, where many advocate the con-
cept of the “20-minute park effect,”
or spending a little time every day in
a park, even without exercising, can
greatly boost happiness.

“It is always beautiful to go to a
Shanghai park and feel you are a bit in
touch with nature and away from the
hustle-bustle of the city,” said Sharon
Krohn from South Africa.

Children enjoy a cool night out at Minhang Cultural Park. — All photos by IC
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It is always beautiful to go
to a Shanghai park and feel
you are a bit in touch with
nature and away from the
hustle-bustle of the city.

Sharon Krohn
Visitor from South Africa

By the end of 2023, over 70 percent of
Shanghai’s 832 urban parks were open
24 hours a day. Thirty more parks will
be added to this list, including Minhang
Cultural Park, the largest urban park in
the outlying district.

Starting this month, that park will
remain open 24/7 to accommodate
nighttime running enthusiasts and
other night owls. However, the lake area
of the park, deemed riskier at night,
will maintain its previous opening
hours from 5am to 9pm.

Keeping parks open around the clock
has drawn some mixed reaction on-
line. Most people applaud the concept,

likening parks to “urban furniture”
that should be utilized to the fullest
without time constraints.

Others, however, question the neces-
sity and practicality of such measures,
citing low visitor numbers at night,
potential security risks and increased
management costs.

“Night-time park openings increase
maintenance needs, energy use and
security costs — all for a few visitors,”
said Héléne Zhang, a civil engineering
postgrad from France. “Aligning park
hours with Metro station hours would
be helpful.”

The Tongji University exchange stu-
dent said she particularly likes Heping
Park — its layout, lighting, cleanli-
ness, amenities and Chinese cultural
elements.

“Removing the walls there is a posi-
tive idea because it creates the illusion
of a larger, more expansive park,” she
added.

A survey of 310 residents around
Minhang Cultural Park found that 13
percent of respondents visit the park
between 10pm and dawn. A majority
of respondents expressed support for
the 24/7 open policy.

The park has added 18 surveillance
cameras and hired extra night-time
security guards, with thermal imaging
for improved monitoring of hideaway

spots. An electronic fence now sur-
rounds the lake area, which is closed
to access at night.

Springtime always brings large crowds
to city parks, and warmer, longer days
mean more are visiting at night.

Zhongshan Park, which extended
access around the clock last year,
has chalked up a daily average of 729
visitors between 10pm and midnight,
accounting for about 3 percent of total
visitors. A night-time jogging group
forms the backbone of the park’s late
hours use.

At Heping Park, public activity be-
gins picking up at 4:30am, when senior
citizens start converging for morning
exercises. The park has recorded foot
traffic of about 1,700 people from 9pm
to S5am.

Opening parks to wider access comes
with added responsibilities.

Liu Ming, who joined Luxun Park
as a security guard in late 2022, said
the removal of walls has increased
his duties, including noise abatement
from early-morning exercisers and en-
forcing no-fishing rules in the park’s
lake. Controlling the distribution of
leaflets, often containing scams target-
ing the elderly, has also become more
challenging.

“Some fishers sneak in from the road-
side,” he said. “As for those handing out
flyers, we can’t force them out of the
park at closing now.”

Century Park faced additional chal-
lenges with daytime camping spilling
over into nighttime after parts of the
walls at Fanghua Garden were opened
late in a trial last year.

“Some people entered after 10pm to
try to set up tents,” park staff Cao Lim-
ing said.

With Century Park open around the
clock, staff are considering drones
and robots for surveillance. More staff
have had to be hired for upkeep and
security.

The public popularity of parks and
greater access introduce some issues
related to maintaining a balance in
park activities and nature preserva-
tion. Already, heavy park use has
raised concerns about degradation
of lawn areas.
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Heping Park’s pavilions and central lake always draw a steady stream of visitors.

Gardens of spring tulips draw shutterbugs to Minhang Cultural Park, which is now open 24/7.

Chen Anbing, a Frisbee enthusiast,
found his pastime halted at Fuxing Park
during the 2022 National Day holiday
when an uptick in visitors caused ac-
cidents with flying discs and led to a
ban on the sport.

Looking for other spots, he turned to
Luxun Park but discovered that lawns
there were frequently blocked by waist-
high railings.

“The barriers on the outside of the
park are gone, but now they’re all over
the lawns inside,” Chen complained.

Professor Da Liangjun from East
China Normal University warned that

24/7 access in some parks may disrupt
wildlife and suggested “quiet zones” for
its protection.

He recommended night access for
high-demand areas be limited or even
banned to preserve quiet in sensitive
spots, like botanical gardens and zoos.

He also noted that parks can remain
open without fully removing fences
by enlarging or adding entrances,
especially near residential or ecologi-
cally sensitive areas, where night access
should be carefully managed.

Zhong Lu, landscape architect direc-
tor at the Shanghai Engineering Design
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open all hours.

Institute, said she views the removal of
park walls in Shanghai as major prog-
ress, transforming the city into a vast,
unified park.

Central Park in New York is seen as
a benchmark for urban parks. Located
among Manhattan’s towering skyscrap-
ers, it’s more than a green retreat. It’s
also a center for cultural, leisure and
educational activities.

Overits 160-year transformation from
simple green space to arenowned urban
landmark, Central Park now draws over
42 million visitors each year, with 20
percent coming from abroad.

A security robot patrols Fuxing Park, now wall-free and

Unlike Central Park, which evolved
alongside New York’s architecture,
Shanghai’s urban development has
largely involved the construction of
buildings, parks, schools and residen-
tial zones in isolation from one another,
leading to unique challenges when try-
ing to unify them, Zhong said.

“Shanghai is starting a new chapter of
blending green spaces with the urban en-
vironment — facing challenges but also
making steady progress,” she added.
“The success of integrating parks into
urban living hinges on collaboration
between parks and the community.”
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Li (left) poses with former French Prime Minister Jean-Pierre
Raffarin at Maison de ’Amérique Latine in 2016, at an event
she co-organized with Fondation Prospective et Innovation.

Li (right), age 6, poses with her cousin
in front of a textile factory at her home
village in Nantong, Jiangsu Province.
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Yao Minji

“ hat do you think of com-
munism?” Li Chunyan
was a bit stunned when
the mother of her Parisian

boyfriend asked the question when they

met in 2006, just a little over two years
after she moved to the French capital.

“I didn’t see that coming,” she told
Shanghai Daily, recalling the barbed
question. “And I never had really
thought about it much. So I tried my
best to explain that, to me, it meant a
sense of people helping one another to
have better lives.”

The mother apparently had her own
less generous ideas about communism.
She pressed her son to break up with Li.
He eventually did.

Li was 24 when she went to Paris.
Coming from a village more than 100
kilometers north of Shanghai, it was a
heady experience to be in the romantic
environment described in the trans-
lated French novels she began reading
at age 7.

Li’s autobiography detailing her ex-
periences and impressions of life in
France as well as cultural shocks will
hit the bookshelves of China tomorrow,
in translation from the original French
text. Its Chinese version is entitled
“Cyrano, Confucius and Me.”

The book recounts how a small village
girl made her way to Peking Univer-
sity, one of China’s best universities,
and then to HEC, one of Europe’s most
prestigious business schools. She has
become a business consultant advising
executives of major European firms and
an entrepreneur launching economic
and cultural projects between China
and France.

With detailed descriptions and keen
wit, Li shares her ups and downs during
the nearly 20 years she lived in France,
including that break-up with her first
boyfriend.

Her ex, she wrote, kept a Teddy bear
on his bed that nobody could touch. It
was a gift from his mother and a sure
sign that he was a “momma’s boy.” To
this day, Li still believes her “commu-
nist” answer played a part in the split
— that, and her coming from a small
Chinese village.

“That was the first time I realized that
in the France I loved, there was some-
thing beyond cultural differences,” she
said during a trip to Shanghai. “There
was a lot of prejudice and misunder-
standing when it comes to China.”

She added, “At first, I wanted to
write it down. Later, I wanted to know
why. And then, I wanted to bridge the
gap with what little I could do. I hope
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Li Chunyan’s presentation titled “Decoding the Chinese Puzzle” at Business France in October 2015 — All photos by Ti Gong

people from both countries have more
exchanges and get to know each other
better because I love both cultures.”

Her first days in Paris were filled
with a kind of dreams-come-true ex-
citement. But they also came with new
challenges: improving her French, dis-
covering that taking hot water from a
coffee machine to drink somehow upset
her work colleagues.

The Chinese, of course, commonly
drink hot water, a fact finally grasped
by the global hospitality industry after
numbers of Chinese tourists increased
over the years. Many European hotels
now have electric kettles prepared when
they check in Chinese guests.

Many cultural issues, however, take
more than tourist numbers to strength-
en understanding.

“You can't really blame the French for
not understanding China,” Li said. “In
French schools, before the end of high
school studies, Chinese history spans
merely a few pages.”

By comparison, she noted, “Just look
atme, a village girl from China, born to
a carpenter father and peasant mother,
and I found translated French novels on

my father’s bookshelf when I was little.
That’s how I was attracted by France
and wanted to explore the vast world
outside.”

One of the first French novels she
read was Alexandre Dumas’ “The Count
of Monte Cristo.” Li said she was mes-
merized by the steely determination of
the protagonist, who overcame every
challenge faced.

“In school, too, we read French short
stories like ‘The Necklace’ by Guy de
Maupassant in our textbooks,” she
explained. “But it’s not a reciprocal situ-
ation in France.”

Li said cultural understanding isn’t
really helped by French media that tend
to focus on China’s negative aspects,
often ignoring its achievements.

She has tried to share with the French
a more balanced and nuanced analy-
sis and point of view, and to facilitate
mutual understanding between people
of both countries, through various ar-
ticles and conferences, through books
she has written and through guest ap-
pearances on French TV.

“Sometimes when I was invited to ap-
pear on TV talk shows, I felt Iwas being

setup as a target for criticism of China,”
she said. “But I don’t want to pass up an
opportunity to give a fairer perspective.
I'm not afraid of debate. I'm confident
that I can hold my own in any debate
in French.”

She added ruefully, “But sometimes,
some people just want to label you a
propagandist rather than using a ra-
tional or objective approach, when they
have different opinions from yours.
That does get frustrating.”

Still, Li said she will continue to pur-
sue her path, and she feels happy that
she has received much positive feed-
back and support form many French,
other Westerners, Chinese and those
of other nationalities, who write to her
after reading something she wrote or
seeing her on TV.

“In the coming years, I will continue
to write and launch new projects to
strengthen the connections between
our two countries,” she wrote at the end
of the book.

“Perhaps, fostering better understand-
ing, communication and cooperation
between China an France is one of the
missions bestowed upon me by fate.”
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Perhaps,

fostering better
understanding,
communication
and cooperation
between China an
France is one of the
missions bestowed
upon me by fate.

Li Chunyan
Writer

Cvranoy
Confucius I
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Cover of the French edition “Cyrano,
Confucius and Me” published in
February 2021
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